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PREFACE 


n E follywing Sheets were originally 
© ED | untertaken at the Command of a Per- 
Gs 5 of Quality and Diſtinction. Had 
Sven his Life been ſpared for the Good of 
L.is Country, they perhaps would have 
appeared to much more Advantage than they do 


at preſent. Their firſt Intention was to give a 


clear and ſuceintt Account of the Riſe, Steps, 


Principles and Progreſs of the late 90 5 
but in order to gui the Thread of the Narra- 
tion with greater Perſpicuity, it was found ex- 
pedient to fin it to one Point of Light, viz. The 
Conduct of the Gentleman, who was generally 
thought to be at the Head of the Party, © 

| The Reader therefore will eaſily be brought to 
perceive the Confitency of the Conducs of certain 
Gentlemen who have now changed their Denomi- 
nation; which never can be conſtructed to be cri- 
minal, unleſs when it carries along with it a 


Change of Principles, from obvious Reaſons of 


Intereſt or Ambition, 


The 


— — ——————_— 


FPR E. FA C E 
The whole is collected either from Words of 
the Gentlemen themſelves, or from Notes of 
thoſe Facts, which a long Intimacy with the 
Parties gave the Author an Opportunity of 
collecting from the moft undoubted Information, 
Tn the ee of this Compilation, a very 


extraordinary Performance, almoſt upon the 


ſame Subject, but upon different Principles, ap- 
peared in Public x. This naturally led the Au- 


thor to look into it, and he ſoon found that the 
Boldneſs of the Aﬀertions, and the Importance 
of the Facts ſtated in that Work, together with 
an almoſt univerſally recerved Opinion, that the 


Work itſelf was the Political Creed of the Party, 


and perhaps fell from the Pen of the Perſon who 
is the Subject of the following Sheets, had greatly 
engaged the Attention of the Public. It then be- 
came neceſſary to intermix his Obſervations upon 
that profound Piece, which he is of Opinion is 
the beſt Apology that has been or ever will be 
made for the Condut? of the Party, with the 


Body of the Work itſelf, and this neceſſarily fwelPd 


the Work to an undefirable Size. But wwe 
the Importance of the Facts laid open, together 


with the almoſt inſuperable Difficulty of coming 
at thoſe Facts, through any other Channel, will | 
excuſe it to the Public, | | 


„Faction detected by the Evidence of Fact. 


THE 


CONDUCT 


Eminent Patriot. 


i forgive and forget, are very wiſe 

= ot Chriſtian Maxims, but very bad Poli- 
* Sy tical Ones. The Engliþ Hiſtory is 
* eminent for Inſtances of this kind, and 
R — the Nation has by this miſtaken Good- 
nature been again and again brought to the Brink 
of Ruin. 
The Perſon who is the profeſs'd Subject of the 
following Pages, has ever acted in the moſt violent 
Extremes of Compliance and Oppoſition. The 
Reader will find him, when in Power, alter- 
nately a Tyrant and a Slave; and when out of 
Power ſacrificing his Reſt, Eaſe, Conſcience, in 
ſhort, every thing but his Fortune, to get into it 


again. A Man, the beſt of Men, may do wrong, 


and then repent : In which Caſe it is both inhu- 
man and unjuſt to upbraid their former Miſcar- 
| B 1 riages. 
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(2) 
riages. Had our Hero perſiſted in his Oppoſition 
to wicked Meaſures, the violent Extremes to which 


he ſometimes carried it, might have been attribu- 


ted to his natural Diſpoſition, and a Deſire to make 
the beſt Atonement he could for his paſt Conduct: 
But after he could no longer hold Power, he want- 
ed to pull it down; after he had help'd to yy it 
down, he has been chiefly inſtrumental to reſtore it 
to a greater Degree than it ever was known to be 
at under this tree Government; and in defiance 
of all Ties of Honour, Conſcience, and Faith, 
has with but too good Succels endeavour'd to re- 
eſtabliſh Meaſutes which all the Nation ſeconded 
him in deſtroying. The Deſign of theſe Pages, 
therefore, is to keep alive and warm that Spirit of 
Reicntment which ought to animate an injur*d Peo- 
ple, till it has an Opportunity to diſcharge itſelf 
upon its proper Objects; and who they are will 
beſt appear trom the following Review. 

That we may proceed in this Deſign with all 
poſſible Candour and Impartiality, we ſhall omit 
taking any Notice of that Part of our Patriot's Life 
which we may call the Heyday of the Blood, and in 
which the greateſt Men have been influent'd by 
the Heat of youthful Paſſions, and Purſuits, of 
which cooler Reflection made them aſhamed. We 


have therefore fix*d the Period of our Diſquiſition 


to the Commencement of the late Oppoſition, when 
his advanc'd Age and riper Judgment leit him no 
Excuſe from the Impetuoſity of Youth. a 

The late, and indeed the preſent Oppoſition, 
was unqueſtionably begun by thoſe Gentlemen who 
are ſometimes diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 9 ores, 
and ſometimes by that of Facobites. The Acceſſions 
it received till the Year 1724, or therrabouts, from 


the Yhigs, were but rare and inconſiderable. Mr. 


. in the 8ch Year of his late Majeſty, was one of 
th; ſe who found it convenient to ipeak and vote 
witn the Tories, to wliom he had nitnerto ex preſs'd 


S 
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an irreconcileable Enmity. During the Depen- 
dance in Parliament of a Bill o enable the South- 
Sea Company to diſpoſe of the Effefts in their Hands, 
by way of Lottery or Subſcription, in order to pay 
the Debis of the ſaid Company, R. W. Eſq; having 
offered the famous engrafting Clauſe, Mr. * *, m 
Conjunction with the Tories, thought fit to oppoſe 
his Friend, as he had done in ſeveral other Quel- 
tions in that and the preceding Seſſion of Putlia- 
ment. But upon the fitting down of the next Par- 
liament, the Ckule of his Oppolition having ceaſed, 
by his being appointed in che intermediate Time a 
Lord L-— t, and receiving Aſſurance of a 
more ſubſtantial Promotion, we find him extremely 
eager for all the violent Meaſures propoſcd by the 
C——. The firſt Fruits of this Reconciliation be- 
twixt his Friend and him, appeared in his moving 
the Houſe for an Addreſs of Thanks for the Speech 
from the Throne, which had taken notice of Layer's 
Plot. This loyal Addreſs took notice of the diss 
mal Conſequences of the Plot, had it not been dijcy- 
vered, and congratulated bis Majeſty on the timely 
Diſcovery of the dangeruus and unnatural Conſpiracy 
again his Perſon and Government, and expreſſing 
the Deteſtation and Abhorrence of the Houſe againſt 
the Conſpirators. As the Furie ſuſpected that the 
whole of this Plot was a Plot of the Miniſtry to 
remove and harraſs ſome Pcople, who gave them 
a good deal of Uneaſineſs; fo they were tor 
throwing in a Claule ro prevent what they torclaw 
would be the next Step, viz. A Bill for ſuſpending 
the Habeas Corpus Act This appeared the more 
reaſonable, as they had yet before them no other 
Evidence of the Plot but from the Spcech. from 
the Throne, which has ever been look*d upon as 
the Speech of the WM —. But all their Reaſon; 
ing was anſwered by Mr. * in a Speech, where he 
introduces all that Reverence, nay Idolatry for che 
Crown and the Minittry, winch he afterwards ab- 

| 9 | iected 
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fected to condemn and deteſt. So the Motion 
for the Amendment was dropt. SO e 
In the next Debate, upon the great intereſting 
Queſtion of ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act, the 
great and peculiar Bleſſing of Engliſhmen, Mr. 


appeared extremely keen, and diitinguiſh*d 


himſelf by bellowing againſt the Conſpirators, 
magnifying the Miniftry, and ridiculing the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act; tho' a great many, who even were 
in the Court Intereſt, were very backward to com- 
ply with the Suſpenſion, and ſome of them were 
againſt it upon the Diviſion. hey Bo 
He diltinguiſh'd himſelf in favour of the Court 
with equal Zeal and Succeſs in the next Debate, viz. 
Upon an Augmentatlon of the Army; a Queſtion 
which, during his Oppoſition, he always made to 
be the Teſt of Patriotiſm : And in all the Jobbs 
rform'd by the Miniſtry afterwards, to ſcreen the 
South Sea Directors, they were ſure of Mr.“ * for 
their faithful Bullyback. In the myſterious Affair 
of Layer's Conſpiracy, our Hero diftinguiſh*d 
himſelf by an implicit Faith in every thing that 
was offer'd or aſſerted by the Miniſtry, before one 
Circumſtance of Evidence was laid before the 
Houſe ; and even oppoſed the reading in the Houſe 
the very Papers that had been laid before them pur- 
ſuant to their own Addreſs. In all the Proceedings 
of the Committee (of which Mr, * * was C n) 
upon this Plot, his Zeal for the M y boil'd 
over to ſuch an Exceſs, as made him afterwards ſo 
aſhamed, that he attempted to deny the Part he 
had in that Affair, as we ſhall ſee when we come to 

that Part of our Review. ' | | 
Upon a Motion of Mr. V. for apprehending Dr. 
Friend, a Debate aroſe, in which the Tories attempt- 
ed to ſhew the dangerous Precedent which ſuch a 
Step might ſet. Mr. Shippen took notice, Thar 
„ the Freedom with which Dr. Friend had deli- 
« yered himſelf ſome Days before, upon the Sub- 
74 
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je& of the Plot, might have been the Reaſon 
4 why he was ſo particularly pointed out, and 
« that if once this Practice was introduc'd, there 
« would be no End of Commitments ; for that 
« he did nor doubt but that he himſelf would be 
«© committed, for he was reſolved to uſe the Liber- 
«© ty of Speech upon that and all other Ocra- 
« ſions.” This Speech, tho* perfectly Parlia- 
mentary, and agreeable to the Duty of every Mem- 


ber, irritated Mr, ** to ſuch a Degree, that he 


uite loſt all Patience, and infolently told the 
Houle that it was no unuſual thing for one Traytor 
to excuſe another, This was a Reflection that ſet 
all Order of the Houſe, and all the Freedom of 
Speech at defiance, and could proceed from no 
other Principle, but that which influenc*d all the 
Act. ons of our Patriot's Life, I mean deep Ran- 
cour againſt every Man who ſtood in the Way of 
his Ambition or Intereſt ; which was followed by 
as. mean Compliances ro promote them. 

The firſt Queſtion which happened in favour of 
the Court in the next Seſſion of Parliament, which 
began January 9, 1723-4, Was that for keeping 
up the fame Number of Forces that Year as the 
laſt. The Tories urg'd and prov'd unanſwerably 
by aught bur a Majority of Numbers, that the 
ſame Reaſons ceaſed, and therefore the Number 
of Forces ought to be reduced, Bur our Hero, 
who had received a freſh Meaſure, of Zeal from 
an additional Poſt of a very conſiderable Value, 
viz. that of being C-—r of the H d, 
flam*d out in Zeal for the Queſtion, which was ac- 
cordingly carry'd. It may not be amiſs to inform 
the Reader, that this Poſt was poſitively made the 
Price of his Compliance, and that the Court found 
ſo good an Account in his Zeal and Compliance 
with every mean Jobb they propoſed, that a noble 
Lord was removed from it, at the Expence of giv- 
ing him a Penſion of 5000/1, to make way for _ 

c 


66.) 

It was upon his being apprehenſive that he would 
be removed from this Poſt in 1725, that we may 
date the Commencement of his P. tri tiſm. 

The firſt Appearance of this exiraordinary Phe- 
nomenon broke out upon a Debate, with regard 
to a Meſſage lent by the King, for making good 
the Deficiency of the Civil Liſt : Mr. “ * upon this 
Meſſage took notice of the Shorineſs of the Time 
ſince they laſt cleared the Incumbrances upon the 
Civil Lift, and moved for an Addreſs to his Ma- 
Jeſty, ** That he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
e give Directions that the proper Officer or Offi- 
« cers of the Exchequer, Exciſe, Cuſtoms, and 
«© Poſt Office, do lay before the Houſe an Account 
„ of all Monies, which have been iſſued and paid 
<< out of the ſaid Offices to any Perſon or Perſons 
«© on Account for the Privy Purſe, Secret Service, 


«© Penſions, Bounties, or any Sum or Sums to any 


« Perſon or Perſons whatſoever without Account, 
« from March 25, 1721, to March 25, 1725.” 
This Addreſs was vored accordingly, and a Mo- 
tion being made next Day that the Speaker might 
leave the Chair, that the Houſe might take the 
Meſſage into Conſideration, our Patriot, whom 
every Body knew was one of the chiet Cauſes why 
ſuch a Meſſage became neceſſary, oppoſed the Con- 
ſideration of the Meſſage till the Papers were laid 
before the Houſe, and then charg*d Mr. V. with 
the very Crime, which Mr. V. with much more 
Juſtice rerorted upon himſelf, viz. his ſharing the 
Spoils which had occaſion'd fo great a Defi- 

CIENCY, | 
Our new Convert was contented all the remain- 
ing Part of the Seſſion with lying by, being in 
Hopes that the Specimen he had already ſhewn of 
his Abilities for Oppoſition, wou'd be ſufficient to 
induce his Rival to bid up to his Price; but that be- 
ing found too exorbitant, we find him in the next 
Seſſion reſuming his Oppoſition, It was * this 
| | ime 
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d Time that the great Party againſt the Court was 
7 form'd, by a Coalition betwixt the Tories and the 
Whigs out of Power. I heir Numbers, as yer, 
_ were but thin, and the latter began to think of aſ- 
d ſociating our Hero into their Body. This was pro- 
d poſed in one of their Meetings, but the Violence 
IS of his Career, when he was in Poſt, had created 
Cc him ſo many perſonal Enemies, that a ſtrong Op- 
e poſition was made to it. His former Connections 
* wich, and Dependance upon the Miniſter, was ſo 
0 recent in their Minds, that they cou'd not look up- 
[= on him as any other than one of the Wheels of the 
d Miniſterial Charior put out of Order, but would 
IC ſoon be ſet right by applying to it a little of the 
d Tar and Greaſe of Court-favour, Some went even 
8 ſo far as to ſuſpect, whether his Difference with the 
2 Miniſter was not a meer Feint, and a Trick of the 
y latter, to turn him looſe among the Country Party, 
2 and ſo that they might play to one another's Hand, 
by his betraying every thing that paſſed to the Ad- 
3 miniſtration. 
t We are not ſufficiently authorized from any Facts 
* that have come to our Knowledge, to ſay that this 
n laſt was the Caſe; but the Manner of his Aſter- Be- 
y haviour certainly proved, that he was either a Spy 
P of the M r, or that he was poſſeſt of a Peeviſh- 
d neſs, Inconſtancy, Levity, and Irreſolution, ſcarce- 
h ly to be met with amongſt the reſt of Mankind. 
e The Reaſons that induce us to believe the firſt ra- 
x ther than the laſt, are as follow : 
4 It was obſerved, that when any Point, by any 
| manner of means, was brought to bear againſt the 
- 3 M r, ſo as that Numbers began to be upon a 
—_—_ Par, he either took the Head of the Debate, and 
f then totally gaye it up, or alter*d it fo as the whole 
D Deſign became ineffectual ; or he abſented, and 
I wou'd not come near the Houſe at all, Many 
0 Inſtances cou'd be brought of the firſt, particularly 
© ſcycral Queſtions about Motions for Papers, that 


about 


(8) 
about the Demolition of Dunkirk, which he evi- 
dently baulk'd, and Enquiries into the public Re- 
venue. Some Inſtances we had of the latter; in the 
Affair of Porteous and the Town of Edinburgh, 
when the Numbers were ſo ballanc'd, as that the 
Vote came to be decided by the Chairman's Voice, 
he totally abſented himſelf during all the Debate ; 
giving for it this very wiſe Reaſon, viz. That if the 
Government had a Mind to make a whole People 
their Enemies, it was none of his Buſineſs to hinder 
them, A Conduct of this kind, at a Time when a 
ueſtion againſt the Court, if carried by however 
inconſiderable a Majority, would have inſpir'd the 
Friends of their Country with new Life and Spirits, 
and when his ſingle Vote would have carry'd it, 
leaves very little room to doubt of the Views with 

which he oppoled the C-—t, 

On the other hand, we cannot preſume that this 
Conduct proceeded from Levity or Inconſtancy, 
becauſe we find him, during the whole Courſe of his 
Oppoſition, invariably adhering to one Point, viz, 
his own Intereſt. Even his favourite Paper, when 
it fell under a Proſecution, could not ſqueeze ſo 
much Money from him as to defend it ; and when 
we compare the Myſteriouſneſs of his Behaviour 
while he was purſuing the Means of getting at his 
great End, with the End itſelf, we can eaſily ac- 
count for it z and, upon the whole, comparing 
all Circumſtances together, there is rather Reaſon, 
than otherwiſe, to believe, that all the Grimace of 
his Oppoſition was a falemn Farce play*d betwixt 
the Mr and him for Twenty Years. But to 
proceed in our Review. 

Mr, * s Friends puſh'd fo hard to get him into 
Confidence with the Oppoſition, that they ſuc- 
ceeded, after formally introducing him to their 
Club, where, upon his Knees, he vowed a ſolemn 
and an eternal Revenge againſt the M E A 
Gentleman, who was then warm in the Open, 

* ö An 
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and is now in a high Poſt, was his Surety to the 


Aſſembly : And now we will begin with his Ope- 
rations as fix'd in the Country Party. 

We are now to conſider our Hero as a Profeſid 
Oppeſition-Man ; And as the Deſign of theſe Pages 
is to give an Opportunity to the Public of com- 
paring the Meaſures of which he was either the Au- 
thor, Conductor, or Advocate, with thoſe which 
he has embraced fince he received a new Light ; fo 
we ſhall lay a Detail of them before the Public, 
who will be thereby enabled to judge of the extreme 
Conſiſtency of his Conduct. | | 

The Year 1726 will te ever memorable for 
the Treaty of Hanover betwixt the Kings of Bri- 
tain, France, and Pruſſia, and which was this Year 
laid before the Houſe. The Foundation of this 
Treaty was upon either a real or pretended, but in 
every Senſe a moſt ridiculous Panic, which our Go- 
vernment was ſeiz'd with, with regard to the De- 


ſigns of the Houſe of Auſtria. Public Dcclarations 


were upon this Occaſion made, that the Emperor 
was not only fully reſolved to eſtabliſh the Offend 
Trade, in prejudice of the moſt valuable Rights of 
our Commerce, but had enter'd into concert with 
the King of Spain to put the Pretender on the 
Throne of Britain. Tho' this ridiculous Story 
met with the Contempt it deſerv'd, and has ever 
ſince been treated with the utmoſt Indignation, 
both public and. private, yet the Reader will be 
amazed, when we inform him, that a near Rela- 
tion of our late Prime Miniſter, and one who was 
at that time in an eminent Station at a foreign 
Court, had the peculiar Aſſurance, even ſince the 
Commencement of the preſent Parliament, to af- 
firm, in a full Houſe of Commons, the Reality of 
this Conſpiracy berwixt theſe two Monarchs, with 
this particular Circumſtance, * that the Engage- 
„ ment was ſign'd by the Emperor and every one 
„of his Counſellor;, excepting Prince Eugene.“ 

; C W hatever 
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Whatever may be in this, it is certain that a Foun- 
dation was laid, by this Hanover Alliance, for all 
the Calamities which afterwards befel the Houſe 
of Auſtria, Nor could our Hero have ſet out 
with more Advantages in his Oppoſition, than was 
afforded him by this unnatural and unpopular Con- 
junction of foreign Intereſts. However, the Cqurt 
carried the Motion for the ſame Number of Land- 
Forces as were kept up the Year before. 

As the M r had now begun to form his 
Party, which was threatened by a more formidable 
Oppoſition than it had hitherto met with; and as 
the Means of increaſing and continuing his Pow- 
er, entirely conſiſted in his Compliance with the 
foreign Meaſures which had been concerted ſo much 
to Great Britain's Detriment and Expence, ſo it 
was reaſonable to expect, that all theſe Steps would 
not be taken without great Profuſion of public Mo- 
ney. Accordingly, February 9, Mr. * * moved, 
„That a Committee be appointed to ſtate the 
Public Debts, as they ſtood on the 25th of De- 
& cember 1714, with what Debts have been in- 
« curred ſince that Time, till the 25th of Decem- 
© ber 1725, diſtinguiſhing how much of the ſaid 
© Debts have been provided for, and how much 
% remain unprovided for by Parliament!“ 

This Motion was penn'd by our Hero's Friend 
and Couſin, Mr. D-— P-—, the ableſt Man 
for Accounts and foreign Affairs that was then in 
the Houſe of Commons; but met with great 
Oppolitien from the Court, and from an eminent 
Member for the City of London: Upon which 
our new Patriot ſtood up, and declared, That he 
made this Motion with no other View, than to give 
that Great Man an Opportunity to ſhew his Integrity 
to the whole World, which would finiſh his ſublime 
Charafter., To which, Sir R. V. anſwered, That 
this Compliment would have come out with a better 
Grace, and appeared more ſincere, when that fine 

ns Gentleman 
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Gentleman had himſelf a Share in the Management 
of the Public Money, than now he was out of Place. 
Then the Queſtion being put upon Mr. * * Mo- 
tion, it was carried in the Negative, by 262 Votes 
againſt 89. 

I have choſen to give the Numbers on this Di- 
viſion, that the Reader may ſee how ſlender the 
Number of the Oppoſition was, even at this time, 
upon ſo important and reaſonable a Motion; and 
I hope ſuch of my Readers as have any Opportuni- 
ties of making a perſonal Oppoſition to the preſent 
Meaſures in P t, will, from this Circum- 
ſtance, learn not to be diſcouraged, whatever Baulks 
they may meet with, eſpecially as the Grounds of 
their Oppoſition are now more juſtifiable than they 
then were, and their Numbers more powerful. 

Some Days after, the ſeveral Treaties laid before 
the Houſe, betwixt his Majeſty and foreign Pow- 
ers, and the Emperor and the King of Spain, were 
taken into the Conſideration of the Houſe, which 
ended in a Motion of Addreſs of Thanks, con- 
ceived in very loyal Terms : This was oppoſed with 
great Vigour by our Patriot and his Friends ; and 
he particularly obſerved, *+ That the Imperial 
4 Court's Backwardnels in granting the Inveſtiture 
& of Bremen and Verden might have been one of 
«© the Motives to ſome late Meaſures.” Upon 
this Sir R. V. ſtood up and aſſured the Houle, 
« That his Majeſty might long ago have had the 
% ſame Inveſtiture, if he would have paid the 
< exorbitant Fees that were demanded for it.” 
Upon the whole Matter the Queſtion being put 
on Mr. P-—#'s Motion, it was carried in the 
Affirmative, by 285 Voices againſt 107, And a 
Committee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs 
according to the ſaid Reſolution. The next Day 
Mr. Pim reported the ſaid Addreſs, which was 


agreed to. 
C 2 The 
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The Reader will ſee, from the Nature of this De- 
bate, that the real Principles of the Oppoſition 
were, to have no Conſideration for the f — 
Dominions, ſince we find that they oppoſed the 
Meaſures then taken, upon a Principle that they 
were calculated only for the Security and Advan- 
tage of theſe Dominions, tho' they were told by 
Authority, that if 5 Meaſures had not been en- 
ter'd into, even the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown 
of Great Britain muſt have been endanger'd. How 
well our Hero has purſued theſe Maxims ſince his 
Apoſtacy, I ſhall leave to the Conſideration of eve- 
ry Reader, when he reflects that the War we are 
now engag'd in on the Continent, in favour of 
the ſame Dominions, have none of theſe Reaſons 
to excule it, nor any one Conſideration, which ei- 
ther remotely or immediately affects the Trade, the 


Intereſt, or the Eſtabliſhment of the Britiſb Na- 


tion. 


A very extraordinary Meſſage having been ſent 
this Seſſion from his Majeſty, acquainting the Houſe 
of Commons, „ That he not only tound it ne- 
&« ceſſary to augment his Maritime Force, but to 
& concert ſuch Meaſures as may moſt effectually 

conduce to thele deſireable Ends; and as theſe 
Services will require ſome extraordinary Ex- 
pence, his Majeſty hopes he ſhall be enabled, 
by the Aſſiſtance of Parliament, to increaſe the 
Number of Seamen already voted and granted 
for the Service of this Year, and to enter into, 
and make good, ſuch Engagements, as the 
„ Circumſtances and Exigency of Affairs may re- 
« quire,” 

This Meſſage having created a- great Surprize in 
the Houſe, our Patriot and his Friends moved, 
that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
«© That he would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct 
the proper Officers to lay before the Houſe, an 
« Account of the Diſpoſition of the 250,000 J. 


granted 
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«« granted to his Majeſty, on the 13th of April, 
1717, to enable his Majeſty to concert ſuch 
«« Mealures with foreign Princes and States, as 
might prevent any Charge or Apprchenſions 


from the Deſigns of Sweden.“ But this Motion 


was rejected upon the previous Queſtion. The 
Reader will pleaſe to obſer ve, that at the time when 
this 250, 00 l. was granted, this Nation was ac- 
rually threaten*d with an Invaſion from Sweden in 
favour of the Pretender; yet ſo jealous was our 
virtuous Patriot of granting Money without Ac- 
count, even in that intereſting Conjuncture, that he 
ſtruggled as hard for this Motion, as he did againſt 
coming to any Reſolution in favour of his Majeſty's 
Meſſage. And yet ſince he himſelf came into Mra- 
ſures, we have ſeen, without the leaſt apparent 
Danger or Neceſſity, Millions granted, and wan- 
tonly laviſh'd, and not only our Sea Forces aug- 
mented, but the Nation ſaddled by an Army of 
near 80,000 Men in its Pay. 

The latter End of this Year 1726, our Patriot 
ſet up the Craftſman, in Conjunction with his Cou- 
ſin whom I have already mention'd, and ſome 
other Gentlemen of the Party. The Operator, or, 
if you will the ſtanding Author, was one Mr. 
Amburſt, a Perſon extremely well qualify'd for 
our Hero's Purpoſes, having been expell'd the U- 
niverſity for his Behaviour, and having this in 
common with his Patron, that his Reſentment was 
whetted by the Miniſter's having rejected all Offers 
of his Service. But it could not have been in the 
Power either of this Author, or his Patron, to have 
ſupported the Reputation of this Paper to the De- 
gree to which it was carried, had it not been for 
the excellent Hints of his Friend Mr. D — 
P and the inimitable Pen of the late Lord 
B -— —ke, whoſe Attainder was partly taken off 
under this Miniſtry, tho* he ſoon became their irre- 
concilable Foe, It was not long before this Paper 


was 
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was taken Notice of by the Government, by ſeve- 
ral ſevere Proſecutions ſet on Foot againſt the 
Printer, but defended chiefly at the Expence of 
Mr. * *, who then thought it no Crime to write 
againſt the Miniſtry. 

In the next Seſſion, which was in the Year 1727, 
the Public began to ſuſpect, that the mighty Stir 
which had been made by the Courtiers about the Se- 
cret Offenſive Alliance betwixt the Emperor and 
the King of Spain, which was to put the Pretender 
on the Throne of Britain, was all a Fiction, and 
therefore they were reſolved, if they could, effectu- 
ally to expole it; for this End they took Advan- 
tages of ſome Reſolutions the Houſe had come to 
for addreſſing the King for Copies of the Acceſſion 
of the States General to the Treaty of Hanover, to- 

ether with the ſeparate Articles, if there were any 
as alſo for the Copies of ſuch Memorials and Let- 
ters, with the Anſwers thereto, as paſs'd between his 
Majeſty's Miniſters and the Courts of Vienna and 
Spain, ſince the Communication of the Treaty of 
Peace between the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
to his Majeſty by the Emperor's Miniſter ; to puſh 
for a Motion of the ſame Nature, which was made 
by Mr. * to addreſs his Majeſty for the Secret 

Offenſive Alliance between the Emperor and the 
King of Spain ; both theſe Queſtions were carried 
in the Negative without dividing, | 

Motions for Papers were always favourite ones 
with the Gentlemen in Oppoſition to the late Ad- 
miniſtration, becauſe they are agreeable to the 
Conſtitution ; and they put the Court under very 
great Difficulties in the Debate, ſince, in their very 
Arguments for refufing them, ſome Part of the 
Reaſons why they want to keep them a Secret, 
muſt perſpire ; and even the Defeat of ſuch Mo- 
tions have been look'd upon as Matter of Tri- 
umph to the Minority, Mr. * * uſed to ſhine in 


Debates of this Kind, and always took it for gran- 
ted 
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ted that the Miniſter's refuſing Papers to be commu- 
nicated to the Houſe, was a certain Sign of Guilt : 
Such was his Conduct for 16 or 17 Years, when 
Alliances and Negociations have been depending, 
the Succeſs or Miſcarriage of which did not eſſen- 
tially affect the Intereſt of Great Britain. And yet 
we find him and his Followers not only ſhuffling, 
but actually dividing, againſt ſuch Motions after 
they came in Power, and at Conjunctures too, 
when the whole of the Intereſts of this Country 
were at Stake, and perhaps depended upon the 
Lights which ſuch Papers alone could communi- 
cate 3 but of this more in its proper Place. 
In this Year a Land-Tax of Four Shillings in 
the Pound was moved for by the Miniſter : The 
Reaſons given to ſupport this Motion were the 
Combination enter'd into by the Emperor and the 
King of Spain to put the Pretender on the Throne 
of Britain; the Hoſtilities already commenced 
by the Crown of Spain; the Infraction of our moſt 
important Treaties of Commerce, and the Memo- 
rial of the Emperor's Miniſter, which he left upon 
being recalPd from the Court of London, and which 
his Majeſty himſelf ſaid from the Throne, was little 
ſhort of a Declaration of War. If any thing could 
juſtify a Land-Tax of Four Shillings in the Pound, 
theſe Reaſons, which are all taken from his Ma- 
jeſty's own Mouth, certainly did. But our violent 
Patriot, with his Friends, oppoſed this Motion 
from the very great Tenderneſs they had for the 
Landed Intereſt, and alledged, that it was more 
eligible to apply the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
towards the preſent Neceſſities; but the Queſtion 
being Jr upon Sir Robert Walpole's Motion, it 
was reſolved in the Affirmative, by 190 Voices a- 


gainſt 81, which Reſolution, being the next Day 

reported, was agreed to by the Houle. 
Let the Reader compare this Behaviour of the 
Oppoſition, at a Juncture attended with ſuch 4 * 
lar 
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lar and dangerous Circumſtances, to juſtify the 
Neceſſity of this Tax, with what has happened in 


this P————, upon an Occaſion in which the 
Pretender 1s not ſo much as mentioned, no Part of 
our Trade alledged to be violated, no Hoſtilities 
againſt us, or any Part of our foreign Dominions 
either commenced or menac'd, and when the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Nation are reduced by a long and 
unſucceſsful War with another Power; and yet, un- 
der theſe Circumſtances, we have ſeen not only a 
Land-Tax of Four Shillings in the Pound laid on, 
but the Sinking Fund itſelf applied to make good 

the Expence. 
Another Queſtion which made a good deal of 
Noile this Seſſion, and in which Mr, “ * had a 
large Share, was the Letter wrote by his late Ma- 
jeſty to the King of Spain, containing a Promiſe 
of the Reſtitution of Gibraltar. The Gentlemen of 
the Oppoſition had a regular Information of this 
Fact, from a Leiter laid before them in purſuance 
of their Addreſs of Fanuary 23, for Papers, from 
a Letter from the Marqueſs de Poxzobueno's Letter 
to the D. of N le. Accordingly, Feb. 6, 
Mr. Sandys moved, That an humble Addreſs be 
„ preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be gra- 
cCiouſly pleaſed to communicate to this Houſe, 
«© Copies of the Declaration, Letter, or Engage- 
ment, which, in the Marqueſs de Pozzobuend's 
Letter to the D. of N — /e of the 21ſt of 
„December laſt, is aſſerted to be a poſitive Pro- 
« miſe, upon which the King of Spain founds his 
e peremptory Demand for the Reſtitution of Gi- 
% braltar, which had been ſo ſolemnly yielded to 
e the Crown of Great Britain by the Treaty of 
«« NMrecht, and was afterwards confirm'd and 
granted to Great Britain by the King of Spain's 
„ Acceſſion to the Quadruple Alliance.” This 
Motion was ſupported with great Warmth by ſe- 
veral Members, particularly by Mr. * *, who took 
notice 
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notice of a Letter \ written in 1721, t0 one of the 
= tor's Plenipotentiaries at Cambray, wherein 
tomiſe for the Reſtitution of Gibraltar was 
a prefsly..mention'd. But his old Friend Sir R. V. 
oppoſed the Motion, becauſe, . ſaid he, the Pro- 

miſe made by his Majeſty was but conditional; 
and as for the Declaration or Letter, the Saen 
nication of which was inſiſted on, the ſame was al- 


together impracticable and unprecedented; the pti- 


vate Cabinets of Princes being almoſt as ſacred as 
their very Perſons, But Mr. * * i in Oppoſition to 
this affirm'd, that the Promiſe was abſolute and 
conditional, ſince the Treaty mentioned in the 
Letter had actually been ratify'd by the King of 
Spain. 

= the Reader cannot be ſo ſzpſible of the Im- 
portance of the Debates on this Queſtion, which 
were often renewed, without ſceing che Letter itſelf, 


it may be proper to print it here. 


COPY ofa LeTTrr from his late Nec 
King GEeoRGe the Firſt to the King of 


Pin. 


— my BROTHER, 


17 Hape learned with\great Satisfa@ion, * the Re- 
f my }Amhaſfggor at yaur Cyurt, het Jour 
Majeſty is ut :lofti reſolved to remove the Obſtacles 
bab ih- for amt Time delayed the entire Arcom- 
-pliſbment:of aun Union , ſiuce from the Confidence 
tùich. yaur . Majeſty expreſſes - towards me, I may 
look upon the Trealies,  whieb have been in Queſtion 
let een us, as re- eſtabliſbed: and that - accordingly 

whae Inflruments neceſſary for the carrying on. tbe 
Trade of my Subjefts, will be delivered out. I do 
: a longer ballauce to aſſure your Majeſty of my Rea- 


dings 4 ſatisfy. you, with regard to your Demand 
129 the 9 of „ promiſing * 
to 


ay 
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to make uſe of the firſt favourable Opportunity ts 
regulate this Article with tbe Conſent of my Parlia- 
ment. And to give your Majeſty. a farther Proof 
of my Affection, I have ordered my Ambaſſador, as 
ſoon as the Negotiation with 'which be has been 
charged Hall be finiſhed, to propoſe to your Maje- 
ſty new Engagements to be entered into, in Con- 
cert, and jointly with France, ſuitable to the pre- 
ſent Conjunfture, not only for ſtrengthening our 
Union, but alſo for ſecuring the Tranquility of Eu- 
rope: Nour Majeſty may be perſuaded that I, on my 
Part, will ſbew all the Facility imaginable, pro- 
miſing myſelf that you will do the ſame, for the 
mutual Benefit of our Kingdoms, being moſt per- 
fedtly, 


Sir, my Brother, 
Y Your Majeſty's good Brother, 
June 1, 1721. 


To the King of Spain, 
Mouſieur, my Brother. 


GxoRce R. 


The Reader may perceive from the above Let- 
ter, that there is no other Condition expreſs'd, 
than his Majeſty's obtaining the Conſent of his 
Parliament, and that is expreſs'd in ſuch Terms as 


that his Catholic Majeſty could have no doubt of 
his Britannic Majeſty's obtaining it; but we have 
never yet ſeen thoſe who either adviſed or dictated 
this Letter called to any Account. 
The Affairs of the North, together with the 
Charter granted by, the Emperor to the yy 
Company, to the great Prejudice of the Britiſß an 
- Dutch Commerce, made a conſiderable Noiſe this 
Seſſion. Accordingly February the 7th, the Com- 
mons reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for Copies ow 
1 1 luce 
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ſuch Memorials and Repreſentations, as have been 


made to the Court of Vienna, concerning the Char- 
ter granted to the Oſtend Company, with the An- 
ſwers. thereto, After which the Lord Morpeth 
moved, That another Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
direct Copies to be laid before the Houſe of all 
ſuch Memorials or Repreſentations to his Majeſty, 
frem the Crowns of Sweden and Denmark, as did 
induce him to ſend the Squadron of Ships the laſt 
Year into the Ba/tick, at ſo great an Expence to 
this Kingdom. 

This Queſtion was very ſtrongly ſupported by 
Mr. * *, who run out upon the ridiculous Ex- 
pences they had been at, from the idle Fears which 
our Government then entertained of the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, and expatiated mightily upon the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of ſending theſe. Fleets at a Conjuncture 
when they could be ſerviceable for nothing, but to 
protect Bremen and Verden, and the other Hano- 
verian Acquiſttions. If the Reader compares this 
way of Reaſoning with ſome Facts that have ſince 
happened, he would be amazed to find the ſame 
Man earneſt for impeaching the Miniſtry for be- 
ing at the Expence of ſending a few Ships to the 
Ballick, the Charges of which were by no Means 
loſt to the Nation, and yet voting ſtrenuouſly for 
our ſending near 40, ooo Land Forces for the very 
ſame Purpoſe at an immenſe Charge, every Shil- 
ling of which is Loſs to Exgland. The Queſtion, 
however, being put upon my Lord Morpetb's Mo- 
tion, it paſs'd in the Negative, by 196 Voices, 2 
gainſt 79. So inconſiderable as yet were the Coun- 
try Party. | 

As the Preſervation of Hanover was the ſole 
Motive of our dipping into Foreign Engagements 
as we then did, ſo the Country Party ſeized every 
Opportunity of expoſing this Motive to the Eyes 
of the Public, Accordingly, when 12,000 Heſſian 

0D 2 Troops 
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Troops were taken into Pay, Mr. was one 


of the firſt who roar'd our againſt it, as an Ha- 
noverian Meaſure, apparently without foreſeeing 


the Time would come, that he would vote for 


22,000 Hanoverians and Heſſians for the very ſame 
Purpoſes, and at a much greater Expence. 

In the Accounts of this Year, there being an 
Article of the Sum of 125,000 J. charged in gene- 
ral Terms, as iſſued out for other Engagements 
and Expences, over and above ſuch as arg there- 
in particularly ſpecified 3 upon which our Patriot, 
and his Friends, ſtrenuouſly inſiſted, that before 
the ſaid Account of the Deficiency of the laſt Year's 
Grants was referred to the Grand Committee, 
(which Reference, according to the Ufage of Par- 
liaments, tacitly implies an Acquieſcence in the 
Diſpoſal of the Money therein mentioned,) the 
Houſe ſhould be acquainted with the particular Diſ- 
poſition of ſo conſiderable a Sum as 125,000 J. 
But all Motions on this were over-ruled by put- 
ting the previous Queſtion ; however Mr, * * 
and his Friends, who knew that this was ſo unpar- 
liamentary a way of proceeding, that the Court 


would not care to puſh it, or ſtand by the Reſo- 


lution, renewed the Attack; and it was moved and 
reſolved, without dividiog, to addreſs his Majeſty 
for a particular and diſtinct Account of the Diſtri- 
bution of the Sum of 125,000 J. which in an Ac- 
count laid before the Houſe, ſhewing how the Mo- 
ney given for the Year 1726 has been diſpoſed of, 
is charged to have been iſſued for other Engage- 
ments and Expences, over and above ſuch as are 
therein particularly ſpecified for the ſecuring the 
Trade of this Kingdom, and preſerving the Peace 
of Europe; and allo of the Times when the ſaid 
Sum of 125.000 J. was iſſued and diſtributed, 
Some Days after, Sir Paul Methuen reported to 


the Houſe, that their Addreſs of - the 14th Inſtant, 


(viz. That his Majeſty would be graciouſly. pleaſed 
to 


We. 

to direct the propen Officers to lay before this 
Houſe a particular and diſtinct Account of:; the 
Diſtribution of the Sum of 125,000 J. which in an 
Account laid before this Houſe, ſhewing how the 
Money given far the Year 1726, has bern diſ- 
poſed ot, is charged to have been iſſued for other 
Engagements and Expences, over and above ſuch 
as are therein particularly ſpecified, for the ſecur- 
ing the Trade of this Kingdom, and preſerving 
the Peace of Europe, and of the Time or Times 
when the ſaid Sum of 125000 J. was iſſued and diſ- 
tributed,) had been preſented to his Majeſty ; and 
that his Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint 
this Houſe, that the Sum of Money mentioned in 
this Addreſs has been iſſued and diſburſed purſuant 
to the Power given to his Majeſty by Parliament, 
for neceflary Services and Engagements of the ut- 
molt Importance to the Trade and Navigation of 
this Kingdom, and the Tranquillity of Europe, 
and which requite the greateſt Secrecy; and there 
fore a particular. and diſtinct Account of the. Dil- 
tribution of it cannot poſſibly be given without a 
mnniteſt Prejudice to the Public. 

- Thereupon Mr.“ * endeavour'd to ſhew the Inſuf- 
ficiency of that Anſwer, alledging that he had.an 
entire Confidence in his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, 
paternal Care, and Royal Word ; but that, when 
in the laſt Seſſion the: Houſe came to a Reſolution 
effectually to provide for, and make good all:tuch 
Expences and Engagements as ſhould be made for 
the Security of the Trade -and Navigation - of this 
Kingdom, and for the Preſervation of the Peace 
of Europe, the Commons did not thereby diveſt 
themſelves, of their undoubted Right of being ac 
quainted with the Diſpoſition of public Money; 
that if they gave up ſo eſſential a Right, that Houle 
would become altogether uſeleſs, or ſerve only 
blindly to approve of, and regiſter the Acts and 
Deeds of the Miniſters. That he did not in the 
etc bt leaſt 
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leaſt doubt the Iſſuing and Diſburſements of the 
| 125,000 J. in Queſtion for neceſſary Services: Bur 
that, if they were ſatisfied with ſuch a general Ac- 
count, the ſame might in future Reigns prove a 
very dangerous Precedent, and ſerve to cover Em- 
bezzlements of the public Treaſure 3; therefore he 
Mov'p, that a farther humble Addreſs be made to 
his Majeſty, humbly repreſenting the indiſpute- 
able Right of this Houſe to have particular and 
diſtin& Accounts laid before them of the Diſpo- 
ſition of all Money granted by this Houſe for the 
Service of the Public ; and this Houſe did moſt 
earneſtly beſeech his Majeſty, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to order ſuch an Account of the 
125,000 / ſaid to be expended for ſecuring the 
Trade of this Kindom, and preſerving the Peace 
of Europe, to be forthwith laid before the Houſe. 

The Courtiers in Anſwer to this Motion repre- 
ſented, That the Sum in Queſtion was inconſider- 
able, and that it was impoſſible effectually to car- 
ry on important Negotiations without expending a 
great deal of Money in ſecret Service; and Mr. St. 
Fohn Broderick mentioned in particular a Caſe in 
Queen Annes Reign, when the Commons acquieſ- 
ced in ſuch a general Anſwer, for a more conſider- 
able Sum. The Precedent by him quoted was read 
by the Clerk as follows, viz. 

On the 16th of Fanuary, 1710-11, Mr. Secre- 
tary St. Jobn acquainted the Commons that their 
Addreſſes of the 5th and 8th Inſtant had been pre- 
ſented to her Majeſty, That ſhe would be plea- 
« ſed to give Direction to the proper Officers ts 
« Jay before the Houſe Accounts relating to the 
« Poundage and Day's Pay, deducted out of the 
« Pay of the Army; of the Deficiencies of the 
« Grants and of the Funds ſince Michaelmas 1701 ; 
« of the Payment of her Majeſty's Proportion of 
«« Subſidies to her Allies; and of all the Penſions 
% payable out of the Revenue and Warrants, and 

Directions 


n 


(23) 
Directions for Penſions; and alſo of the Diſ- 
tributions of the Contingencies, and Forage and 
Waggon-Money, granted for the Forces in Han- 
ders in her Majeſty's Pay, and of the Diſtribu- 
tions of the Money granted for Contingencies 
of the Guard, Garriſons, and Land-Forces in 
Great Britain : And that her Majeſty had been 
pleaſed to give Directions for laying all the ſaid 
Accounts before this Houſe, except the Accounts 
of Contingencies, 'and the Account touching the 
Deficiencies of the Grants and Funds had al- 
ready been laid · before the Houſe: And that 
other of the Accounts were preparing, and would 
ſoon be laid before the Houſe ; but that as to 
the Account of Contingencies, it was not poſ- 
ſible from the Nature of the Service, which re- 
quired the utmoſt Secrecy, for an Account of 


them to be made; but that they were really diſ- 


tributed.” 
Some Objections were raiſed to this Precedent, 


as if the Caſe was not parallel: Beſides which, Mr. 
Onfow chiefly inſiſted on the Promiſe made to the 


Houſe the laſt Seſſion, by a great Man in the Ad- 
miniſtration, that they ſhould have a particular Ac- 


count of all the Money that ſhould be expended 
upon the Vote of Credit, which Promiſe induced 
the Houſe to come ſo readily into it. They were 
anſwered by Sir William Strickland, Mr. Trelawny, 
Mr. Conduit, and Sir Robert Walpole : To whom 


Sir Themas Hanmer replied. After which the Queſ- 


tion upon Mr.“ s Motion being called for, it 


was carried in the Negative by 235 Voices againſt 
110, Then it was moved and refolved without 


dividing, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 


his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the Thanks of 


this Houſe for his great Care and Wiſdom in tak- 


ing ſuch Steps, and entering into ſuch Engage- 
ments, as his Majeſty thought would beſt conduce 
to the Security ot the Trade and Navigation of this 

£41 Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, and to the Preſervation of the Peace of 
Europe and to aſſure his Majeſty that this Houſe, 
placing an entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Good- 
neſs and Regard for the Intereſt of his People, will 
ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty in all fuch fur- 
ther Meafures as his Majeſty” ſhall find neceſſary 
and expedient for preventing a Rupture, and for 
the Honour and Advantages of theſe Kingdoms, 
Parliamentary Addreſſes to the Crown are to be 
extremely well conſider*d' before they are agreed to: 
There is no manner of Doubt, that ſome Part of the 
Operations of every Government require to be con- 
ceaPd from the Eye of the Public; therefore a-Houſe 
of Commons ſhould be exceedingly careful how they 
addrels for any Thing which may publiſh thoſ&Mea- 
ſures, that in their own Nature require Scerecy: But 
on the other hand, che Buſineſs of a Court, and 
that of a Parliament, may be very different. A Court 
may circumſcribe the Objects of parliamentary En- 
quiry within ſo narrow ea Compaſs, as to leave it 
very little Po wer beſides that of granting the Mo- 
ney which is demanded of it But an honeſt Par- 
liament will ever make themſelves Judges of Men- 
ſures, even after they are executed; becauſe it is 
from the Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of theſe Meaſures 
only, that they can judge of the Capacity or Inca- 
pacity, the Virtues: or the Viees of their ſeveral 
Agents: At the fame Time we are to conſider, 
that thb! Int onveniencies: may at ĩſe from a Court's 
lay ing before the Parliament all the Papers relating 
to Negocntions, which require in their o/n Na- 
ture to be ſecret; yet theſe Inconveniences are but 
inconſiderable, when compar'd to that which ariſes | 
from the Diſregatd ſhewn to a Parliamentary Ad- 
dreſs, hen che Subject of it is nor complied with : 
Becauſe it is ſtill to be preſum'd, that the Par- 
liament had foreſeen and guarded againſt all bad 
Conſeqqueners that could pollibly. attend the- Papers 
"OE. Communicated 3 and the Precedent of I | 
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fuſal to comply with a Parliamentary Addreſs, 
however ſpeciouſly that Refuſal is colour'd, may 
draw on the Practice of the Crown's refuſing to 
communicate any Papers upon ſuch Addreſſes. Be- 


ſides, we are to conſider the Parliament as his Ma- 
jeſty*s great Council, and all other Councils as ſub- 
ordinate to it y therefore a Parliament, in calling for 
Papers, exerciſes no other Power than that of taking 
the Buſineſs out of the Hands of their Subſtitutes 
into their own, But ſtill it may be ſaid, that the 
Negotiations betwixt his Majeſty and foreign States 
may be of ſuch a Nature, as that the leaſt Diſcovery 
of any Part of them may blaſt all their Effects, 
and loſe us the Confidence of foreign Powers. To 
this it is readily anſwer'd, That as the Parliament is 
his Majeſty's great Council, they are met to conſi- 
der upon the Afﬀairs of the Nation which come be- 
fore them, either ariſing from their own Rights, or 
as communicated to them by his Majeſty. If they 
are communicated by his Majeſty, it is always to 
be preſumed, that when there is any thing peculiar 
as to Secrecy in them, which may be detrimental to 
the Nation if divulg'd, that the Houſe will be pre- 
viouſly acquainted therewith in general Terms, that 
it may be upon its Guard. In ſuch Caſes the Houle 
always chuſes by Ballot, or otherwiſe a Secret 
Committee, who are as much upon Oath not to di- 
vulge or publiſh any of the Contents of what is laid 
before them, as the Privy Council or the Cabinet 
Council is; So that in any Event it has been ever 
deem'd a Stretch of the Prerogative to refule to 
communicate Papers upon a parliamentary Ad- 
dreſs. ON | 
It was no Wonder, therefore, if Mr. * made 
a very violent Ule of theſe Arguments upon this 
Occaſion, and if he acquir'd great Strength and 
Credit both to himſelf and his Party by always diſ- 
treſſing the Court upon a Queſtion in which he, had 


ſo viſible a Superiority of Argument: And yet I 
E will 
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will venture to ſay, that ſince he and his Friends 
came into Power, they have defeated as many Mo- 
tions for Addreſſes, in proportion to the Shortneſs 
of their Continuance in it, as ever their Predeceſſors 
did; and that we have ſeen, during that Time, more 
diſſatisfactory Anſwers to Addreſſes from the H—ſe 
of C- ns come from the Cn, than ever 
came during all the long Adminiſtration which 
they then oppoſed ; and thoſe Anſwers paſs unob- 
ſery*d or excus'd by them, when animadverted upon 
by others. 

A veryextraordinary Affair happen'd this Seſ- 
ſion: On Feb. 15, a Petition of George Townſhend 
and others, hte Commiſſioners for licenſing Haw- 
kers, Sc. was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
praying, That Leave may be given to bring in a 
© Bill to enable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury to compound with the Petitioners 
© for a Debt due to the Crown, occaſion*d by the 
© Default of Thomas Tomkins, late Caſhier of the ſaid 
Office, who hath withdrawn himſelf beyond the 
« Seas, or that they may have ſuch other Relief as to 
© the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet.“ Sir Robert Walpole 
having acquainted the Houſe, that his Majeſty gave 
his Conſent, that ſuch a Bill might be brought in- 
to the Houſe, as was deſired by the Petitioners, the 
faid Petition was referred to a Committee of the 
whole Houle, Feb. 28, in a Committee of the 
whole Houſe they examin'd the Allegations of the 
Petition of the late Commiſſioners for licenſing 
Hawkers and Pedlars, and alſo the Papers annexed 
to it, and likewile call'd in and examin'd ſeveral of 
the Perſons order'd by the Houſe to attend the ſaid 
Committee, and came to ſeveral Reſolutions, the 
Report whereof was put off till the 7th of March. 
Mr, upon this Occaſion run out into very ſe- 
vere, -and ſome thought very indecent Reflections, 
upon the Neglect and Miſmanagement of the Re- 
venue. 
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March 7, Mr. Farrer reported from the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Petition 
of George Townſhend, &c. late Commiſſioners for 
licenſing Hawkers, Sc. had been referred, the Re- 
{ſolutions they had directed him to report, which 
were as follow, viz. ** x. That it appears to this 
Committee, that no Money was paid into his Ma- 
jeſty's Exchequer on Account of the Duties upon 
Hawkers and Pedlars from Midſummer 1719 to 
Midſummer 1723, except 1500/. although the 
Commiſſioners for managing the ſaid Revenue are 
requir'd, by Act of Parliament, to pay all the Mo- 
ney ariſing by the ſaid Duties into the Exchequer, 
once every Week. 2. That it appears to this 
Committee, that by reaſon of the looſe, careleſs, 
and neglectful Management of the late Commil- 
ſioners for the Duties upon Hawkers and Pedlars, 
there is a Deficiency of 36, 69 3 J. 135. 54. over 
and above 600 JI. which has been paid by the Se- 
curities of Thomas Tomkins, late Caſhier to the ſaid 
Commiſſionets.“ 
The ſaid Reſolutions being ſeverally read a ſe- 
cond time, were, upon the Queſtion ſeverally put 
thereupon, agreed to by the Houſe : After which, 
Sir liam Myndbam took notice of the Neglect of 
thoſe who were a Check on the Managers of that 
Branch of the public Revenue; and who, there- 
fore, ought in time to have call'd upon them for 
the Money that paſs'd chro? their Hands, according 
to the Direction of the Act of Parliament. That 
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it might be ſaid, that they were even more guilty 


than the Commiſſioners of Hawkers and Pedlars 
themſelves ; ſince they not only had connived for 
four Years at the Embezzlement of the public Mo- 
ney, but had for three Years more neglected to re- 
cover the ſame, and ſeem'd at laſt to have encou- 
rag*d a Petition to the Houſe to have it remitted 
and that the granting ſuch a Petition would be giv- 
ing a parliamentary Sanction to ſuch vile Practices, 

E 2 and 
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and opening wide a Door for the like Miſmanage- 
ments of the public Treaſure. He was ſeconded by 
Mr. * *, who animadverted very ſeverely on the 
Neglect of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
whoſe Office and Duty it was to have call'd the Pe- 
titioners to Account. Hereupon Sir William Yonge 
endeavour'd to excuſe the preſent Adminiſtration, 
the Failure of the Caſhire of the Commiſſioners ' of 
Hawkers and Pedlars, which had occaſion'd the 
Deficiency in queſtion, having happen'd before 
their Time; and the Multiplicity of arduous, im- 

ortant, and intricate Affairs, that fell out ſince, 
having ſo taken up the Attention of the Managers 
of the Treaſury, that it was no Wonder if ſo incon- 
ſiderable a Branch of the Revenue had eſcap'd their 
Notice. And then moved, © That the Petition of the 
late Commiſſioners of Hawkers and Pedlars be re- 
jected * which was carried without dividing. 
Mr. * * however impatient under the Defeat of a 
Motion ſo reaſonable in itſelf, that the rejecting of 
it ſeemed to defeat all the Power of Parliament, re- 
newed the Charge with great Vigour, inveighing 
againſt the Audaciouſneſs of fome Perſons, who by 


their corrupt Management thought themſelves ſo 


powerful and ſecure, as to dare to ſcreen the great- 
eſt Offenders. To which an eminent Member re- 
ply'd, That he could not help reflecting on the En- 
vy and Rancour of ſome Men, who made it their 
conſtant Buſineſs to thwart and revile thoſe who 
had the Honour to have a Share in the Adminiſtra- 
tion; and who, not ſatisfied with ſnewing their Ma- 


lignity within thoſe Walls, ſhot likewiſe their Poi- 


ſon in the dark, and ſcatrer*d it under Allegories in 
vile Libels. To prevent farther Altercation, the 
Courtiers call'd for the Order of the Day, and the 
Queſtion being put thereon, it was carried in the 

Affirmative, by 248 Voices againſt 124. 
The Reflection thrown out by the eminent Mem- 
ber abovementioned, was owing to the Noiſe which 
18 455 


>” 


( 29 ) 
Political Writings, of which Mr. * * was thought 
to be the Patron, began to make at this Time, 
Mr. * * ſaid, That by the ſame Rule which this 
Member could prove the Paper he hinted at to be 
libellous, he could prove that the Scripture ſpoke 
Blaſphemy ; for, continued he, there is a Paſſage 
in Scripture which ſays there is xo God, which, no 
doubt, is Blaſphemy, unleſs we take Notice at the 
ſame time that it was the Fool who faid it, point- 
ing full on the honourable Member. And yet how 
muſt the Reader be aſtoniſh'd, . when he hears, that 
the ſame Perſon no ſooner came into Power, than 
he denounc'd Fire and Fury upon all public Wri- 
tings againſt himſelf and the Government! 

In Apri/ 26, when the Houſe was in a grand 
Committee to conſider of Hays and Means, Sir 
William Yonge moved, That towards railing the 
Supply granted his Majeſty, the Sum of 370, oool. 
be raiſed by Loans, or by Exchequer Bills, to be 
charg'd on the Surpluſſes ariſen, or to ariſe, from 
and after Michaelmas 1726, for the Duties on Coals 
and Culm, granted by an Act of the 5th Year of 
his Majeſty's Reign from the 29th of Seht. 1725, to 
Lady-day 1751, and by a ſubſequent Act or the 
6th Year of his Majeſty's Reign made perpetual, 
and which are reſerved for the Diſpoſition of Par- 
« liament.” This Motion, tho* powerfully ſeconded, 
was vigorouſly objected to by Mr. *, who ſaid, 
that by ſeveral Votes and Acts of Parliament, all 
the Exceedings or Surpluſſes of Public Funds were 
to be applied towards the leſſening of the Public 
Debts, or to the Increaſe of the Sinking Fund; and 
that this Diſpoſition could not be alter'd without 
wounding the public Credit, which was already ex- 
treme low, ſince the taking off any Part of the 
Mortgage could not but leſſen the Security of Debt: 
That it was ſomewhat ſtrange ſuch a Morion ſhou'd 
be made by thoſe very Perſons who had the Ho- 
nour of being in the Adminiſtration, who could 


not 
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not have forgot what his Majeſty ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended trom the Throne at the Opening of 
this Seſſion, ©* That the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
„might be immediately applied to the Uſes for 
© which it was ſo wiſely contrived, and to which it 
«© now ſtands appropriated.” And that this Motion 
was {till the more ſurprizing, after the large Vote of 
Credit the Houſe had ſo lately come to. Notwith- 
ftanding his Reaſons, the Motion was carried in 
the Affirmative. 

Towards the Beginning of the next Seſſion of 
Parliament, which fat down on Fune 27, 1727, 
and was the firſt Seſſion under his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, Sir Robert Walpole repreſented, That the 
annual Sum of 700,000 /. granted to, and ſet- 
tled on the late King, for the Support of his 
Houſhold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown, falling ſhort every Year, they had been 
obliged to make it up another Way : And that his 
preſent Majeſty's neceſſary Expences being like to 
increaſe by realon of the Largeneſs of his Family, 
and of ſettling a Houſhold for his Royal Conſort, 
he therefore moved, „That the entire Revenues of 
the Civil Liſt, which produced about 100,000 /. 
per Annum above the ſaid yearly Sum of 700,000/. 
might be ſettled on his Majeſty during Life.” No 
Oppoiition being made to this Motion by our Pa- 
triot, it gave the World very ſtrong Reaſons for be- 
lieving that his Oppoſition was ſuſpended till ſuch 
time as he ſhould know whether the Royal Pulſe 
beat in his Favour or not. This Conjecture was 
confirm'd by his not oppoſing the doubling of the 
_ Dowry, which paſs'd unanimouſly. 

ut all his Hopes of Reconciliation and Re-ad- 
miſſion to Power failing before the Commence- 
ment of next Parliament, he ſignaliz'd himſelf in 
his oppoſing the keeping of 12,000 Heſſians in 
the Pay of Great Britain, and objected, that by 
the ſaid Treaty the contracting Parties were not 
obliged to furniſh the Succours ſtipulated therein, 
but 
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but within two Months after Requiſition ; and that 
even in ſuch a Caſe Great Britain was only to fur- 
niſh Men of War or Tranſport-Ships, or even 
Subſidies of Money, at the Choice of the Party re- 
quiring ſaid Succours. But the Queſtion being put, 
was carried in the Affirmative, by 2 80 Votes againſt 
84: So very inconſiderable was the Minority at the 
Commencement of this Parliament. 
February 2 zd, the Commons, in a Committee on 
the Supply, came, inter alia, to the following Re- 
ſolution, vix. That 1,750,000 /. be raiſed by 
Grant or Sale to the Bank of England of Annuities 
not exceeding 70,000 J. per Annum, being after 
the Rate of 41. per Cent. per Ann. redeemable by 
Parliament, to commence from the 24th of June 
1728, and to be charg'd on the Duties on Coals 
and Culm.” Hereupon Mr, ** obſerv'd, IThat the 
ſhifting of Funds was but the perpetuating of Tax- 
es, and putting off the evil Day ; and that notwith- 
ſtanding the great Merit that ſome had built on the 
Sinking Fund, it appeared that the National Debt 
had been increaſed ſince the ſetting up of that pom- 
pous Project. Upon which Sir Nathaniel Gould, an 
eminent Merchant, ſaid, he apprehended that Gen- 
tleman had his Notions out of a Treatiſe, entitled, 
A State of the National Debt, &c. ſuppoſed to be 
written by that very Gentleman : But that if he un- 
derſtood any thing, it was Numbers; and he durſt 
pawn his Credit and Reputation to prove that Au- 
thor's Calculations and Inferences to be falſe and 
erroneous. To this Mr, * * replied, That he took 
them to be right, and he would likewiſe pawn his 
Credit and Reputation to make good his Aſſertion. 
Upon this Sir Robert Walpole took up the Cudgels, 
and ſaid, he would maintain what Sir Nathaniel 
Gould had advanced. Several warm Expreſſions 
having paſt on both Sides, Mr. Hungerford inter- 
pos'd, in a jocular Speech, that put the Houſe in 
good Humour, and ſo the Diſpute ended. 
| 1 February 
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February 29, Sir Paul Methuen reported to the 
Houſe, That their Addreſs for a particular and di- 
ſtint Account of the Sum of 250,000 J. Cc. had 
been preſented to his Majeſty, and that his Ma- 


jeſty had commanded him to acquaint the Houſe, 


that the late King, his Majeſty's Royal Father, hav- 
ing the like Occaſion, received from the laſt Par- 
liament the moſt dutiful Acknowledgments of his 
great Care and Wiſdom, in taking ſuch Steps, and 
entering into ſuch Engagements, as he thought wou'd 
beſt conduce to the Security of this Kingdom, and 
the Preſer vation of the Peace of Europe; and at the 
ſame time the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of their future 
Support, in all ſuch further Meaſures as he ſhould 
find neceſſary and expedient for preventing a Rup- 
ture, and for the Honour and Advantages of thoſe 
Kingdoms: And a Power being accordingly given 
by Parliament to his late Majeſty, for iſſuing and 
applying ſuch Sums of Money as he ſhould find 
neceflary, for anſwering and defray ing ſuch Expen- 
ces and Engagements, as had been, or ſhou'd be 
made, for theſe great and neceſſary Purpoſes ; ſome 
Part of the Money mention'd in this Addreſs had 
been iſſued and disburſed by his late Majeſty ; and 
the remaining Part had been applied by his preſent 


Majeſty for carrying on the ſame neceſſary Services; 


for ſtrengthening his Alliances, and in fulfilling En- 
gagements of the utmoſt Importance to theſe King- 
doms, and to the general Tranquility of Europe, 
and which require the greateſt Secrecy. His Ma- 
jeſty therefore hopes that this Houſe will repoſe the 
ſame Confidence in him; and be aſſured, that the 
Money has been neceſſarily expended, purſuant to 
the Power given by Act of Parliament, and for the 
Uſes and Purpoſes therein directed; and that a par- 
ticular and diftinR Account thereof cannot be giv- 

en, without manifeſt Prejudice to the Public. 
Upon this Mr. * “ raig'd ſeveral weighty Ob- 
jections againſt ſuch a vague and general Way of 
accounting 
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accounting for Public Money, as tending to render 
Parliaments altogether inſignificant and uſeleſs ; to 
cover Embezzlements, and to ſcreen corrupt and 
rapacious Miniſters; urging the Increaſe of the Na- 
tional Debt, notwithſtanding the ſo much-boaſted 
Sinking Fund, and inſiſting on having that impor- 
tant Affair immediately debated in a grand Com- 
mittee; but the Coutt- Party waved it, by moving 
to adjourn the Houſe to the 4th of March, which, 
after ſome Debate, was carried in the A ffir mative, 
by 202 Votes againſt 66. 

The Reader may here perceive from the great 
Majority, how much Mr. * * thought it his Duty 
as an Oppoſition- Man to oppoſe, under all Diſ- 
couragements : But indeed the not accounting for 
Money granted to the Crown by Parliament, ari- 
ſes from its not being appropriated to particular 
Uſes, which, if it is not, can only be owing to one of 
theſe two Reaſons, viz. An unbounded Confidence 
intheVirtue and Integrity of the Miniſtry ; orthe Un- 
fitneſs' of ſpecifying the particular Services to which 
the Money is applied, left the Diſcovery of them 
ſhould be a Ditcouragement to the Public Service, 
The firſt is a Reaſon that will hold with all corrup- 
ted Parliaments : Bur if the ſecond is a good Rea- 
ſon for granting Money without Appropriation, it, 
at the ſame time, unanſwerably holds as a good Argu- 
ment why ſuch Money ought not to be accounted for 
when expended. The Reaſon is plain, for if it is 
politically wiſe, not to diſcover private Service be- 
tore ſuch Money is granted, it is equally ſo after it 
is expended. The Effects of the Service may be 
diſappointed by the Diſcovery of the Application, 
and that Diſcovery may further render it impracti- 
cable for any Government ever to reap, for the fu-. 
ture, any Advantage from that Service. Therefore, 
if we admit it right to grant Money without appro- 
priating it, we muſt admit it to be right not to ſub- 
ject that Money to any Account. But our 1 
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ſeems, even in the Gall and Vinegar of his Oppo- 
ſition, to have had it in his Eye, that a Time might 
come, when it would be extremely convenient that 
the Parliament ſhould grant Money without any ap- 
propriating Clauſe ; in which Caſe he knew, from 
the Nature of Buſineſs, that it never would be ac- 
counted for. Theæreſore, tho? we find him frequent- 
ly diſtinguiſhing himſelf in calling upon the Mini- 
ſtry to account for Money that had been granted 
without any appropriating Clauſe, we find that he 
very ſeldom or never oppoſed ſuch a Grant, which, 
as we have ſeen, was the only Way to ſtrike at the 
Root of the Evil. Accordingly, he and his Friends 
ſeem to have been perfectly ſenſible of the Force of 
this Obſervation, ſince they came into Power. 
When the Reſolutions of the grand Committee 
to conſider the State of the National Debt were ex- 
amin'd in March 4, 1728, a Motion was made, 
That it appears that the Monies already iſſued and 
applied towards diſcharging the National Debts 
< incurr*d before Chriſtmas 1716, together with the 
Sum of 220, 435 J. 16s. 4d. which will be iſ⸗ 
« ſued at Lad) Day 1728, towards diſcharging the 
« ſaid Debts, amount to 6, 648,762 J. 55. 1d. 
A great Debate aroſe upon this, and our Patriot and 
his Friends ſuggeſted in general, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Supplies that were annually raiſed in the 
laſt Reign; notwithſtanding the great Sums of Mo- 
ney given from time to time for extraordinary Ex- 
pences and Secret Service; notwithſtanding the 
Produce ot the Sinking Fund; yet the Public Debts, 
for the gradual Diſcharge of which that famous Pro- 
ject was ſaid to be contrived, were rather increaſed 


than leſſen'd; and this in a Time of almoſt unin- 
terrupted Peace and Tranquility: Which muſt be 


owing to a very profuſe Management of the public 


Treaſure; and yielded but a very melancholly Proſ- 
pect; lince, at this Rate, our Debts muſt ſtill grow 
. taſter in Caſe of a War or public Troubles; fo that 
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the heavy and numerous Taxes, that now lye upon 
the Nation, muſt be perpetuated to the lateſt Po- 
ſterity. Then entering upon Particulars, they took 
notice of the Artifice with which the Accounts that 
lay before them were drawn up: That in order to 
{well that of the Sums ſaid to have been iſſued and 
applied towards the Diſcharge of the Public Debts, 
incurr'd before Chriſtmas 1716, there were added to 
it above three Millions, for the advanc'd Price giv- 
en in the Year 1720, in order to make the Irredeem- 
ables redeemable, which could not properly be call- 
ed Payment of thoſe Debts; whereas, on the other 
hand, in the Account of the preſent National Debt, 
or of the Increaſe of that Debt ſince Chriſtmas 1716. 
ſeveral large Sums were omitted, particularly one 
Million raiſed upon the Civil Liſt, and ſeveral De- 
ficiences on the Land-Tax, Malt, and other Funds, 
which certainly ſtill remain'd a Public Debt. Here- 
upon Sir Robert Walpole, having ſhew'd the Nature 
and State of the Public Debts, and the Operation 
and Efficacy of the Sinking Fund, ſtrenuouſly main- 
tain'd the Aſſertion contain'd in the Motion. The 
oppoſite Party perceiving that the Majority of the 
Committee were for the Motion, moved, That Mr. 
Speaker ſhould reſume the Chair : But, after ſome 
Debate, the Queſtion being put upon this ſecond 
Motion, it was carried in the Negative, by 250 Vot- 
ces againſt 97. ey 

The Reader will, no doubt, be ſurpriz'd to find 
Mr.“ * fulfilling his own Prophecy, like the Sooth- 
ſayer, who, after foretelling his own Death on ſuch 
a Day, rather than be accounted a falſe Prophet, 
kill'd himſelf on the very Day. Mr. * *, poſſibly, 
at that Time, did not ſuſpect that he was to be the 
very Perſon who was to exhibit the melancholly 
Proſpect he foretold. | 

This Seſſion was diſtinguiſh'd by many remark- 
able Debates upon the Public Funds, which at laſt 
ended in a Repreſentation of the State of the Na- 
; : F 2 tional 
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tional Debt, the Sinking Fund, and the Public 
Credit. Howe ver melancholly all theſe were at the 
Time the Repreſentation was made, and whatever 
good Grounds Mr. * * had to oppole that Repre- 
fn as it is worded, yet it is Certain that all 
theſe Particulars were in a flouriſhing Condition, 
compar'd to that in which they have been ſince he 
had the Honour to have ſome Direction in them 
all. | 
May 17, a Motion being made, That an hum- 
ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
% would be graciouſly plcaſed to give Directions, 
that the proper Officer do lay before this Houle, 
e an Account of the Sale of Woods, and Grants of 
« the Falls of Woods by his late Majeſty, from 
« Chriſtmas 1715, to June 1, 1727; and how the 
«© ſame have been accounted for: It occaſion'd 
a warm Debate, wherein Mr.“ * urged, That thro? 
the Connivance of ſome Men in tavour with our 
late moſt gracious King, his Majeſty's Goodneſs 
had been abuſed: in ſeveral Grants of conſiderable 
Falls of Wood, to the great Detriment and Waſte 
of the Royal Foreſts, at a Time when the Nation 
ſtood in ſo. great Need of Timber, for the repair- 
ing and building of Ships; and therefore he thought 
it very proper for the Houle to enquire, by what 
Means the ſaid Grants came to be obtain'd.* He 
was anſwer' d by Sir Robert Walpole, who repreſented, 
hat ſuch an Enquiry might be injurious to the Me- 
mory of ſome Dead, and after all prove altogether 
unprofitable to the Living.“ Then the previous 
Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion be now put, 
it paſs'd in the Negative. 

he next Seſſion of Parliament, which was in the 
Year 1728, was open'd by a very dubious Speech from 
the Crown, which exhibited a very odd kind of Proſ- 


pect of the Affairs of Europe in general, and this Na- 


tion in particular. Upon which the Commons, being 
return'd to their Houſe, and the Speaker having re- 
ported 
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ported it, Sir George Oxenden moved for an Addreſs, 
« To return his Majeſty the Thanks of the Houſe 
« for his moſt gracious Speech; to congratulate 
« his Majeſty upon the Arrival of the Prince of 
« Valles 3 to acknowledge his Majeſty's Good- 
„ neſs and Wiſdom in avoiding all Difficulties and 
«« Delays, by concerting the molt expeditious Me- 
e thods of concluding, with Honour and Juſtice, the 
«© Negociations depending at Soiſſons; to expreſs 
e their grateful Senſe of his Majeſty's tender Regard 
« for the Eaſe and Intereſt of his People, in declin- 


ing to plunge the Nation into greater and un- 


„ known Expences, as long as there is a Prof; 

« of obtaining a ſafe and honourable Peace; to aſ- 
« ſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe, fully convinc'd 
« that his Majeſty's own Honour and the Honour 
<« of the Nation are abave all things dear and pre- 
„ cious to him, entirely rely upon his Majeſty to 
«© do himſelf and the Nation Juſtice, as ſoon as any 
«« proper Occaſion ſhall call upon him for it, and 
«© to ſecure the Commerce of the Kingdom.” 

Mr. * * and his Friends took great Exceptions at 
the Word ſecure our Commerce, and inſiſted on the 
Impropriety of the Expreſſion, as if the Commerce 
of the Kingdom had been ruin'd; and thought it 
much more proper to ſay reſtore our Commerce: 
To ſupport their Opinion, they took notice of the 
many and great Loſſes ſuſtain'd by the Britiſb 
Merchants, by the Depredations of the Spaniards 
both in Europe and the Het-Ingies ; not without 
reflefting on ſome Perſons for not giving proper 
Orders to ſecure our Trade, to repreſs thoſe Inſults, 
and to make Reprizals according to the Law of Na- 
tions. This occaſion'd a Debate upon the Queſ- 
tion, Whether the Word ſecure ſhould ſtand, or 
whether reſtore ſhould be inſerted inſtead of it. Bur 
the moſt memorable Part of this Debate was what 
happen'd when an eminent Courtier produced a 
Pamphlet, ſuppos'd to be wrote by a Rt R d 
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P—— — te, entitled, Obſervations on the Conduct of 


Great-Britain, with regard to the Negociations and 
other Tranſattions Abroad, 1729, to juſtify the Con- 
duct of Great-Britain with relation to the ſuppos'd 
Inactivity of our Squadrons, and the Depredations 
committed by the Spaniards; and with that View 
containing Abſtracts of the Inſtructions given to 
Admiral Heier, and the other Commanders of the 
Britiſh Squadrons. Mr, * * animadverted upon and 
exploded that Pamphlet, as made up of glaring 
Miſrepreſentations of Facts, Inconſiſtences and Con- 
tradictions: He urg'd, that the Author, by his bold 
launching into Politics, his pretending to be let in- 
to the deepeſt Myſteries of State, and his publiſh- 
ing Part of the Inſtructions given to our Admirals, 
would be thought to write with Authority; yet it 
ſeem'd very extraordinary, and highly impropable, 
that an obſcure and nameleſs Pamphleteer, ſhould 
be favour'd with Papers of ſuch Importance and pri- 
vate Nature : That therefore it was more reaſona- 
ble to believe, that this Scribbler had ſurreptitiouſly 
procured theſe imperfect Lights and lame Abſtracts 
trom ſome of the Under-Clerks, which he printed 
with his own crude and indigeſted Obſervations, in 
order to curry Favour ; for that it could not be 
ſuppos'd, that Men of ſo great Abilities, as they 
who are at the Head of our Affairs, ſhould not 
know the Difference between the Flotilla and Gal- 
leons, or that they ſail'd from two Ports at a very 
great Diſtance from each other, Mr. * * was back*d 
by Capt. /-—n, Member for Penryn, who ſaid, 
* That he would not pretend to determine, whether 
thoſe Scraps of Inſtructions, publiſh'd in the Pam- 
phlet in queſtion, were genuine or forg'd ; but this 
he would venture to aver, That there were in them 
tome Things ſo very odd and inconſiſtent, as gave 
them a very ſuſpicious Aſpect; or, if genuine, ren- 
der'd them impracticable.% Hereupon Sir 7oſeph 
Fekyll ſaid, © That ſince the Courtiers fo * 
inſiſte 
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uinſiſted on the Word ſecure, he would readily com- 
1d ply with them, provided a ſmall Addition was made 
* to the Addreſs, to put them in mind of ſecuring 
d the Rights and Liberties of the People. Ar laſt 
* the Queſtion being call'd for, and put, Whether the 
* Word ſecure ſhould ſtand, it was carried in the Af- 
0 firmative, by 249 Votes againſt 87, and a Com- 
* mittee was appointed to draw up the faid Addreſs. 
d It may be worth while to obſerve here, that in 
Z the Courſe of the above Debate, Captain Y——2z, 
now Admiral Yn, took occaſion to throw out a 
4 great many ſevere Reflections upon the Miniſtry's 
3 Inſtructions to Admiral Hofer ; and, among other 
Things, he affirm'd, That it had been very eaſy 
1 for that Admiral to have brought the Spaniards to 
c Reaſon, by demoliſhing Porto Bello.“ Upon which, 
7 it was anſwer'd by a Gentleman of the ſame Profeſ- 
d ſion, That the Force which Admiral Hofer had 
along with him, was inſufficient for that Purpoſe ; 
A and that half the Royal Navy of England would 
be found too weak to deſtroy it.“ Captain u, 
in anſwer to this, faid in the Houſe, © That he would 
undertake, upon Pain of Death, to deſtroy it with 
fix Ships only.” This Declaration was very much ta- 
ken notice * at that Time, and the Courtiers look*d 
upon it as an impracticable Rhodomontade, which 
was remembred when that Admiral made his Word 
good; as we ſhall have Occaſion to take notice of 
in its proper Place. | 

Isa the Debate this Year upon the Number of 
Land Forces, Mr.“ * very warmly oppoſed the 
| Continuance of the Army. This he did upon the 
| Principles of the Revolution, eſtabliſh'd upon the 
Bill of Rights. He obſerved, * That during the late 
War, our Land Forces, together with thoſe in our 
Pay, amounted to-above 200,000 Men the Load 
of which lyes heavy upon us: But after the Peace 
of Utrecht, there was a general Reduction, except 
Abo 12,000 Men: That upon the late King's Ac- 
205 ceſſion, 
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ceſſion, when the Rebellion broke out in Scotland 
and England, the Army was indeed augmented with 
ſeveral Regiments, and other additional Troops; 
but theſe were again reduc'd not long after: That in 
the Lear 1727, upon the Proſpect of the great 
Dangers, that were apprehended from the Treaty 
of Vienna, an Augmentation of about 8000 Men 
was moved for in the Houſe, but the ſame was warm- 
ly oppoſed ; nor was it granted but upon Aſſurance 
that this. Expence ſhould ceaſe, as ſoon as the ex- 
traordinary Occaſion that call'd for it was over: 
That the Event has ſhewn, that moſt of theſe Dan- 
gers were groundleſs and chimerical, the Court of 
Vienna having readily agreed to Preliminaries, that 
have been look'd upon as a ſufficient Foundation 
for a general Pacification.” He then proceeded to 
ſhew the Inconſiſtency of late Meaſures, the Great- 
neſs! of the National Expence, and the Neceſſity of 
even a total Reduction of the. Forces. But after all 
this, the Queſtion was carried without any Diviſion. 

The Reader will, no doubt, be fond of comparing 
this way of Reaſoning with thoſe Circumſtances 
which the Nation was in, when Mr. ® * came into 
Power. A Man who reaſons for or againſt the 
keeping up a large Body of Forces, upon temporary 
Meaſures, has it always in his Power to act with 
ſome Appearance of Conſiſtency, ſhould he after - 
wards change his Sentiments; becauſe he has no- 
thing to do, but to deny that the ſame Reaſons ſub- 
ſiſt, or do not ſubſiſt. But a Perſon who, as Mr. * * 
always did after this Period, maintains the Incon- 
ſiſtency of Standing Armies, with the Liberties of 
a People, upon general and fundamental Principles, 
— = his own cody At an Advo- 
cate for keeping up a large of Troops, but in 
Time of actual * or War. F 
Upon the ſame Day the Reſolutions about the 
Army were reported and agreed to, Sir George Ox- 
enden, from the Commiſſioners of the Navy __ 
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fore the Houſe, an Account of the Amount of the 
Intereſt-Money which had been paid for Navy and 
Victualling Bills, from the 25th of December 1922, 
to the 25th of December 1728. This gave Occaſion 
to our Patriot to run mightily out in Obſervations 
upon the deplorable State of the Nation with regard 
to the Public Debts, and taking notice of the Re- 
port which had been preſented to his Majeſty about 


à Year before, concerning the State of the Public 


Funds, he ſaid, That notwithſtanding the boaſted 
good CEconomy. of the Government, it was ver 


plain, that the Public Debts were ſo far from dimi- 


niſhing, that they increaſed every Year : He then 
took occaſion to expatiate upon the Wiſdom and 
CEconomy of raiſing all Public Funds within the 
Year, and the Impoſlibility of the Nation to ſubſift 
- the Government went on as it did ſome time be- 
ore.” | 

To all this, the Courtiers anſwer'd, That the 
contrary plainly appear*d from the Produce of the 
Sinking Fund, by Means whereof the Supplies for 
this Year would be raiſed, without laying any new 


Taxes:* Hereupon it was mov'd, That this Houſe 


vill raiſe the Supplies neceſſary for the current 
« Service of this Year, without creating any new 
< Debt upon any Fund whatſoever :* But the Queſ- 


tion being put thereupon, it paſs'd in the Negative. 


If one applies thoſe Maxims of Frugality to ſome 
later Times, when the Nation is at an Expence 
of Ten Millions a Year, how will it ſound when he 
heats that the ſame Perſon who preach'd up all this 
virtuous CEconomy, was one of the firſt who voted 
for our launching out into all that unneceſſary Pro- 
digality. | 

In this Seſſions, an Account was laid before the 
Houſe of Commons of the Subſidies paid by his 
Majeſty to the King of Sweden, as Landgrave of 
Heſſi- Caſſel, and to that high and mighty Poten- 


knew 
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Knew very well that theſe Engagements were enter 
into not with'any View. of ſerving Great-Britain, 
or contributing towards the Tranquility of Europe; 
and that the Alliances then ſubſiſting betwixt his 
Majeſty and other Powers were ſufficient. for both 
:thele Purpoſes, a Motion was made, „ That an 
„humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 
„ deſire that this Houſe may be informed, what 
:«« Demands were made in behalf of the Crown of 
Great Britain to his Majeſty's Allies, for Suc- 
cours of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they 
were obliged to furniſh in purſuance of Treaties, 
during the late Hoſtilities and Siege of Gibraltar, 
and in what manner the ſaid Demands were com- 
«« ply'd with; or whether any Meaſures were ſet- 
« tled or concerted between the Crown of Great 
% Britain and its Allies, in order to carry on a ge- 
« neral and vigorous War, in caſe the Project of 
Preliminary Articles of Peace, under Conſidera- 
<« tion during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not been 
«© accepted.. But the Queſtion being put, it 

was carried in the Negative. 

Iwo Days after, Mr. Pelbam laid before the 
Houſe a Copy of the Eſtabliſhment of the Heſſian 
Forces for the Year 1729; and then in a grand 
Committee, the Commons conſider'd the Subſidies 
225 to foreign Princes, Mr. Pelbam, Sir Wil- 
iam Yonge, and ſome other Members, having 
ſhewn the Neceſſity of making good his Majeſty's 
Engagements, which the Commons had made their 
own, by approving of them; Mr. ““ ſaid there- 
upon, * He had ſo great a Regard for the King's 
Honour, that he would readily, at any time, give 
his Vote to enable his MajcRy to anſwer and diſ- 
charge his Engagements; but that at the ſame time, 
out of Regard to their Country whom they repre- 
ſented, and who labour'd under a heavy Load of 
Debts and Taxes, he thought it a Duty incumbent 
upon them, ta rgench all ſuperilyeus . 
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That in relation to the Demand now before them» 
he would not enter upon the Enquiry, whether ſuch 
a large Body of Heſian Auxiliaries was neceſſary 
at a Time of perſect Tranquillity, at leaſt, of In- 
action; but he begg'd Leave to obſerve, that the 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſe! uſed to keep 7000 Men 
conſtantly in his Pay ; and as he had only added 


ooo Men to make up the 12,000 which he was to 


furniſh to the Allies of Hanover, it ſeem'd but rea- 
ſonable that Great Britain ſhould pay for no more 
than thoſe 5000 additional Troops; adding, that 
the ſame might be ſaid with reſpect to the Duke of 
Wolfembuttle, who, notwithſtanding the Subſidy 
he received from Great Britain, maintained no more 
Troops than he did before.“ Hereupon the Mini- 
ſter endeavour'd to. juſtify the Meaſures that had 
been taken in conſequence of the Hanover Alliance, 
and in particular to ſhew how uſeful this Body of 
12000 Heſſians had been towards preventing the 
kindling of a War, for which che Court of Vienna, 
with the Aſſiſtance of Spanih Subſidies, had made 
great Preparations, and in order thereto had retain- 
ed Troops of three Electors, beſides the Augmen- 
tation of its ow n; adding, that for his Part, he 
was fully convinc'd, that had it not been for the 
Heſſians, the Emperor would not have come into 
the Preliminaries and other pacific Meaſures ; and 


therefore they ought not to grudge an Expence 
which had already prov'd ſo beneficial to the Tran- 
quillity of Europe. But to this our Patriot and his 


Friends reply'd, That whatever Gloſs might be 
put upon ſuch Meaſures, yet, in their Opinion, 
they were repugnant to the conſtant Maxims by 
< which England in former Times ſteer'd and ſquar'd 
its Conduct, with relation to its Intereſt Abroad: 
6 
a 
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That when our glorious Anceſtors had any Quar- 


rels with their Neighbours, they bravely fought 
them until they either beat them into a Peace, or 
forced them to buy it, of which there were many 
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Inſtances in Hiſtory : That our Navy is our na- 
tural Strength; and, if well manag'd, our beft 
Defence and Security : But if, in order to avoid 
a War, we are ſo condeſcending and fo free-heart- 
ed as to buy and maintain the Forces of foreign 
Princes, we are never like to fee an End of ſuch 
extravagant Expences.” 

The Reader will perceive, how very applicable 
this way of Reaſoning is to ſome late Events, in 
which, inſtead of 12,000 Men, near 30,000 have 
been taken into Pay, for Reaſons leſs juſtifiable and 
leſs affecting the Intereſt and Honour of Great Bri- 
tain, than thoſe which ſerv'd for a Pretext of keep- 
ing up thoſe He/ians : But notwithſtanding this un- 
conſtitutional and unfrugal Meaſure was .attended 
with great Expence to the Nation, yet it was at- 
rended at the fame time with this good Conſequence, 
that it was the firſt Thing which open'd the Eyes of 
the Public, to perceive the great Scheme, which has 
ſince been ſo conſtantly and invariably purſued, I 
mean, ſupporting the Intereſt of certain 1 — Do- 
minions: It was this likewiſe that open'd all the 
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great Field of Debate, which has ſince prov'd fo 


applicable to the ruinous Step of engaging in a 
Land War in Germany on the ſame Account; and 
we may venture to challenge our Patriot and his 
Friends, to produce one ſingle Period of all their 
Speeches and Writings againſt the He/ian Troops, 
at this Time, that will not equally ſerve as Argu- 
ments againſt the Meaſures which they themſelves 
have concerted and approved of. 

February 10, It was reſolved to addreſs his Ma- 
jeſty, That whenever it ſhall be neceſſary to take 
„% any foreign Troops into his Service, he will be 
« graciouſly pleaſed to uſe his Endeavours, that 
<< they be cloathed with the Manufacture of Great 
% Britain,” 

This Motion was, no doubt, extremely reaſon- 
able, as it tended to conſume a great deal of the Bri- 
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tiſb Manufactures, for which we muſt otherwiſe have 

id Money. The Savings to the Nation in the 

ear, in which this Addreſs was made, were but in- 
confiderable, in compariſon of what they would 
have been, had an Addrefs of the ſame Nature been 
comply'd with, which was preſented fince Mr. 
and his Friends came into Power. But tho? we faw 
ſuch an Addreſs preſented, yet the Anſwer, which 
abſolutely eluded the Purpoſe of the Addreſs, was 
vindicated and defended, by thoſe very Perſons, 
who cry'd ſo much out in former Times againſt 
ſuch Anſwers to Addreſſes io reaſonable in them- 
ſelves, and ſo nearly affecting the Intereſts of the 
Nation. 2 * | 

The Deficiencies of the Civil Liſt this Year hap- 
pening to be very great, it was moved by the Com- 
mons, after having had the proper Accounts laid 
before the Houſe, « That the Sum of 115,000), be 
granted te his Majeſty, upon Account of the Ar- 
* rears of his Civil Liſt Revenues, to be replaced 
and refunded for the Uſe and Benefit of the Pub- 
* lic, out of ſuch Arrears of the ſaid Revenues as 
* ſhall be ſtanding out at his Majeſty's Demiſe, and 
together with the ſaid Sum of 115,000. ſhall be 
more than ſufficient to make up the Produce of 
the ſaid Revenues 800,000). per Anaum, during 
* his Majeſty's Life, to be computed from the 25th 


of Fune, 1727. 


Tho' the Deſign of this Motion was eaſily ap- 
prehended, yet many Members expreſs'd their Sur- 
prize, that it ſhould be made fo late in the Seſſion, 
and after the Receſs of Eaſter; and when it was 
generally underſtood that there was no further De- 
mand of Money to be made, ſince it related to an 
Account, ſaid, by the Member who made the Mo- 
tion, to have been cloſed at Midſummer 1728, and 
conſequently proper in every reſpect, if at all, to 
have been brought in very early in the Seſſion, and 
to have been conſider'd in a full Houſe ; = this 
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Motion appear*d to them the more extraordinary, 
becauſe, in the former Seſſion, the ſeveral Duties 
and Revenues granted by the Act for the better Sup- 
port of his Majeſty's Houſhold, and of the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, were underſtood, and 
appear'd by the Accounts then before the Houſe to 
p:oJuce yearly much above the Sum of 800,000 /. 
for which they were given; and therefore the ſaid 
Motion was vigorouſly oppoſed by Mr. * *, and 
other Members, who moved, That theſe Accounts 
and Papers ſhould be referr*d to a Select Commit- 
tee, with Power to lend for ſuch other Accounts, 
and to call before them and examine ſuch Officers 
of the Revenue as they judg'd neceſſary ; and then 
to report to the Houſe a true State of the Facts, 
and whether it did appear to them, that there real- 
ly was ſuch a Deficiency in the Produce of the 
Civil Liſt Revenues.“ But this was oppoſed by 
Sir Robert Walpole and Mr. Scrogpe, who had de- 
liver'd in their Accounts; and the Queſtion being 
put, upon Mr.“ Motion, it paſs'd in the Nega- 
tive, Then it was mov'd by the Country Party, 
That this Affair might be conſider'd in a full 
Houſe, and that, for that Purpoſe, all Leaves of 
Abſence might be revoked, and the Members 
* ſummoned to attend ;* which having alſo paſs'd 
in the Negative,. the Queſtion was put upon Mr. 
Scroope's Motion, which was carried in the Affirma- 
tive, by 241 Voices againſt 115. 
The Reader, from the Debate which our Hero 
manag'd upon this Queſtion, may ſpeedily have an 
Opportunity, from a like pretended Deficiency, to 
compare his Conduct upon a future Occaſion, 
A Bill this Seſſion having paſs'd the Commons, 
(the Bill for the more effectual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in Election of Members, ) which 
Bill the Lords ſent back to the Commons, with 
fome Amendments, to enforce that Law, by in- 
crealing 


* 
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creaſing the Penalty of 50 J. to 5001. and adding 

other Clauſes. + + | . 
The Commons having taken theſe Amendments 
into Conlideration, ſome of the Courtiers repreſent- 
ed, That the Lords making Alterations ig a Bill 
of this Nature, was an Encroachment upon the 
Rights and Privileges of the Houſe of Commons, 
who were the ſole Judges of the Merits of the Elec- 
tions of their own Members.“ To this Mr.“ “ an- 
{wer*d, © That the Freedom of Parliament is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to the Preſervation of our ancient 
Conſtitution; and the Freedom of parliamentary 
Elections to the moſt valuable Branch of the Righrs 
and Liberties of Engliſhmen, of which the Lords 
are the proper Guardians, as well as the Commons, 
both as a Part of the Legiſlature, and as the Su- 
preme Court of the Kingdom: That the Freedom 
of Elections, and conſequently of Parliaments, is 
the great Bulwark of popular Liberty, againſt the 
Encroachments and Oppreſſions of arbitrary Power 
and wicked Miniſters : That if ever this Bulwark 
ſhould be thrown down by Force, or undermined 
by Corruption, the very Eſſence of our excellent 
Conſtitution would be loſt, and we ſhould no lon- 
ger be a free People: And therefore no Man who 
had any Senſe of, or Value for Liberty, could either 
think the Penalties againſt Corruption too ſevere, 
or grudge. the Lords the Honour of having made 
the Proviſions of this neceſſary Law more effica- 
cious.“ Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing 
.to the Amendment by the Lords, it was carried in 
the Affirmative by two Voices only, viz. 91 to 89. 
It has generally been agreed upon by all Lovers 
of their Country, that it is impoſſible that the Con- 
ſticution of this Nation ſhould ever be ſecured | but 
by preventing the Bribery and Corruption to which 
it is but too ſubject, thro? the great Power which 
the Revenues of a Crown give to a Miniſtry, Ir is 
no Wonder then, that the Oppoſition always Corn 
eur 
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their Account of Popularity in puſhing: Bills of chis 
Nature. But unleſs there is ſome Safety againſt the 
Corruption of the Eletted, as well as that of the 
Electors, the Nation muſt be in a very deplorable 
Situation. The Penalties upon the Electors are ea · 
ſily avoided, by the Manner in which the Corrup- 
tion may be convey*d ; but the Prevention of Cor- 
ruption in the Z/eFed is more ealy, ſince every one 
ſees how far the Influence of the Crown extends over 
a Member of Parliament, by the Place and Penſion 
he poſſoſſes under it. Add to this, that a Miniſter 
will never think it worth his Pains to bribe 2 or 
'200,000 People, when he can do his Buſineſs more 
effectually by bribing 2 or 300. Upon the whole 
then, all Acts againſt Bribery and Corruption, are 
but ſo many Farces, if Corruption of every kind is 
not guarded againſt, How far Mr. * ® and his 
Friends were fincere in the loud Declamations they 
made againſt Corruption, we fhall have an Oppor- 
tunity of examining, when we fee them, after they 
have got into Power, throwing out thoſe very popu- 
lar Bills, which they ſo earneſtly contended for when 
out of Power, without giving any other Reaſon, 
than that hey were much ſaſer to be truſted than 
their Predeceſſors. | | 

The next Seſſion of Parliament, which was in the 
Year 1730, was open'd by the King's declaring, 
That he had concluded an abſolute Peace with 
Spain, and that he had order*'d a Reduction both 
of the Sea and Land Forces,” But on the 28th 
of the ſame Month, the Court moved for continu- 
ing near 18,000 Men upon the Eſtabliſnment; 
which gave our Patriot an Opportunity of again 
exerting himſelf againſt the Standing Army. Up- 
on this Occaſion he had great Advantages. A Peace 
had been juſt declared with Spain: If that Peace 
was a firm one, as the Courtiers inſiſted it was, and 
the King declared it to be, then what Occaſion was 
chere for ſo great a Number of Land Forces? 1 
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that the voting for this Number in the Time of pro- 
found Peace, was, in effect, declaring that the Na- 
tion muſt always be ſaddled with this Number. 
He faid, He could ſee many Reaſons for a Con- 
duct of this kind: That he had perſonal Opportu- 
nities of knowing ſome of them : That he knew 
there was not a public Office in the Kingdom, whoſe 
Perquiſites were not greatly increas'd by increaſing 
the Expences of the Nation : That while he him- 
ſelf was Secretary at War, there were great Emolu- 
ments ariſing from the Army, and almoſt irreſiſti- 
ble Jobbs to be got every Day, by continuing a 
large Body of Land Forces.“ This laſt Obſerva- 
tion was look*d upon as an oblique Hint at the Rt. 
Hon. Perſon who made the Motion, and who then 
happen'd to be Secretary at War; and with whom 
he has ſince acted ſo warmly in concert. 

In this Seſſion of Parliament, when the Treaty 
of Seville came to be more cloſely examin'd, it ap- 
pear'd to be extremely weak and unprofitable for 
the Uſes it was pretended to ſerve. The Miniſter 
had wrote a Pamphlet, intitled, Obſervations on the 
Treaty of Seville, which was penn'd with an uncom- 
mon Air of Triumph. The Title-Page contained 
a Deſcription of Envy, from Ovid, viewing a hap- 
py State, and concluded with the famous Line 


Vixque tenet Lachrymas, quia nil Lachrymabile 
cernit. 


In this Pamphlet he pretended to ſhew the advan- 
tageous Bargain we had made with Spain, by ſtipu- 
lating, .* That the Claims of our Merchants ſhould 
be diſcuſs'd by Commiſſaries appointed by both - . 
Courts: That our Seuth Sea Trade ſhould be re- 
gulated, and all Differences betwixt us and Spain 
made up by a certain Time. And he likewiſe en- 
deavour'd to ſhew, how well the Peace of Europe 
was conſulted, by the Proviſion in favour - Don 
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Carlos, and the Introduction of Spaniſh inſtead of 
neutral Troops into Tyfcany. | 

Our Patriot, together with his Friend the late 
Lord B — ke, took this Pamphlet into Pieces. 
They ſhew'd the Abſurdity of the Agreement made 
for the Merchants, and predicted, what afterwards 
actually happen'd, how tedious, how expenſive, 
and how ineffectual, the Application of our Mer- 
chants would be to the Court of Spain and the Com- 
miſſaries. They likewiſe expos'd the Injuſtice of 
the Stipulations with regard to Don Carlos, and 
how injurious they were to the Emperor's Intereſt 
and Authority, together with the Probability of the 
kindling up a War in Europe, and diſabling our 
natural Ally, the Emperor, from ever aſſiſting us, 
if there ſhould be Occaſion, to make Head againſt 
the Power of France : All which was afterwards 
but too effectually verify*d. 

February 24, A Bill 1 prevent any Perſons, his 
Majeſty's Subjects, or reſiding within theſe Kingdoms, 
to advance any Sum of Money to any foreign Prince, 
State, or Potentate, without having obtained Licence 
from his Majeſty under his Privy Seal, or ſome great- 
er Authority, was read a ſecond Time, in which, 
inter alia, was the following Clauſe, viz. That 
the King be empower'd by Proclamation, which 
+ ſhall take place within a limited Time, to prohibit 
all ſuch Loans of Money, Jewels, or Bullion; and 
this Prohibition to continue a limited Time, under 
limited Forſeitures and Penalties, unleſs diſpens'd 
with by the Crown : That the Attorney General be 
empower'd, by Zng/ifþ Bill, in the Court of Ex- 
cheguer, to compel. the effectual Diſcovery, on 
Oath, of any ſuch Loans; and that in default of an 
Aniwer to any ſuch Bill, the Court ſhall decree a 
limited Sum againſt the Defendant refuſing to an- 
ſwer. Provided, That this Act do not extend to 
prohibit any Subſcriptions to the Public Funds, 
or Trading Companies of foreign „ 
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Tho' this Bill was laid in general, and brought 
in as a general Bill into the Houſe by the Miniſter, 
yet our Patriot's Friends and himſelf ſoon expos'd 


the Partiality of it, and made it appear, that it was 


only levell'd againſt the Emperor, whoſe Power be- 
gan to be too formidable to Hanover. And that it 
gave the Court of Exchequer a Power equal to that 
of the Inquiſition, The Miniſter anſwer'd very 
frankly, That ſince theſe things had paſs'd thus, 
he was thereby provok'd to declare what he knew, 
what he had the King's Leave to declare, and what 
would effectually filence the Debate: That he was 
very much inclin'd to fay it, and he would ſay it, 
if the Gentleman requii'd it, before he ſat down: 
This Bill was not drawn, or promoted, from any 
other View than its great Neceſſity, its being now 
abſolutely expedient to the Peace of Europe, and 
the general Repoſe of Mankind; for he could ſay 
it, he had the King's Leave to declare it; viz, 
That there was, at this Time, a Subſcription tranſ- 
acting for the Emperor, and Money was raiſing for 
his Uſe, no leſs than the Sum of 400,000 J. 
Notwithſtanding this Declaration, it was very 
plain, that this Bill arm'd the Crown with a new 
and terrible Pawer, and that all was for the ſake of 
Hanover, the Intereſt of which has ſince been very 
well conſider'd by the very Perſons who oppas'd 


.this Bill. 


The next Seſſion of Parliament, which began the 
21ſt of January, 1731, was open'd by a very am- 
biguous Speech from the Throne, by which no- 
thing could be learn'd, but that the Treaty of Se- 
ville had prov*d ineffectual z and that the Service of 
the Year would require a greater Sum of Money 
than that of the laſt, as they were now on the Eve 
of a general War, The Addreſs upon this Speech 
produced a great Debate, in which Mr. * * {igna- 
liz*d himſelt very much. He and his Friends were 
for leaving out moſt Part of the Motion, and ma- 
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king the Adireſs general; and they run out very 
much upon the Fears of the French Power. Our 
Patriot particularly diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by the 
Heat with which he ſupported the Amendment pro- 
pos'd to the Addreſs, viz. ** That they would ſup- 
port his Majeſty's Engagements, ſo far as they 
related to the Intereſts of Great Britain. He 
faid, That this Amendment was agreeable to the 
Act of Settlement, whereby it is exprefly provided, 
That this Nation ſhall not be obliged to enter into a 
« War for the Defence of any Dominions notbelong- 
«ing to the Crown of Great Britain”. That by vir- 
tue of this Act, his Majeſty held the Crown of theſe 
Realms; and that therefore every Clauſe and Pro- 
viſo thereof, was to be exactly obſerv'd, excepting 
ſo far as they had been or ſhould be alter*d by Par- 
liament; and that therefore the Houſe could not 
well, by way of Addreſs, go any further, than to 
ſay, That they would ſupport his Majeſty's En- 
«« gagements, ſo far as they related to the Intereſt 
&« of Great Britain,” 

How well he has ar 6h theſe Sentiments 
ſince, appears but too plainly from the Sequel of 
his Conduct, However, the Addreſs was carried 
by the Courr, 

Fiiriary 3, The Houſe, in a grand Committee 
cn the Supply, confider'd of the Eſtimate of the 
Charge of the Heſſian Troops, upon which there 
enſued a warm Deba'e, Mr. ** and his Friends 
were againit cominuing theſe Troops in our Pay, 
becauſe t ey apprehe::ded that they could not be of 
any S-rvice to Great Britain; for, as we were ſur- 
rounded by the Sea, our Fleet was our own real 
and propei Security ; and therefore we had no Uſe 
for the maintaining oi Sianding Armies, either at 
home or abroad; more particularly at a Time of 
perie& Tranqulity : They alleged, That if the 
App chenſiou of a War being ſpeedily to break out, 
£10115 be made an Argument for keeping foreign 
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Troops in our Pay, we could never be without 
them; for Europe never was, nor never could be 
in ſuch Circumſtances, as that it could be ſaid, there 
was no Reaſon for having any Apprehenſion of 
War: That many Wars might happen upon the 
Continent, with which we had nothing to do; and 
if we ſhould, at any Time, have the Misfortune of 
being involv'd in any War, it was then Time enough 
to take forcign Troops into our Pay, but till then 
there was no Neceſlity for it; for we ſhould always 
find Troops enough in Europe to hire, whenever we 
had Occaſion for them: That therefore the keep- 
ing ſuchTroops in our Pay at preſent, when we had 
no Occaſion for them, was a waſting of the Pub- 
lic Money, which every Man, who has any Regard 
to the Intereſt and Welfare of his native Country, 
ought to prevent, as far as lyes in his Power.“ Af- 
ter the Courtiers had, in their own Way, reply'd 
to all thoſe Arguments, the Queſtion being put, it 
was reſolv'd, That 241,259 /. 15. 3d. be grant- 
ed to his Majeſty, for defray ing the Expence of 
12,000 Heſjians taken into his Majeſty's Pay, for 
the Service of the Year 1731. 

February 10, The Houſe reſolved itſelf again into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further 
of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, when a De- 
bate arole about the Subſidy payable to the Duke 
ol Wolfembuttle, Mr. * * and his Friends inſiſted, 

That all theſe Subſidies were of no Service to 
Great Britain; and that they were paid only for the 
ſake of protecting his Majeſty's foreign Dominions, 
which was contrary to the following Clauſe in the 
Act of Settlement, viz, That in cafe the Crown ſhall 
come to anyPerſon not a Nutive of England, this Na- 
tion ſhall not be oblig'd to a War in defence of Do- 
minions not belonging to this Crown, To this the 
Courtiers anſwer'd, That all the Quarrel we had 
with the Emperor, was upon account of the Trade 
and Intereſt of England; and not at all on account 
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of any of his Majeſty's foreign Dominions ; ſo that 
if they ſhould be involved in a War, it would be 
ſo far from involving Great Britain in any War up- 
on account of them, that the Caſe would be directly 
the contrary ; they would be involv'd in a War for 
the Defence of the Trade and Commerce of Great 
Britain: That ſince we had a Quarrel with the Em- 
peror, who was a very powerful Prince on the Con- 
tinent, we had no Way of revenging this Quarrel, 
but by engaging as many Princes, upon the Conti- 
nent, as we could, on our Side: And therefore it 
was neceſſary to continue thoſe Subſidies, till we 
could bring the Emperor to our Terms.“ Then the 
Queſtion being put, the Committee likewiſe agreed 
to the continuing this Subſidy, and reſolved, That 
the Sum of 25,000 /. be grate to his Majeſty, for 
one Year's Subſidy to the Duke of Brunſwick-Lu- 
nenburgb and Wolfembutile. 

I have given my Reader, the Subſtance of what 
the Courtiers ſaid upon this Occaſion, that he may 
thereby have an Idea of what their then Antagoniſts 
have adopted ſince. We have, upon a Jate Occa- 
ſion, heard laid down by them as Maxims, That 
as the King of Great Britain is an Elector of Ger- 
many, all the Dangers, to which his German Domi- 
nions are expos'd, ariſe from his being King of 
Great Britain. The Object, indeed, has been vary'd 
from the Emperor to France, but {till the Princi- 
ples of Reaſoning, uſed by the late and preſent Mi- 
niſtry, are the ſame ; only with this Difference, that 
the latter have puſh'd the Matter much farther : Un- 
der the late Miniſter, the Nation put but a Foot 
in, but ſhe is now plung'd over Head and Ears in 
the HN 1 Quarrel. 

The reſt of this Seſſion of Parliament was taken 
up in examining the Petitions of our Merchants, 
relating to the Spaniſh Depredations; and after a full 
Hearing, the Houſe of Commons came to the follow- 
ing Relolutions. 1, That the Petitioners had full 
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proved and made good the Allegations of their Pe- 
tition. 2. That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, „That he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
* to continue his Endeavours to prevent the Depre- 
„ dations of the Spaniards for the future; to pro- 
cure full Satisfaction for the Damages then ſuſtain- 
« ed; and to ſecure to the Britiſh Subjects, the full 
& and uninterrupted Exerciſe of their Trade and 
« Navigation, to and from the Britiſb Colonies in 
« America.” Theſe Refolutions being reported, 
were agreed to by the Houſe. Then a Motion was 
made by Mr. ““ and his Friends, for the following 
Amendments to the above Addreſs, vix. And to 
«« procure a full, prompt, and ſpeedy Satisfaction;“ 
On which there was a long Debate, Thoſe who 
were for the Motion inſiſted, That it was the Bu- 
ſineſs of Parliament to protect, or take care that the 
Subjects ſhould be protected from all Injuries and 
Wrongs both at home and abroad; and the Caſe 
before them was of ſo high a Nature, that it re- 
quir'd not only a full, but a prompt and ſpeedy 
| Redreſs.* The Courtiers hereupon endeavour'd to 
ſhew, That the adding theſe Words, would look 
as if the Houſe had a Diffidence of his Majeſtyis 
Conduct and Concern for the Good of his Subjects.“ 
At laſt the Queſtion being put, it was carry'd againſt 
thoſe Words, by 207 againlt 135. 
cannot conclude the Accounts of this Seſſion, 
without taking riotice of a memorable Motion made 
by the Friends of our Patriot, for Leave to bring 
in a Bill 7 prevent the Tranſlation of Biſhops, In 
ſupport of the Motion, it was urg'd, That ſuch 
a Bill was neceſſary, to prevent the too great De- 
pendance of that Part of the Legiſlature upon the 
Crown.“ To this the Courtiers anſwer'd, That 
ſuch a Law would be a great Encroachment upon 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and an Injury to the 
Rights of the Clergy.* Then che Queſtion being 
put on the Motion, it paſt in the Negative. This 
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Motion was generally ſuppoſed to be owing to a 
remarkable Speech having been made in the Houſe 
of Lords againſt the Penſion Bill, by Dr. S- 
Biſhop of B the Day before, and to the Una- 
nimity which appear'd in the Reverend Bench in 
their Oppoſition to that Bill, To ſuch Extremes 
of Parcy-Rancour were ſome People carried, againſt 


thole who ventur'd to differ from them upon Points, 


not the thouſandth Part fo deſtructive to the Nation, 
as thoſe Points in which they have ſince diffet'd 
from every Man of Senſe and Virtue within the 


Nation. 


As we have no Intention, by theſe Pages, to re- 
flect upon any Part of Mr. **, but that which 
immediately affected the Public; and no View in 
expoſing that, but to let the World ſee what they 
are to expect from the Ad n of Perſons who 
profeſs ſuch Inconſiſtencies in their Conduct, fo we 
ſhall omit any Account of a Perſonal Quarrel, that 
happen'd betwixt him and a noble Lord: It is ſuf- 


ficient to obſerve, that both of them acquitted them- 


ſelves like Men of Honour; that it took its Riſe 
from a too free Exerciſe of that Liberty of the Preſs 
by Mr, * *, which he has ſince ſo much endeavour'd 
to ſuppreſs. The Reflections thrown out in Mr.“ s 
Proper Reply, &c. which gave Occaſion to the Du- 
el, were intirely perſonal to the noble Lord, and all 
diſpaſſionate Readers thought them foreign to the 
Merits of the Queſtion betwixt them. On the other 
hand, the noble Lord, by ſending the Challenge to 
Mr, * , which he did by a young Gentleman who 
has ſince been made a Pr, was a Deviation from 


the ſtrict Principles of Decorum; ſince it was ne- 


ver underſtood, that a Quarrel, begun with the Pen, 

ſhould be decided by the Sword. 6 
But this perſonal Acrimony in Writing, becauſe, 
in ſome meaſure, it was mutual, would have eaſily 
been over-look'd by the Public, had it not been for 
ſome extraordinary Performances which dropt 15 
r. 
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Mr. * * Pen, relating to the Miniſter himſelf; 
There is no Doubt, but that Mr. ** lived long 
with Sir R— . — /e in an unreſcrv'd Confi- 
dence and Friendſhip. It is therefore no Wonder, 
that many Things paſt betwixt them under this Scal 
ot Confidence and Friendſhip, which no Occaſion 
ought to have broken, and no Reſentment ſhouid 
diſtolve, But the World was fſuipriz*'u when our 
Patriot's Reſentment, ſo far got the better of his 
Reaſon, that he publiſh'd to the World Secrets, 


which, by his own Confeſſion, were communicated 


under the ſtricteſt and moſt inviolable Ties of mu- 
tual Confidence. But what was ſtill worſe, the Con- 
verſation thus divulg'd, was of ſuch a Nature, as 
not only plac'd the Miniſter, but a Perſon of a much 
higher Rank, in a moſt ridicuious Light. It rela- 
ted, chiefly, to ſuch another Compromiſe, as had 
been upon a later Occaſion 3 in which the Miniſter, 
according to Mr.“ s Repreſentation, talk'd in the 
molt ſlighting and diſparaging Manner of that high 
Perſon. This Repetition ot Words, injurious to 
Majeſty, was thought to be extremely indecent, ſet- 
ting aſide the Conſideration of a Breach of Confi- 
dence. The putting the Words complain'd of in 
the Mouth of another Perſon; did not at all leſſen 
the Diſreſpect of his Conduct; and che beſt and moſt 
ſincere Friends that Mr, * ® had in the World gave 


him up on this Occaiion, There is no Doubt, the 


Miniſter took care to improve this Incident to his 
own Purpoſes : But whatever may be in this, the 
following Article appear'd in the Gazette, vizz 
July 1, 1731, This Day his Majeſty in Council call'd 
for the Council Book, and with bis own Hand ſtruck 
the Name of Mr. * out of the Liſt of Privy Counſels 
lors: His Majeſty further order'd the ſaid Mr.“ “ 
to be put out of all the Commiſſions of the Peace; and 
that the ſeveral Lords Lieutenants who have given 
him Deputations, do revoke the ſame: And the Right 
Hon, the Lord High C Na of Great Britain and 

bis 
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his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State were di- 
refied to give the neceſſary Orders therein. 

The Reader, in the Review we have already ta- 
ken, has, no doubt, obſerv'd, that the Edge of our 
Patriot's Oppoſition, always ſharpen'd in propor- 
tion to the Diſappointments and ill Treatments he 
met with from the Court. Accordingly, it is no 
Wonder, after this perſonal Affront, if we find him 
in the next Seſſion of Parliament, which met on the 
12th of January, 1732, oppoſing the Addreſs of 
Thanks which was moved for in return to the 
Speech from the Crown, which declared the Con- 
cluſion of the ſecond Vienna Treaty. The Terms 
in which he then ſpoke ought never to be forgor, 
eſpecially at this Juncture. The Reader may re- 
member, that the great Difference that ſubſiſted be- 
twixt the Courts of Vienna and London, was with 
regard to the Pragmatic Santtion, which we refus'd 
to guarantee. This Obſtacle being now got over, 
it was term'd by the Court to be the Reſtoration 
and Eſtabliſhment of the general Tranquility of Eu- 
rope. I am certain, ſaid our Patriot, in bis Speech 
againſt the Addreſs propos d, there was a Time ſome 
Years ago, when we might have been as right as we 
are now, and upon the ſame Conditions, If we 
had embrac'd that Opportunity, a great deal of Mo- 
ney would have been ſaved to the Nation: But in 
thoſe Days the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction 
was look' d on as inconſiſtent with the Intereſt and 
Happineſs of this Nation, and was repreſented as 
ſuch, even by thoſe who have now agreed to it : 
What were their Reaſons for repreſenting it in ſuch 
a hideous Shape at that Time, and placing it now 
in ſo amiable a View, I cannot comprehend, For 
my part, Sir, I do not ſee any Neceſſity we were 
under of agreeing to it, even at this preſent Time : 
For, by our agreeing to that Guarantee, we lay our 
ſelves under an Obligation of aſſiſting the Auſtrian 
Family, whenever they ſhall be attack'd by any Po- 
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( 59) 
tentate whatever, except the Grand Seignior: They 
may happen to be attack'd, when it will be much 
againſt the Intereſt of this Nation to engage itſelf 
in a War upon any foreign Account; and if they 


ſhould acquire many more Territories, it may be 


for the Intereſt of the Nation even to join in the At- 
tack, in order to preſerve the Ballance of * ? 
the eſtabliſhing of which has already coſt us ſuch 
immenſe Sums of Money: Thus we may be oblig'd 
either to engage in a War, contrary to the Intereſt 
and Well-being of our Country, or otherwiſe be 


guilty of a Breach of Faith, to the eternal Diſho- 


nour of the Nation.” | 

This Speech produc'd a great many others of the 
like Nature from Mr. * * *s Friends, which were 
reply'd to by the Courtiers; but however the Queſ- 
tion was carried in the Affirmative, without any 
Diviſion. 

Our Patriot's Speech upon the Army this Year, 
is ſo very remarkable, that, I dare ſay, our Rea- 
ders will be pleaſed with ſome Extracts from it, as 
the whole of it is applicable at any Time. 

We have heard, Sir, ſaid be, about Parlia- 
mentary Armies, and about an Army continued 
from Year to Tear; I have always been, Sir, and 
always ſhall be againſt a Standing Army of any 
kind; to me it is a terrible Thing; whether under 
that of Parliamentary or any other Deſignation, a 
Standing Army is ſtill a Standing Army, whatever 
Name it be called by; they are a Body of Men di- 
ſtinct from the Body of the People; they are go- 
vern'd by different Laws; blind Obedience, and 
an entire Submiſſion to the Orders of their Com- 
manding Officer, is their only Principle. The Na- 


tions around us, Sir, are already enſlaved, and have 


been enſlaved by thoſe very Means ; by Means of 

their Standing Armies they have loſt their Liber- 

ties; it is indeed * that the Libertics of 
2 the 
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the People ſhould long ſubſiſt in any Country where 
& numerous Standing Army is kept up : Shall we 
then take any of our Meaſures from the Examples 
of our Neighbours ? No, Sir; upon the contrary, 
fron cheir Misfortuncs we ought to learn to avoid 
theſe Rocks upon which they have ſplit. 

It ſignifies nothing to tell me, that our Army is 
commanded by ſuch Gentlemen, as cannot be ſup- 
poled to join in any Meaſures for enſlaving their 
Country ; it may be ſo; I hope it is: I have a 
very good Opinipn of many Gentlemen now in the 
Army 3 I aglieve they would not join in any ſuch 
Meaſures ; but their Lives are uncertain 3 nor can 
we be ſure how long they may be continued in Com- 
mand: They may all be diſmiſg*d in a Moment, and 
proper Tools of Power put in thcir Room. Be- 
des, Sir, we know the Paſſions of Men, we know 
how dangerous it is to truſt the beſt of Men with 
too much Power. Where was there a braver Ar- 
my than that under Julius Czſar ? Where was there 

ver an Army that had ſerved their Country more 
Faichfully ? That Army was commanded in general 
by the beſt Citizens of Rome, by Men of great For- 
tune and Figure in their Country; yet that Army 
enſlaved their Country. The Affections of the Sol- 
diers cowards their Country, th: Honour and In- 
tegrity of the Under-Officers, are not to be depend- 
ed on: By the Military Law the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice 1s ſo quick, and the Puniſhment ſo ſevere, 
that nrither Officer nor Soldier dares offer to diſpute 
the Orders of his ſupreme Commander; he muſt 
not conſult his own Inclinations: If an Officer 
were cqmmanded to pull his own Father out of this 
Houſe, he mult do it; he dares nat diſobey; im- 
mediate Death would be the ſure Conſequence of 
the leaſt Grumbling : And if an Officer were ſent 
into the Court of Requeſts, accompanied with a 
Body of Musketcers, with ſcrew'd Bayonets, and 
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with Orders to tell us what we ought to do, 'and 
how we were to vote, I know what would be the 
Duty of this Houſe ; I know it would be our Du- 
ty to order the Officer to be taken and hang'd up 
at the Door of the Lobby; but, Sir, I doubt much 
if ſuch a Spirit weuld be found in the Houſe; or 
in any Houſe of Commons that will ever be in 
England.” 4 
2 afterwards goes on, It has been urg'd, Sir, 
That whoever is for the Proteſtant Succeſſion muſt 
be for continuing the Army; for that very Rea- 
ſon, Sir, I am againſt continuing the Army, I 
know that neither the Proteſtant Succeſſion 1n his 
Majcity's moſt illuſtrious Houſe, nor any Succeſ- 
ſion can ever be ſafe as long as there is a Standing 
Army in the Country. Armies, Sir, have no Re- 
gard to Hereditary Succeſſion, The firſt two Cæſars 
at Rome did pretty weil, and found Means to keep 
their Armies in tolerable Subjection, becauſe the 
Generals and Officers were all their own Creatures : 
But how did it fare with their Succeſſors? Was not 
every one of them nam'd by the Army without any 
Regard to Hereditary Right, or to any Right? A 
Cobler, a Gardener, or any Man who happened to 
raiſe himſelf in the Army, and could gain their Af- 
fections, was made Emperor of the World. Was 
not every ſucceeding Emperor rais'd to the Throne, 


or tumbled headlong into Duſt, according to the 


meer Whim, or mad Frenzy of the Soldiers ? 

We are told, O! Gentlemen, that this Army is 
deſired to be continued but for one Year longer ; it 
is not deſir?d to be continued for any Term of Years : 
How abſurd is this Diſtinction! Is there any Army 
in the World continued for any Term of Years ? 
Does the moſt abſolute Monarch tell his Army that 
he is to continue them tor any Number of Years or 
Months? How long have we continued our Ar- 
my already from Yearto Year? And if it thus con- 

cinugs . 
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tinues, wherein will it differ from the Standing Ar- 

mies of thoſe Countries who have already ſubmitted 

their Necks tothe Yoke? We are now come to the 

Rubicon; our Army is now to be reduced, or it ne- 

ver will : From his Majeſty's own Mouth we are 

aſſured of a profound Tranquility Abroad ; we 
know there is one at Home: It this is not a pro 

Time, if theſe Circumſtances do not afford us a ſafe 

Opportunity for reducing at leaſt a Part of our re- 

gular Forces, we never can expect to ſee any Re- 

duction ; and the Nation, already overloaded with 

Debts and Taxes, muſt be loaded with the heavy 

Charge of perpetually ſupporting a numerous Stand- 

ing Army ; and remain for ever expoſed to the Dan- 

ger of having its Liberties and Privileges trampled 
upon by any future King, or Miniſtry, who 
ſhall cake it in their Heads to do fo, and ſhall 

r proper Care to model the Army for that Pur- 

Is 

Then the Queſtion being put on the Motion, it 

was agreed to, without any Amendment, by 241 

againſt 171. 

January 27, Mr. * ® moved, © That an hum- 
« ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
« would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions 
< to the proper Officers, to lay before the Houſe, 
« an Account of what Commiſſions in the Army, 
& and Governments of Garriſons, had been kept 
« yacant, and what Savings had been made there- 
«© upon.” 

Upon this, Sir William Strickland ſtood up, and 
ſaid, That no ſuch Account had ever been kept 
at the War- Office; the Cuſtom there was, that when 
any Officer died, the Commiſlary certified his 
'Death to that Office, in order that the Pay might 
be ſtopp'd; and they never began to iſſue any Mo- 

| upon that Account, till a new Commiſſion was 
lodg'd in that Office.” | 2 
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Several of the other Courtiers making very ſlight 
of this Motion, our Patriot made the following 


remarkable Speech : 

Sir, I made the Motion, in a Manner, by meer 
Accident; but I do not think it is an Argument 
againſt it to tell us, that the Savings amount to but 
a meer Trifle; we ſhall be beſt Judges of that when 
we ſee the Accounts laid before us; and let it amount - 
to what it will, if it is ſaved (I will not fay ſunk, 
being a hard Word) we ought to enquire into the 
Application of it. I believe there are not a 


many Commiſſions kept long vacant; but I am 
Va- 


ſure there have been ſome that have been 
cant for a conſiderable Time; we ought at leaſt to 
have an Account of them ; becauſe, I obſerve, there 
is a Demand brought in every Year, which is call- 
ed, An Account of Services incurr d, and not provid- 
ed for : I think the moſt proper Way of anſwering 
this Account, is to have Ax Account of Services pro- 
vided for, and not perform'd, I am perſuaded, that 
in the Civil Liſt Revenue, there is not an Office 
vacant for a Day, but what the Savings thereby ara 
brought to Account, and diſpoſed of in the moſt 
frugal Manner ; I think the ſame good Manage- 
ment ought to be obſerved in the Army. 

But notwithſtanding all this Reaſoning, ſeveral 
Gentlemen ſpoke for and againſt the Motion, 


which being put on the Queſtion, it was rejected. 


But we ſhall ſoon have an Opportunity of ſeein 
how far the ſame Spirit of Frugality prevails wi 
the ſame Perſons, when, probably, an 


ui 
into ſome late Abuſes of the Public Money. Sk 
more groſs than any that happened at this Time, 
may be moved for, When this Debate was over, 
that for continuing the Army begun, in which our 
Patriot's Speech is ſo remarkably applicable to che 
reſent Times, that I cannot help giving it ver- 
im, | | 


Sir, 
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Sir, I was afraid at the Beginning of this De- 
bate, that Barracks were to have been propog'd; I 
am glad to find it is not ſo. I am indeed, as much 
as any Perſon, for giving Relief to that Parc of 
our poor oppreſſed Subjects, the Inn-keepers and 
Victuallers: For ſince that I find an Army is like 
to be a Part of our Conſtitution, I chink it very juſt 
and reaſonable, that the Expence of maintaining 
them, ſhould be laid as equally as poſſible upon the 
whole People of the Nation. But, Sir, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that the ſame Money which we raiſe tor main- 
taining 18,000 Men, would maintain 60,000 Men 
of regular Forces in France, Germany, or any other 
Country in Europe, according to their Way of re- 
gulating their Armies. I know, Sir, from whence 
our great Expence proceeds : It is from the great 
Number of Officers maintained in our Army; we 
have ſo many Regiments, and ſo few private Men 
in each Regiment, that really a great Part of our 
Conſtitution are Non-Commiſſion Officers z which 
makes our Army ſo expenſive to us, and at the 
ſame Time makes it more dangerous to our Con- 
ſtitution. I have been aſſured, that 100,000 J. Eng- 
liſh Money, per Annum, will maintain 10,000 Men 
of the Armies of France or Germany, or any other 
Troops, but our own, And I have been told, I do 
not ſay that I remember, or that I can depend upon 


my Author, that the 12,000 Heſſiant, which we have 


ſo long maintained, were maintained for leſs than 


that Sum yearly.” 


To apply this Doctrine to the Practice introduc'd 
by our Patriot and his Friends after they came into 
Power, I ſhould be glad to know upon what Pre- 
tence the Engliſb Army, which is ſo chargeable in 
maintaining, was ſent Abroad, when we might have 


maintained 60, ooo Mercenaries according to our 
Patriot's own way of Reaſoning, as cheap as we do 


the 18000 Men we have now in Germany. I ſhould 


be glad to know whether his Reaſoning upon the 
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Haſtan Forces is not equally applicable to the Ha- 
noverian, and whether the Hanoverians in our Pay 
are not now as chargeable as our own Forces. Ex 
Ore tuo judicabo te. | 
In a Motion made this Seſſion for regulating the 
Fees, our Patriot was very keen for having a Com- 
mittee to enquire into them eſtabliſh*d, in which he 
prevail'd; and the Houſe having reſolved iticif 


into a Grand Committee to conſider farther of the 


Supply, a Motion was made, That 25,3481. 25. 
© be granted to his Majeſty upon Account, for Out- 


. © Penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital for the Year 1732, 


which being ſeconded, Mr. * * ſpoke on that Oc» 
caſion as follows, 

Sir, I do not now riſe up to make any Motion; 
but I think Jam in Duty to my Country, in Duty 
to thoſe who do me the Honour to give me a Place 
in this Houle, bound to take Notice of ſome Ac- 
counts or Eſtimates, which have been laid before 
us, and which to me ſeem to be ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary. I muſt in general obſerve, that the Eſti- 
mates of the Public Expences increaſe every Year : 
From Year to Year there is always ſome new Arti- 
cle to be provided for, or ſome Addition made to the 
old. It weat any Time get free of an extraordi- 
nary Charge, it always leaves ſome Marks behind 


it; there is always ſome Part of it remains, and is 


continued to be a Burden upon the People: Theſe 
ſmall Remains may be by ſome thought too inconſi- 
derable to be taken Notice of ; but to me nothing 
ſeems to be inconſiderable that is a Charge upon the 
People: Theſe ſmall Remains, and theſe annual 
Additions, by thus yearly increaſing, may come at 
laſt to be a Burden too heavy to be borne, _ 
«© cannot now omit taking Notice of the Article 
of Cheljza College: By the Eſtimate now laid before 
us, that Article appears to be heavier than it was 
laſt Year. During the laſt War this Nation maine 
tained! near 200,000 1 of which near 90, ooo 
were 
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were national Troops; yet towards the End of that 
War, the Penſioners of Chelſea College did not 
amount to above 2000; whereas, if we include 
the Regiment of Invalids, and the ſeveral Indepen- 
dent Companies of Invalids, they now amount to 
above 4000 Men, I do not doubt but the Com- 
miſſioners do what they can to examine, and to ad- 
mit none but thoſe, who, by the Rules of that Hoſ- 
pita], appear to be entitled to be taken in, and yet 
are not proper Objects of Charity, either to public 
or private. I know, Sir, that there 1s a Spirit 
among the Officers of the Army tor having all their 
Regiments look well to the Eye; there is a fort of 
Emulation among them who ſhall have the moft 
young, and the belt look'd Fellows in their Regi- 
ment: This is the Caufe that many a brave old Sol- 
dier is diſcharg'd, in order to make room for a 
ſpruce young Fcllow, who can powder his Hair, 
and dreſs, fo as to make a good Appearance on a 
Day of Review: Tho! the old Man perhaps be the 


better Soldier of the two, and not only willing, but 


able to ſerve his Country for many Years; yet he 
is diſcharg'd as unfit for Service, and brought in as 
a Penſioner upon Che/fea College: They are ad- 
mitted into the College as Men old and infirm, yet 
when once they are got in, they ſeem to be immor- 
tal; their Number never decreaſes: Surely there 
are many of thoſe immortal old Men who live ſo 
long as idle Penſioners of Chelſea College, that 
might have ſerv'd tor a great Part of that Time as 
good Soldiers, even in a Marching Regiment, 
more eſpecially in Time of Peace, when there is not 
the leatt Occaſion for their being obliged to under- 
go any great Fatigues; their Duty cannot be ex- 
traordinary, and their Marches may be made as eaſy 
as tay pleaſe. I remember, that at the laſt Scrutiny 
nich was made into the Affairs of that Hoſpital, 
in waich a Right Honourable Perſon had a princi- 
pal Concern, avove one half of the Perſons whoſe 


Names 


- - n 


wt. ws Has Aa LIP” LA 


—. - . - WWW 


| JET. 5 
Names were entered as Penſioners, could not poſſi- 
bly be found; and of thoſe who were enter'd as 
Letter men, there were above a Hundred, which 
was at leaſt one half, diſcharged, I do not indeed 
know why there ſhould be any enter'd in that Cha- 
2 3 I do not ſee that there is any Neceſlity, 
or it, { 

We have heard, Sir, a great deal of the fine Roads 
lately made through che Highlands of Scotland, and 
I do not doubt of their being ſuch as they have been 
repreſented 3 nor do I doubt but that the Gentle- 
man who had the Overſight and Direction of them 
has taken Care to execute the Deſign as faithfully 
and as frugally as poſſible. But I cannot ſce what 
it was that made ſuch a Deſign ſo abſolutely necef-, 
ſary. Theſe Highlanders, it is true, were made ape 
pear terrible before they were known; but after we 
got a little more into their Acquaintance, they ap- 

ared to be but Men; and after they were diſarm'd 
| ant ſee that there was any great Occaſion for 
this extraordinary Expence, for which I find there 
is now charged about the Sum of 10,000/. But 
ſince we have been at this extraordinary Expence, 
and that the Highlands are thereby made acceſſible, 
whenever we have a Mind to ſend any Troops in- 
to that Country, there 1s certainly no farther Occa- 
ſion for the ſix Highland Companies, which are 


kept ou for preſerving the Peace of that Coun- 
try. 


heſe ſix Companies amount to above 500 
Men, and che maintaining of them coſts the Pub- 
lic much above 5ooo l. yearly. This Expence muy 
now certainly be ſaved; and all the Service they 
do, or can poſſibly do, may, for the future, be 
perform'd by Detachments from the Regiments 
which are kept in that Part of the Iſland. Theſe. 
Things, Sir, I thought myſelt obliged to take no- 
tice of; but I ſhall make no Motion, only I nope 
that they will be ſeriouſly conſider'd, and that all 
3 "3 pape 
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oper Methods will be taken far leſſening the Pub, 
ic Charge as much as voffible?, | 

Bur all theſe fine R-afonings had no other Effect, 
than the Courtiers, eſpecially ſuch of them as were, 
or had at any time been of the Chelſea Board, de- 
claring that they never knew any Impoſitions of 
that kind, and that great Care was al ways taken in 
admitting Penſioners. Others took notice that the 
Roads to the High!ands had been of great Service, 
and that the Independent Companies were abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for keeping them quiet. To this Mr. 
** replycd, That he kicw the Commiſſioners had 
becn impoſed upon; ad gave an Inftance of a Fel- 
low, who was admitted becauſe his Ribs had been 


broken by a Cannon-B.jl, whereas it appeared that 


they had been broken by a Fall from. a Ladder. 
He tarther took notice, That the better the Highland 
Roads were, there was the leſs Reaion for keepin 
up the Independent Companies, But to all this the 
Miniſter abſolutely gave it as his Opinion, that 
the Highlands could not be without thoſe Compa- 
nies; and told the Houfe a long Story of the High- 
lands being the Rendezvous of the Facobites, But 
Facts beſt ſpeak for themſelves. Theſe Companies 
have been ſince removed without any bad Conſe- 
e either to the Country or to the Government, 
ut as a final Anſwer to all Objections, the Queſtion 
was put, and agreed to. ts get 
I ſhall not here take any Notice of our Patriots 
Pchaviour in the Affair of the Charitable Corpora- 
tion, becauſe it was not a Party Cauſe. But as in 
this Scſſion the Miniſter made a very extraordinary 
Motion, which was, to have the Penſicn Bill read in 
the Houſe a third Time; there is ſomewhat ſo very 
extraordinary in Mr.“ 's Anſwer, that it deſerves 
to be recorded. He ſaid, * Thar though the other 
Houſe had twice thrown the Pe-/icn Bill out, he 
could not think that any Man of Hunwr could bg 
againit it : That it ſeem'd the other Houſe was mY 
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of doing their (the Commons) dirty Work, and if 
ſo they muſt do it themſelves.“ However, as the 
Miniſter's Motion was rather a Biayado than any 
thing Ss his Friends adyis'd him to drop it, which 
he did. n ; 
This Seſſion was likewiſe diſtinguiſhed by the 
Revival of the Salt Duty ; a Tax againſt which. 
our Patriot and his Friends greatly exclaim'd; not. 
becauſe of the Lopropeey of the Time, or the un- 
neceſſary Juncture to juſtify it, but of the Unreaſona- 
blenels of the Thing itſeif, and the great -Qppret- 
ſion which it brought upon the Nation in general, 
and the poorer People in particular. How well 
their Practice, ſince they came into Power, has an- 
ſwered their own Arguments, I leave the Public to 
judge. I cannot, however, omit taking Notice, 
that it was then a conſtant Maxim with the Gentle» 
men in the Oppoſition, and eſpecially our Patriot, 
that the Scotch were not intitled ta an Exemption 
from the Salt Duty, or from any Part of it; and 
this they founded upon the Articles of the Union, 
which ſays, There ſhall be an Equality of Exciſes, 
* Cuſtoms, and all other Taxes throughout the Uni- 
ted Kingdoms.“ What particular Exemption th 
have got in this Reſpect, ſince our Hero and bis 
Friends came into Play, I know not; only I am 
certain, if there is no late Exemption, the Reaſon- 
ing ſtands as good now as it did hben. | 
he remaining Part of this Seſſion was ſpent in 
carrying thro? this Bill, in the Affair of the Chart 
table Corporation; the Sale of Lord Derwentwater's, 
Eſtate 3 the Sugar Colony Bill; a Bill for ſecuring 
the Freedom of Parliaments by a farther Qualifica- 
tion of the Members, which, by-the-bye, was ſcan- 
dalouſly loſt, or rather given up by our Patriot; 
and ſeveral other more minute Tranſactions, in all 
which there happened nothing remarkable. | 
The next Scflion, which, was the ſixth of that 
Parliament, was open'd by a. very general ſhort 
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Speech from the Throne, which ſerved to diſguiſe 
the great Scheme then on Foot, of bringing in an 
Exciſe Bill. But this Artifice being ſecn thio' by 
the Oppoſition, ſome ſtinging Words were propo- 
ſed, and warmly inſiſted upon by Mr.“ and his 
Friends, to be inſerted in their Addreſs of Thanks 
to the Crown ; but, as uſual, without Effect. But a 
few Days after, 'a certain Honourable Gentleman, 
who, fince that Time, has ſucceeded the Miniſter 
in one of his Poſts, was ſo very zcalous for the 
Penſion Bili, that he propoſed to have it renewed ; 
and therefore asked Leave, not to bring it in, but 
to bring it wp. This Motion was ſtrenuouſly ſup- 
8 by the Oppoſition; but it not appearing to 
e quite regular, it was dropt. And yet, have we 

not ſeen that very Honourable Perſon, ſince that 
Time, voting and ſpeeching it away againſt this fa- 
vourite Bill of his, without being able to aſſign one 
Reaſon why it was neceſſary at one Time, and not 
ſo at another! When the Number of Standing 
Forces came to be debated this Seſſion, the Court 
being deſtitute of all Pretences for keeping them 
up, from the Situation of Affairs abroad, lugg'd 
in the Pretender into the Debate, at which our Pa- 
friot made himſelf very merry, ridiculing all ſuch 
Fears, and laying it down as an eternal Maxim, 
that the Pretender neither then had, nor ever cou'd 
have, any Party in this Nation, to ſupport his In- 
tereſt : Yet no ſooner was it the Turn of him and 
his Friends, than they ſet up the very Phantom they 
had exploded. | Saas 2 
* It was in this Seſſion that the Miniſter, who had 

called himſelf the Father of the Sinking Fund, gave 
this beloved Child of his own Brain, a Blow which it 
never has been able to recover. He had laid it down 
as a Maxim, that it had always been underſtood, 
that the Sin bing Fund was a Depoſitum ſacred to the 
Payment of the National Debt: But now under the 
fame groundleſs Pretences, as that upon which he 
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(7) 
revived the Salt Duty, viz. the eaſing the Landed 
Intereſt, he moved in tne Committee, for iſſuing 
500,000 l. out of this Depeſitum, for the Service 
of the Year 1733. When this Motion came to 
be debated, it met with great Oppoſition, particu- 
larly from Mr, * *, who laid it down as a capital 
Point, that the Commons of Great Britain ſhould 
always keep a Reſerve in their own Hands, as a 
Security that the Grievances of their Fellow-Sub- 
jets ſhov'd be redreſsd. The Reader will eaſily 
perceive how well this Reaſoning has been ſeconded 
by the Practice of thoſe very Gentlemen, who no 
ſooner got into a Share of the Adminiſtration, than 
they laid the ſame violent Hands upon this ſacred 
Depoſitum, as their Predeceſſor did; but, in one re- 
ſpect, were more blameable than him in that: He 
la viſn'd the Public Money indeed, but then he la- 
viſn'd it amongſt ourſelves; but his Succeſſors upon 
Foreigners, and for foreign Purpoſes, as fatal to 
the Intereſt of Great Britain, as their Predeceſſor's 
Meaſures were deſtructive of her Glory. ; 
The propofing the Exciſe-Scheme was the Mea- 
ſure which begot greater Ill-will and Unpopularity 
to the Miniſter, than any Step he took during his 
long Adminiſtration, It united all Intereſts and 
Parties, excepting thoſe who had an immediate De- 
pendance upon the Revenue, againſt him; and the 
Clamour it raiſed was not confin*d to the looſe diſ- 
perſed Rabble, but was puſh'd by regular Reſolu- 
tions from the moſt conſiderable Bodies of the King- 
dom, particularly by the City of Londen, who had 
at that Time a Tory Lord Mayor, under whoſe Di- 
rections and Influence her Government made as no- 
ble a Figure in the Oppoſition, as it had ever been 
known to do under the moſt violent Whigs. It 
was therefore, in effect, owing to this Spirit with- 
out Doors, more than to the Speeching of our Pa- 
triot and his Friends within Doors, where the 
Court had an evident Majority, chat the Scheme 
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was dropt. But before I leave this Subject, I can't 
omir taking Notice of one Propoſal thrown out by 
M. **, It is well known, /aid be, that it was 
the Cuſtom among our Anceſtors, when any new 
Device was propoted, to deſire Time to have a Con- 
ference with their Countries: Upon which he quo- 
ted two remarkable Paſſages, viz. Lord Coke's Inſt. 
4th Part, p. 14, where that great Lawyer has 
theſe Words, viz. 

It is alſo the Law and Cuſtom of the Parliament, 
that when any new Device is moved in the King*s Be- 
half in Parliament, for his Aid, or the lite; the 
Commons may anſwer, that they tender*d the Kings 
Eſtate, and are ready to aid the ſame, only in this 
new Device they dare not agree, without Conference 
with their Countries, Whereby it appears, that 
ſuch Conference is warrantable by the Law and Cuſ- 
tom of Parliament. And again, p. 34. 

At the Parliament holden the gth of King Edward 
the IIId, for a Subſidy of a new Kind, the Commons 
anſwered, that they would have Conference with 
thoſe of their ſeveral Countries and Places who" had 
put them in Truſt, before they treated of any ſuch 
Matter. | | 

« If ſuch Conference was ever neceſſary, conti- 
nued our Patriot, upon any Occaſion, it is ſurely 
neceſſary before we agree to the Device now offer'd 
to us; a Device, which, in my Opinion, ſtrikes at 
the very Root of our Liberties; it is, in my way 
of Thinking, a downright Plan for arbitrary Pow- 


er ; and in this I am not ſingular, for there ſeems 
to be many Gentlemen of the ſame 


40100 with- 
in Doors, as well as without; therefore I muſt 
think that it is neceſſary, it is incumbent upon every 


Gentleman of this Houſe, at leait, to defire to have 


a Conference with his Conſticuents, before he agrees 


to any ſuch Device,” 


This is another of the Doctrines laid down by 
the Gentlemen of the then Oppoſition ; a * * 
which, 


(73) 


which, as they pretended, did not reſult from Con- 


veniency or the Neceſſity of Temporizing; but it is 
inherent to our Conſtitution. Theretore it remains 
the ſame in all Exigencies of Government, when 
any new Device is made on the King's Behalf, for bis 
Aid, or the like, But how was this Doctrine prac- 
tis'd, when, upon a late Occaſion, 16,000 Forces 
belonging to the King of G— B— were ta- 
ken into the Pay of G —- 3 —; a Device, for 
the Aid of the King, I believe, of the neweſt Kind 
that ever was invented, and which, if it were not 
for the Dependance the Nation has upon his Maje- 
ſty's and his Family's Perſonal Virtues, mult appear. 
more terrible, than ever the Terrors of an Exciſe- 
Scheme itſelf. ih FT 

I ſhall only, from the above Quotations made 
by our Patriot, and his Applications of them, take 
Notice here, that the Oppoſition had then laid it 
down as a Principle, that the People had a Right 
to be informed, and to be conſulted as to any capi- 
tal Point under the Conſideration of Parliament; 
that this was a fundamental Maxim in the Conſti- 
tution : Yet we have ſeen thoſe very Gentlemen 
ſince, in a Pamphlet which is known to be clubb'd 
by the Party, aſſert it to be the conſtant and allow'd 
Principle of our Conſtitution, that no Man, after be is 
choſen, is to conſider himſelf as a Member for any par- 
ticular Place, but as a Repreſentative for the whole Na- 
tion. Nay, the Authors of this Pamphlet go fo far as 
to ſay, * That Parliaments have never allow'd the 
Right of inſtrufting to lie in the People; and that ac- 
cordingly it bas been a Practice, which, introduc'd firſt 
inthe Times of the Great Rebellion, bas never been exer - 
ciſed, but in Times that threaten'd the ſame Confuſion. 
Whether theſe Maxims are true or falſe, is not my 
preſent Purpoſe to examine; only I will take the Li- 


* See Faction detect:d, by the Evilence of Fats : Printed 
for Roberts. P. 79. Ss 
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(74) 
berty of drawing one demonſtrative Concluſion, 
which will effectually anſwer the Deſign of writing 
theſe Sheets. Either the People ought to be con- 
ſulted upon great and eminent Exigencies of Go- 
vernment which come before Parliament, or they 
ought not to be conſulted. If they ought, then it 
follows, that the Doctrine adopted now by thoſe 
Gentlemen is falſe, pernicious, arbitrary, and trea- 
ſonable; ſince, to adopt the Words of a true Patriot, 
there can be no Treaſon ſo deſeſtable as that againſt 
the Rights and Privileges ef a free People. It, on 
the other hand, this is not a Right which belongs 
to the People, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe who for 
Twenty Years.cajol'd the People into a contrary 
Belief? Is it not juſt that ſuch Men ſhould ſuffer 
thro? the Spirit which they-' themſelves have raiſed 
and kept up? Is it not juſt to retort upon them all 
their own Arguments, and upbraid them both 
with Injuſtice and the groſſeſt Diſſimulation ? Had 
the Author of the above Pamphlet been- ſenſible of 
the many groſs Contradictions contained in its un- 
meaſurable Length, and at the ſame time of the de- 
teſtable Light in which he places his Heroes, whom 
he repreſents as a Sett of juggling, falſe, diſſimula- 
ting Knaves, he wou'd not ſurely have let his Zeal 
got ſo much the Start of his Underſtanding, as to 
publiſh Fa//ities for Facts, and go on in a Train of 
Reaſoning which muſt tranſmit his Heroes to this 
and future Ages, as Wretches, who, to gain a little 
Point of Perſonal Revenge upon the Miniſter, ſet 
at nought all Ties of Conſcience, Duty, and Grati- 
tude. But of this more hereafter. | 
In the Debate upon the Addreſs to the. Throne, 


the firſt Day of the laſt Seſſion of this Parliament, 


our Patriot, upon an Objection to the Generality 
of th: Words That the Commons would ſupport 
* his Majeſty in all thoſe Meaſures which he ſhall 
© think neceſſary to enter into? by Mr, Shippen ; 
and to thoſe of ſecuring: his Majeſty's Poſſeſſions, 
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(75) | 
becauſe ſuch an Expreſſion might include the Ger- 
man Dominions, made by another Gentleman, I 
ſay, upon thoſe Objections, threw cold Water up- 
on the Debate, as if he had been then in Hopes of 
acting vigorouſly for both. He laid © That he wou'd 
take-the Liberty to propoſe an Amendment, but 
that he muſt acquaint the Houſe, his Motion was 
without any View of making a Difference or Divi- 
ſton that Day; and that he would inſiſt upon no- 
thing unleſs it was entirely agreeable to every Gen- 
tleman in the Houſe.” And then he faintly intro- 
duced an Amendment, viz. Provided ſuch Mea- 


ſures ſhall appear to this Houſe neceſſary for obtain- 


ing ſuch Ends: Which was neither agreeable to all 
the Gentlemen in the Houſe, nor was it inſiſted up- 
on by the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition. In the 
Courſe of this Debate, however, it having been ſug- 
geſted to an honourable Gentleman, that the Words 
of the Addreſs propoſed, might be afterwards con- 
ſtrued as containing a Vote of Credit z this Objec- 
tion turn'd the Debate pretty much upon the Subject 
of Votes of Credit : Upon which our Patriot ob- 
ſerved, © That Votes of Credit originally were of a 
very different Nature from what they are at preſent. 
That they were then never ſo much as asked, but 
for ſome particular Purpoſes expreſly mentioned; 
the Sum was always limited ; the Parliament be- 
came Sureties for that Sum; and an exact Account 
was given to Parliament to what Purpoſes the Mo- 
ney ſo granted was apply'd.“ It is true, that in 
Conſequence of this Reaſoning, I do not remem- 
ber an unlimited formal Vote of Credit to have 
paſs'd ſince the Change of theMiniſtry ; but of what 
Significancy is the Form of doing the Thing, while 
the Grievance and Expence continues the ſame, 
equally dangerous and intollerable. If the immenſe 
Sums for the Service of the Year, amounting to 
betwixt ſix and ſeven Millions of Money, is greater 
than all granted in any one Year of the late Admi- 
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niſtration, their Votes of Credit and every Thing 
included; and if, by a new Device, the Land- Tax 
Bill is made to anſwer every Purpoſe of a Vote of 
Credit. | 


January 23, 17334, A Motion was made by an 


honourable Gentleman now in the T y, for 
Papers relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville, This having produc'd a perſonal Debate 
betwixt the Miniſter and the Heads of the Oppoſi- 
tion, Mr.“ * took notice, that the refuſing to lay 
before the Houſe Papers relating to a foreign Ne- 
gociation is unparl:amentary and unreaſonable : 
Do we not know, continued be, that upon ſuch 
Occaſions we name a ſecret and ſelect Committee 
to inſpect ſuch Papers, and to report what they find 
in them relating to the Affair under our Conſidera- 
tion; and, I hope, we ſhall always have in this 
Houle Ten or a Dozen Gentlemen as capable to 
diſtinguiſh what ought to be kept ſecret, and as ca- 
pable to keep thoſe Secrets, as any Secretary or 
Miniſter of State, that is or ever ſhall be in this Na- 
tion.“ Give me Leave here to enquire, what has be- 
come now of ſuch Gentlemen? Was the Houfe 
of C ns, by our Patriot and his Antagoniſt's 
being removed to another Houſe, diſabled from 
furniſhing out ten or twelve ſuch Gentlemen, when 
ſome Papers were called for relating to the impor- 
tant Engagements of this Nation with the Queen of 
Hungary, and other foreign Powers? It was then 
the H—ſe of C——ns were told by the very Gen- 
tlemen, who always exclaim'd againſt and ridicuPd 
fuch Arguments, when uſed againſt themſelves, 
* That ſuch Motions were calculated only to diſtreſs 
the Government, and to enable artful Men to raiſe 
Murmurs againſt the moſt neceſſary Charges of the 
State; and to quarrel with the beſt Means of Pub- 
tic Security, with a manifeſt Advantage, becauſe it 
is eaſy to diſpute the Wiſdom of Meaſures, which never 
cas 
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can be entirely diſcloſed, till they are fully executed. 


Upon this Occaſion, I ſay, this Cant was revived, 
which, in effect, takes from the Houſe of Commons 
all the Power of Enquiry into Foreign Meaſures, or 
the Application of Money deſtin'd, or pretended 
o be apply'd to foreign Purpoſes. | But what De- 
ceit or Inconſiſtency can we imagine too groſs for 
Men to be guilty of, who openly avow, That all 
the Time they wore the Mask of Oppoſition, all 
the Time they were deeply vowing and ſwearing, 
that they meant no more by Oppoſition, than ſecu- 
ring the People in their undoubted Privileges and 
Birth-Rights, which they thought to be endanger'd 
by the exceſſive Power of the Crown, acquir'd by 
corrupt Practices: I ſay, what is too infamous tor 
ſuch Men, when after this, they avow, That their 
Oppoſition * was net a Quarrel about parlicular 
Laws or Allerations of the Conſtitution 1, and farther, 
* That ſomething of this kind is attempted in-the 
+ Courſe of every Oppoſition; and ſomething of 
this kind is from Time to Time neceſſary, 
within the Bounds of Moderation, to be done, 
to confine Government to its firſt Principle, 
and proper to be attempted in ſome Conjunc- 
tures, even in a further Degree than is intended 
to be done, to keep Miniſters of a certain Cha- 
racter in Awe, and to maintain the People, in a 
Senſe of their Advantages, which ſuch Miniſters, 
without that lively Senſe in them, might have ir 
otherwiſe in their Power to impair, —- But theſe 
were ſecondary Views; the grand Point intended, 
and what theſe were employ*d only as Engines to 
effect, was to remove the Miniſter, and to bring back 
© the Councils of this Country to its true Intereſt. 
As we are now come to the Period, when, by the 
Defeat of the Exciſe-Scheme, the Oppoſition began 
to gather Strength, and to make a greater Figure 
in the Houſe of Commons, we will, with the Rea- 
- der's Leave, here examine a little into the other 
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Facts and Principles contained in this Pamphlet of 
the Party. For my own Part, I can ealily ſee, 
that it is a ſhameful Confeflion of their Treachery * 


and Diſſimulation, extorted from them by the bare- 
fac'd Inconſiſtency of their Conduct: It is like a 


Paper deliver'd to the People by a Robber at the 
Gallows, in which he pleads in his Excuſe, that 


when he held the Piſtol to the Breaſt of the Travel- 


ler, he never meant to murder him, and pleads 
Treachery and Perjury as Alleviations of his Crimes. 
The Conjuncture was now come, (iz. when 
the Oppoſition was at its Height,) continues our 
Author, which had been long and impatiently 
expected by the Faction. —Confuſion was be- 
gun—and the Government attack'd without the 
leaſt Appearance that the Faction (meaning the 
Tories) had been the Authors of it.“ But to 
whom was this Confuſion owing? Not to the To- 


0 


ries, * for they, according to this Author, only afed | 


an under Part in this Whig Oppoſition. And they 
only concurr*d to raiſe the Ferment which had intro- 
duc'd the Confuſion. Therefore, upon the very Con- 
ceſſions of theſe Gentlemen, they were the People 
who had introduc'd Confuſion, and raiſed a Spirit, 
which made themſelves acknowledge, that || Domeſtic 
Peace was in the utmoſt Hazard: Nay, they tell 
us further, it was not owing to them if it was not 
deſtroyed : It was owing to his Majeſty's Pru- 
« dence, who dictated and aſſiſted us in the middle 
Way of Moderation, in which all Safety conſiſts, 
by yielding to a Change of the Miniſter.” So 
that this excellent Scribe lays it down as a Princi- 
ple, that che Heads of the }/hjg Oppoſition had ac- 
tually carry'd Matters ſo far, that a Civil War was 
upon the Point of breaking out, and of endanger- 
ing his Majeſty's Perſon and Government; (for, by 
his Way ot Reaſoning, Diſſatisfaction with the Mea- 
ſures of the Miniſtry is the ſame, or very Pe 
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ſameThing with Diſaffection to the Royal Family.) 
And for what Reaſon? Why, forſooth, becauſe 
they wanted to remove a Miniſter : That is, to get 
into his Poſts. This every Man of common Senſe 
plainly perceives to be the whole Sum of this Apoſ- 
tales Doctrine. But, how ridiculous, how bare- 
facedly wicked this Pretence is, we may partly per- 
ceive from his own Way of Reaſoning : For, ſpeak- 
ing of the Facobire Faction, which, by-the-bye, he 
takes for granted, againſt all Senſe, Reaſon, and 
Experience, form*d Part of the late Oppoſition, he 
ſays, * They had indeed a View, but it was a pri- 
vate Title, the Intereſt of one Man, and of one 
Family. An Object in itſelf unworthy any Par- 
< ty, and criminal too in the higheſt Degree, becauſe 
it was the private Intereſt of a Man and Family, 
* who, by their Education and Religion, were nou - 


© riſh*d in a fatal Enmity to their Country.“ I 


have heard, that out of Excrements themſelves, an 
Eſſence may be extracted ſomewhat reſembling 
Musk. If we make a Politico-Chymical Eſſay of 
this kind with this Writer; we muſt apply the Prin- 
ciples of Facobite Loyalty, which he lays down 
here, with thoſe of Wbig Oppoſition, which he a- 
vows and juſtifies elſewhere. If the former then 
were inexcuſable for making Perſonal Attachments 
the Motive of their Conduct, are not the others equal- 
ly blameable for making Perſonal Enmity- that of 
their Oppoſition? But this Author, or his Friends, 
or the Cabal, will object the Pretender's and his Fa- 
mily's fatal Enmity to this Country. Can it be 
greater than what they for Twenty Years together 
imputed to the late Miniſter? The Facobites are 
unjuſtifiable for carrying on Intrigues, which are 
commonly ſo filly, that they are Matter of Laughter 
rather than Reſentment, in favour of a particular 
Perſon; but the new Miniſtry-Men are Patriots 
tor puſhing their Oppoſition to a particular gs 
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( 80 ) 
ſo far, that it endanger'd his Majeſty*s Perſon and 
Government, How ſhameful is this Reaſoning ? 
How does it, upon the very Face of this Pam- 
phlet, juſtify every Degree of Oppoſition, nay, De- 
reſtation to the Principles and Meaſures of the A- 
oſtate's? 

The ſame Seſſions, viz. January 2 5, An honour- 
able Gentleman, who is now in the Miniſtry, mov- 
ed for the Inſtructions given to our Miniſter in Po- 
land in 1729, to be laid before the Houſe.“ As the 
Arguments made uſe of in this Debate were pretty 
much the ſame with thoſe made uſe of on both Sides 
on the like Queſtions, I ſhall only trouble my Rea- 
der with a remarkable Doctrine laid down by our 
Patriot on this Occaſion. After. abuſing a certain 
Gentleman perſonally for writing a Pamphlet againſt 
the Oppoſition, he came to talk of the then Circum- 
ſtances of the Nation; he then talked of the Ex- 
pediency and Juſtice of the Motion, and ſaid, 
That tho? Papers were refuſed by a Majority of 
Parliament, it wou'd not have any Weight with the 
Nation, I know, continued be, it is not allowable 
to ſay any thing againſt what is done by a Majority 
of this Houſe 3 but there are certain Methods of 
Speaking, which are not againſt Order, and which 
might, notwithſtanding, make Gentlemen feel, that 
an Anſwer cou'd be given, even to that unanſwer- 
able Argument of its having been done by a Majority, 
I have known in former Parliaments moſt ſcandalous 
Things done by à corrupt Majority; any Thing 
being done or reſolved on, even by a Majority of this 
Houſe, will nat make it right, or convince the Nation 
that it is ſo.” I cou'd defy the moſt ſanguine Ad- 
yocate for Power to give any one Inſtance of Diſ- 
affection, or, if they will, Diſſatisfaction, in the 
Gentlemen in the preſent Oppoſition, equal to the 
Doctrine which is broach'd in this Speech. Can 
even the Author of Faction detected pretend to ſay, 
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that the moſt forward Leader of the preſent Oppo- 
ſition, ever ſet up his Standard againſt the very 
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Authority of Parliaments, which undoubtedly con- 
ſiſts in a Majority of their Numbers? Is there now 
an Inſtance of Oppoſition, that has not been con- 
fined to the Perſons and Meaſures of M—-rs ? Or 
is there a Poſſibility of conceiving an Argument in 
favour of the moſt upright Conſtitution and Mea- 
ſures, which may not be anſwer*d by this way of 
Reaſoning ? Has it not been a Doctrine inculcated 
ever ſince the grand Apaſtatiſm, That the Majority 
of Parliament is infallible z; That the People with- 
out Doors, viz. the Nation, have no Buſineſs to 
meddle with Affairs of State? What ridiculous Va- 
* nity is this, ſays the Author of Faction detected, 
and what Folly to imagine, that Men, who have 
© no Interelt in the State, but the Profits of their 
daily Labour, ſhould be more anxious for the 
6 Well-being of their Country, than thoſe who 
have vaſt Properties to take Care of, who really 
feel the Burthens, which are but imaginary upon 
the reſt, (becauſe, in the Nature of Things, they 
caſt off the Load of all Public Charges from 
chemſelves upon the Rich, by an Advance both 
of the Price of their Commodities and Labour) 
and who alone ſuſtain all the Taxes of the Na- 
tion, whoſe Lands are ſaddled directly or indi- 
© realy with the whole Expence !* This Doctrine 
is ſo barefacedly infamous, that it wou'd be taxing 
my Readers with Inſenſibility, ſhou'd I pretend to 
point out every Contradiction and laviſh Tenet it 
contains. It is ſufficient, therefore, to take Notice, 
that theſe are the Arguments made uſe of in every 
enſlaved Country to bring and to keep the People 
in a State of Servitude and paſſive Obedience, not 
only in Civil but Religious Matters. | 
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(82) 
I tis ſaying in other Words, that the People of Eng- 
land, in their collective Capacity, have neither In- 
tereſt in obſerving, Right in examining, nor Judg- 
ment in cenſuring, the Conduct of their Governors. 
That if the Government had a Mind, at one Blow, 
and by one deciſive Vote, to ſtrike off all theit Li- 
bertics, it wou'd be their Duty to ſubmit, becauſe 
they have no Intereſt in the State, But this Author 
ought to remember that all Taxes, all heavy Impo- 
ſitions, equally affect the Poor as the Rich; the 
Money'd as the Landed Intereſt. He ought to re- 
member, that his own infamous Doctrine is a ſtaring 
Contradiction to his own Argument. For the People 
of this Iſland are of two Sorts, viz. They who 
poſſeſs Landed Eſtates, and they who don't, Up- 
on the former all Taxes more immediately fall, but 
intermediately equally upon the latter : The Mo- 
ney*d Intereſt immediately contributes leſs to Taxes 
and the Support of the Government than even the 
Labourers, and the Mechanics ; and yet it is noto- 
rious, nay, I believe it will not be diſputed even 
dy this vain Scribe of the Faction, nor by his 
Friends, that the Meaſures, both of the late and 
preſent A 
C ns chiefly, almoſt ſolely, by the Gentle- 
men of Money*d Intereſt. If, therefore, they who 
live by the Profits of their Daily Labour, have no 
Intereſt in the State, becauſe they don't feel the Bur- 
then of ſupporting it; what Intereſt ought they to 
have in it, whoſe whole Buſineſs is a little daily La- 


bour amongſt Exchange-Brokers, at public Offi- 
ces, in the Riſe and Fall of Stocks, and Lottery 


Tickets * Do ſuch Men, whoſe Eſtates are now li- 


able to no Tax, pay in the hundredth Degree of 


Proportion to their Property, the ſame as à Mer- 
Ehant, a Tradeſman, or a Mechanic, to the Sup- 
port of the Government? And yet were not, are 
not thoſe the Men, who have the greateſt Share in 


dhe domeſtic Succeſs which all the Meaſures of the 


n, were ſupported in the Houle of 
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late and preſent M—y have met with ? But per- 
haps I have done too much Honour to this infa- 
mous Doctrine, by taking ſo much Notice of it. 

I cannot, however, help putting the Public in 
Mind of one Thing, which will ſerve as a ready 
and an unanſwerable Reply to all the Inſolence of 


the H —# Herd, when they talk in the Strain 
of this Germaniz*d Author, in the Paſſage we have 
been examining. The People of England have had 
individually, tho? not poſſeſs'd of Eſtates either in 
Land or the Stocks, more Property than any equal 
Number of People in the World ; and they look 
upon themſelves thereby entitled to judge of the 
Meaſures of Government, in proportion as they 
feel their Property affected by them. This is an 
infallible Rule for judging, becauſe Intereſt never 
lies. But the People of England have another Poſ- 
ſeſſion beſides that of Property, which no People 
now under the Sun perhaps can boaſt of but them- 
ſelves, I mean that of Liberty. To this they are 
entitled as much as the greateſt Courtier is to his 
Eſtate ; and their Concern for the Preſervation of 
this, has made them at all Times, and, I hope, 
ever will make them jealous of che Meaſures of their 
Governors, They know that it is their Liberty 
alone that ſecures their Right and Property, and 
that where the Right is not ſecur'd, the Enjoyment 
of it is but ſhort-liv*d and precarious. They know 
and can Ciitinguiſh, that an implicit Acquieſcence 
in the Meaſures of a M——y, ſupported by a cor- 
rupted intereſted Majority, is not only contrary to 
the Spirit of Liberty, and the Principles of this Cor - 
ſtitution, but muſt unavoidably lead them blindfold 
to the Brink of Deſtruction, and 1 75 irretriev- 
ably plunge them into Slavery and Miſery. It is 
the Conviction of all this which has induc'd the In- 
dividuals of this Nation, always, and under all Go- 
vernments, to aſſert their Privileges of enquiring 
into, nay, of blaming public Meaſures, if they 
| M 2 thought 
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thought them ruinous to their Intereſt and that of 
their Country: It is this which has united them ſo 
often in the glorious and ſucceſsful Oppoſition of 
arbitrary Government; the trueſt Teſt of which is, 
their endeavouring to broach and to propagate thoſe 
very Doctrines which are contained in the Pam- 
phlet we are now examining. But to return to the 
preſent Subject of theſe Sheets. | 

This Scflion was fruitful of ſeveral extraordinary 
Debates with regard to the Army. In that of the 
Committee upon its Augmentation, the Words of 
Mr.“ were ſo ſignal, that they ought to be kept 
as an eternal Anſwer to all the ſtale, ridiculous Pre- 
tences for keeping up a Number of Forces on Ac- 
count of any Invaſion from Abroad. The Motion 
being made in the uſual Terms of Fears of Invaſion 
and all that, by a Gentleman who had the Salary 
of Paymaſter-Deputy to the Army; our Patriot 
anſwered his Reaſoning, Have we not, ſaid he, 
12,000 Men in Ireland, from whence we may call 
home as many as we pleaſe upon any Emergency ? 
Has not this been done in former Times? Beſides, 
can we not call for Troops from Holland, whenever 
we have Occaſion for any ſuch? Has not this like- 
wiſe been formerly done? We know that by Trea- 
ties the Dutch ate obliged to furniſh us with 10,000 
Men, if we ſhould be attack'd by any Power in 
Zurope, and at their own Expence too, The Gen- 
tleman ſpoke likewiſe of the Diſpoſition of Quar- 
ters, and the Difficulty of getting a Number of Men 
together upon any Emergency. Sir, I have had 
the Honour to ſerve in that Office, as well as the 
Honourable Gentleman; and I never knew a Diſpo- 
ſition of Quarters ſo made, but that almoſt all the 
Troops in Great Britain could be got together, by 
regular Marches, Time enough to oppoſe any Ene- 
my that cou'd come againſt us, unleſs they were 
to drop from the Clouds : I cannot comprehend 
from whence Gentlemen imagine ſuch Troops ſhow'd 
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be ſent againſt us; Muſt they not march from their 
ſeveral Quarters to the Sea-Coaſt of that Country 
from whence they are to come? Muſt they not 
have a Fleet of Ships to tranſport them, and a fair 
Wind to bring them to this Ifland ? Will not this 


take up Time, and that enough to give us an Op- 


portunity of aſſembling our Forces ? This really, 
Sir, ſeems to me to be raiſing Phantoms in the 
Air, in order to find Pretences for loading the Peo- 
ple of England with Taxes. _ | 

As this Reaſoning is not founded upon accidental 
Circumſtances, but built upon Principles which 
muſt continue the fame while Great Britain conti- 
nues to be an Iſland ; how long it may continue ſo 
in a political Senſe, or whether ſome Gentlemen 
have not already join'd it to the Continent, is not 
yet my Buſineſs to enquire. . 

In the ſame Debate we meet with the following 
memorable Sentiments, which if applicable to an 
Army of 18000 Men, the Number then propoſed, 
how much more applicable are they to upwards of 
70000, the Number which Great Britain now has 
in Pay! We all know, /aid he, what Jealouſies 
and Fears the People have entertained at the conti- 
nuing of this Army, during the laſt Years of per- 
fect Peace and Tranquility, both at Home and 


Abroad; and if that Meaſure ſhould be again at-. 


tempted when thoſe Days of Peace return, every 
Man muſt then conclude, that that Army is kept 
up, not for defending ourſelves againſt a foreign 
Enemy, but for the Safety of thoſe who have ren- 
dered themſelves odious to the People, and for de- 


fending them againſt the Reſentment of an injured 


and plundered: Nation : It this ſhould ever happen 
to be our unfortunate Condition, the People would 
certainly make a Struggle for the Preſervation of 
their antient Conſtitution, — This will certainly be 
the Caſe, —I know it muſt be the Caſe. Such 

are 
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are the Sentiments of Mr. * * the Patriot. Let us 
now examine a little into thoſe of Mr, * * the P—r. 

As to his Arguments relating to an Invaſion 
which he ſo juſtly ridicuPd, I find the Patriot fully 
refuted by the P—r, 8 4, 

Will this Nation, ſays the abovementioned Pam- 
s phlet, be ſeduced to ſuch a Point as not to ſee— 
That Maritime Power is precarious, neceſſarily 
divided often, and capable of changing from one 
State to another, when protected only by itſelf 
[That the Expence of it, all our Hiſtories ſhews, 
© that the utmoſt Care of the moſt numerous Squa- 
drons cannot ſecure us againſt being inſulted, nay, 
even actually invaded z That ſuch Invaſions have 
never failed to put us to great Expence, and have 
* always given us great Alarms, and ſometimes 
proved ſucceſsful ; That we have rarely wanted 
24 Faction at any Time, to back and abet At- 
* tempts of this Nature, nor that from the Nature 
of our Government we ever ſhall ; and that when 
they were thus back'd and thus abetted, they 
hardly ever failed of their Deſign ?* If we re- 
duce the whole of this Propoſition to the Teſt of 
Logick, I don't know how the Right H—— ble 
Author and Patron of the Doctrine can reconcile it 
to Reaſon or Senſe, 


Invaſions have ſometimes prov'd ſucceſsful : 

But Invaſions have rarely wanted a Faction to 
ſupport them; and 

When they had a Faction to ſupport them, they 
hardly ever failed of their Deſign. 


I may appeal to the candid Reader whether I do 
this Author any Wrong, whether theſe Propoſi- 
tions don't literally ariſe from his own Words; and 
whether any of the Miniſterial Hacks, who ſo of- 
ten uſed to ſtir his Indignation, ever vented ſuch a 
String of abſurd Inconſiſtencies. 


But 
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But it were pardonable if his Defects lay in Lan- 
guage or Reaſoning only ; his Judgment has hap- 
pily betrayed him into blundering out the Secret of 
the Cabal, which is, That this Nation mult for ever 
be ſubjected to the Curſe of a Standing Army; a 
Secpet which no abandon'd Tool of the late M——r 
ever yet had the Confidence to avow. But before 1 
proceed to the Particulars of this Charge, I muſt 
put the Reader in Mind of another round Aſſertion 
contained in the above Quotation. He there lays ir 
down, That the Nature of our Government is ſuch, 
as that there muſt ever be a Faction in this King- 
dom ready to abet and back every Invaſion : That 
Invaſions when thus back*d have hardly ever fail'd 
of Succeſs. As this is the true Senſe of his Words, 
what is the Conſequence which every Man of com- 
monUnderſtanding will draw from them, but that the 
Nature of our Government that is, our Conſtitution) 
wants new modelling, otherwiſe it will be always 
in the Power of a Faction to facilitate the Succeſs 
of every Attempt made by Foreigners upon this 
Nation. Now what other Means are there of pre- 
venting this diſmal Conſequence of Faction, but 
augmenting the Power of the Crown, nay, making 
them arbitrary; for there is no other Power can 
cruſh the Exiſtence of Faction, tho* they may its 
Effects: This is not obſcurely hinted in the Per- 
- formance now before us, but in a very extraordinary 
Manner. 1 th 2% 

Is it to be forgot (/ays his Lordſbip) how ſince 
« that Time (viz, the Revolution) many Deſcents 
have taken Effect, (that is a Lyez not one has) 
« when our Navy was in its Zenith, and thoſe of 
© other Powers at their loweſt Ebb? — If we have 
© not forgot all this, we muſt be mad to think, 
* that at any Time, or in any Situation, this Nation 
s can, with Security, alone confide in their Naval 
* Force, If, therefore, there can be no Time and 
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no Siluation in which this Nation can confide in 
their naval Force alone, ſhe muſt at all Times, and 
in all Situations, confide in her Military Force; 
and if ſo, does not a Standing Army become a 
Part of this Conſtitution, and neceſſary for preſer- 
ving it? And can there poſſibly be a Time "pen 
it is not neccſiary? A Doctrine which the late 
Mr, in all the Plenitude of Power, nor his 
Creatures in all their Inſolence of Office, were ſo far 
from once attempting to introduce, that they often 
employed their whole Eloquence to diſclaim it. 
We ſhall now go on, in the Courſe of our Obſer- 
vations of our Patriot's Conduct. | 
On February 13, upon the Reading of the Mu- 
tiny-Bill, a very extraordinary Motion was made 
by a noble Lord, viz. * That Leave might be given 
to bring in a Bill for the better ſecuring the Con- 
ſtitution, by preventing the Officers, not above 
the Rank of Colonels of Regiments of ſuch Land- 
Forces as ſhall at any Time be allow'd by Parlia- 
ment, from being depriv'd of their Commiſſions, 
* otherwiſe than by Judgment of a Court-Martial, 
to be held for that Purpoſe, or by Addreſs of ei- 
ther Houſe of Parliament.“ 
This Motion, whether deſign'd in jeſt or earneſt 
the Reader may judge, was occaſioned by the Re- 
moval of ſeveral very great Officers of the Army, 
upon their Behaviour at the Time the Exciſe-Scheme 
was in Agitation, The Motion was oppoſed upon 
the general Principle of not reducing the Preroga- 
tive, which was too much reduced already; and 
the Expreſſions of Mr. * * upon that Occaſion de- 
ſerve the Public Notice, Gentlemen, ſaid be, talk 
of invading the Prerogative, as if it were a moſt 
beinous Thing to leffen in any Degree that which 
they call Prerogative; but this has been already 
anſwered by a worthy Gentleman (meaning his 
Friend, the preſent C———r of the Er) 
who - juſtly ſaid, that the Prerogative has been 
ä growing 
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growing ever ſince the Revolution, and it is certain 


* that it is daily gaining Ground both in this Houſe 


and the other. The Power of the Crown, conti- 


nued he, every Member of this Houſe, as well as 


the other, ought always to be jealous of. For, 


* what by Creations and Tranſlations, it may at 


£ laſt grow ſo great as entirely to overturn that 


* Ballance upon which our Conſtitution depends.“ 
To this Patriot-Reaſoning, let me oppoſe the Words 


of the- Author of Faction detected. * Whoever, 


ſays be, will take Pains to look back upon the 


Condition of our former Government, and will 
reflect, as he ought to do, upon thoſe Laus and 
Acquiſitions, (and many more there are, all tend - 
ing in ſome Degree to the ſame Improvement, ) 
and any Man who will weigh what we have al- 
ready explained, as to the Power of the Crown 
in its Civil Liſt, in its Employments, or in its 
Prerogative; if he really means nothing but to 
preſerve this Conſtitution, muſt confeſs, that the 
Liberty and Property of this Nation never ſtood, 


repair'd in every Breach that Time had made, 

fortify'd with additional Pillars of prodigious Se- 

curity, and every Day increaſing in Soliduy, by 

the Effect of Laws, which, from the Courſe of 

Tins and Nature, muſt take place in a few 
ears. 


From theſe Reflections it does really appear, 
that Men betray their Ignorance in the molt groſs 


Manner, when they talk in that unmeaning Cant, 
of the Neceſſity. of bringing back our Conſtitu- 
tion to its firſt Principles, ſo much the Faſhion in 
theſe Times; for I defy the ableſt Man in Eng- 
land fairly to give an Inſtance of any Period in 
this Government, where the Power of the Crown 
ſtood upon lower, or the Liberty of the Subject 
upon higher Ground, _ it does at this Dye. 
9p 
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in. any Period of Time, upon ſo ſtrong a Baſis, 
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So impudent a Defiance, I believe, never was 
thrown out in the Face of Truth, Experience, and 
a ſenſible People, as the above is: Nay, if Defi- 
ances were Arguments, I would venture to defy this 


infamous H n to bring ten People in Eng- 
land, beſides half a Dozen or a Dozen of his own. 
Cabal, to ſecond his Defiance. Don't we know 
that the Civil Liſt Revenue, tho? it is greater than 
ever was known, 1s but a ſmall Part of the Means 
of acquiring Power which the Crown has now in 
its Hands. Has this Author provided one ſingle 
Inſtance of the real Prerogative, I mean that Part 
of the Prerogative which creates an Influence in 
Parliament being retrenched ſince the Revolution? 
Cannot we bring numberleſs Inſtances wherein it 
has been unmeaſurably increaſed ſince that Period? 
Has not this Scribe meanly and ſcandalouſly ſunk 
this great, this fatal Truth? Has he ſpoken a 
Word of the Riot Act, which is fo plainly in Fa- 
vour of the Crown, that were the Nation to be 
again under (which Heaven avert) the melancholy 
Neceſſity of another Revolution, cou'd we ſuppoſe 
her Dangers and Provocations ten Times greater 
than it was at the Time of the late Revolution? I 
ſay, cou'd we ſuppoſe all this, the Riot A makes 
it abſolutely impoſſible for her to work out her De- 
liverance now, by the ſame Means ſhe did then. 
Does it not erect every Mercenary Juſtice, every 
Scoundrel Exciſe or Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, whoſe 
very Being defends upon the Breath of the meereſt 
Tool which depends upon the Crown, into a Ba- 
ſhaw; and gives them a Power over the Lives and 
Liberties of their Fellow Subjects? Has this Author 
taken any Notice of the prodigious acquired Pow- 
er of the Crown, by Means of a large Standing 
Army, that eternal Fund of Gratuities for Penſio- 
naries and P tary Mercenaries? He will re- 


ply to this, That this is a Prerogative which the 
Crown always had. Yes, it always had it, but 


how? 
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how ? It had the Power of appointing before the 
Revolution the Officers of five or ſix Thouſand 
Men at moſt, which were kept up by Parliament; 
but what is that to the Commiſſions. for an Army 
of 50,000, which we now pay upon the Britiſh and 
the 1ri/þ Eſtabliſhments? Has this candid Scribe 
taken any Notice of the Diſpoſal of upwards of two 
Million of Money, which the Crown has for the 
diſcharging the Intereſt of the National Debts ? 
This ſingle Article alone is worth more, and gives 
greater Weight and Strength to the Prerogative, 
than twenty ſham chimerical Powers which it has 
been nominally deprived of ſince the Revolution. 
The dangerous Part of the Prerogative never was 
given up by the People, even before the Revolu- 
tion, when the Influence of the Tory Doctrine was 
the ſtrongeſt; and the Acts which this Writer pre- 
tends to be acceſſional to the Liberty of the Subject 
never were meant, they never were intended tor 
other than explanatory of what the Subject before 
that Period had always contended to be his Birth- 
Right. But after all, what is Prerogative, but an 
empty Sound without Power? And what may not 
Power effect without that empty Sound? Is it nor 
notorious that this very Year, while the noble Scr ib e 
had the Pen in his Hand writing this infamous Pam- 
phlet, the Crown has the Management, it has the 
Diſpoſal of ten Millions of the Publick Money? I 
ſhall ſuppoſe the Crown to be only the Steward of 
three Millions of that Money; but as the Steward» 
ſhip is for Life, where 1s the Difference betwixt ic 
and an abſolute Property? Yes, it may be ſaid, 
but then the Crown cannot appropiate that Money. 
No, but there are a great many pretty Gratuities 
ariſing out of the Diſtributions of, out of the Pets 
which it creates, and the Dependencies it effects; and 
then the abſolute Property which it has in ſix Mil- 
lions beſides, raiſed for its own immediate Purpoſes, 
gives the Crowg of England now more actual In- 
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fluence in the Nation, than the utmoſt Stretch of 
Prerogative, claimed by the higheſt of our Princes, 
ever could have communicated : But this is ſo pal- 
pable that it would be almoſt Impudence to pretend 
to prove it. The Reader then may judge of the 
 Candour of this Author, and what the Fruits of 


H niſm will be, when its Spring gives us 
ſuch an Earneſt. I cannot however leave this Sub- 
ject without taking Notice of another mean Piece of 
Diſſimulation, which is, to be ſure, as much below 
the Character of a Gentleman, as it is inconſiſtent 
with that of an Engliþman, In enumerating the 
Advantages * which the Subject has received from 
the preſent bleſſed M ry, he mentions an 
Act paſs'd the firſt Seſſion of the prefent Patlia- 
ment, for the farther Limitation of Place-men in 
the Houſe of Commons: But he does not tell what 
the Subject gained by that Act, nor in what Man- 
ner it paſs'd. In the firſt Place, all we have got, 
is the excluding about a Dozen Officers, who now 
ſit in P t. But we ſhould admit this to be 
ſomewhat ; but when are they to be excluded? Not 
till near ſeven Years after it paſs'd into a Law, 
which 1s the natural Term of a Man's Life; and 
gives thoſe whom it may affect Time enough to do 
all the Miſchief they wiſh or intend; nay, an Op- 
portunity of either ſetting it entirely aſide, or of 
* Concerting Means to make it of no Effect: One or 
other of which Caſes he ſaw actually happen to 
every material Clanſe of the Act of Succeſſion, thro? 
the Delay of its Commencement. The A Suc- 
ceſſion, in the Nature of Things, could not com- 
mence ſooner than it did: But give me Leave here 
to ask this modeſt ingenuous Author, by what 
Means the boaſted Bill he ſpeaks of came to have 
ſo diſtant a Commencement? If it is a bad Bill 
(as he in Effect ſays it is) why was it paſs'd into a 
Law? If it is a good one, it could not commence 
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too ſoon; as it is calculated to obviate not a diſtant 
but an actually exiſting Evil: If ſuch a Bill is at all 
neceſſary or expedient, it can be ſo only from the 


Greatneſs and Urgency of the Miſchief it is meant 


to prevent. To paſs ſuch a Bill againſt Miſchiefs 


diſtant feven Years hence is ridiculous, and in Ef- 
fe, an Indulgence of the Evils now fo ſenſibly 
felt by the People. But how did this happen ? Nor 
ſurely from the Cauſe to which our: Germaniz'd 


Scribe imputes the Impunity of the E. of O — 4, 
and the defeating all the excellent intentions of his 


Patriot Stateſmen: For he may remember he was 
in the Houſe when it was puſhed that it ſhould 
commence immediately, or at leaſt before rhe next 
Seſſion. Who oppoſed this? Let him anſwer that 
Queſtion if he dares. Did not his own Friends, 
betore they were well warm in their Places, ſtand 
up and harangue in the very Language and Terms 


of the late M-ry againſt its immediate Com- 


mencement? Did not they oppoſe its Commence- 
ment till after this Parliament was over? And was 
it not viſible to every Gentleman in the Houſe, that 


they would have knocked it in the Head entirely, 


had it not been that the ſnort Time they were then 
in Office, with a few glimmering Hopes of being 
able to retain their old Friends, made them very 
cautious of diſobliging and irritating the People by 


a barefaced Oppoſition to it? Was not this evident 
when a more effectual Bill to the ſame Purpoſe was 
brought in the next Seſſion of P. t? When the 
new M——ry-Men ſtood up and ſpoke againſt it 
with all their Lu 
an Honourable Gentleman anſwer; a Right H 
ble M — r, who had the Honour of ſucceeding 
to the late M—1's Poſt in the E--——r, by re- 


ngs and Eloquence ? And did not 


ns the Speech which the latter had made ſome 
Fears ago when he brought in the very ſame Bill; 
aud Was ſo zealous for it, that he would not wait 
the uſual: Form for preparing it for and bringing ic 


* into 
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into the Houſe ? But of this ſhameful' Step enough. 
The noble Lord's Motion which we took No- 
tice of about the Officers of theArmy having miſcar- 
ried, another (which the former Motion was meant 
to introduce) was made by the Right H ble 
M -— r 1 laſt hinted at: „* That an humble 
* Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly to 
« defire his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly 
% pleaſed to inform this Houſe, by whole Advice 
« jt was that his Majeſty was pleaſed to diſcharge 
« his Grace Charles Duke of Bolton, and the Right 
%% Honouravle Richard Lord Viſcount Cobham, 
from the Regiments lately under their ſeveral 
„ Commands, and what Crimes were alledged 

& againſt them which were the Occaſion thereof.“ 
Our Patriot, who: ſcconded this Motion, ac- 
knowledged, that the former Motion was only a 
Preliminary to this one. He ſaid, That as che 
King can never be preſum'd to do wrong, it was 
therefore right to agree to this Motion; and farther 
that whoever gave the Advice, it was a wicked 
one.“ But as no Ulage cou'd provoke the M- —-] 
Gentlemen to an Anſwer, Sir William Wyndbau 
was the only Member who ſpoke in the Debate be- 
ſides ; upon the Queſtion the Motion was report- 
ed by a great Majority. The Reader will, no 
doubt, at this Juncture make very proper Reflec- 
tions upon the Decency and Expediency of this Mo- 
tion; and he may figure in his Mind the Behaviour 
of the ſame Gentlemen in Caſe a like Motion ſhow'd 
be made upon a like Occaſion next Seſſions. But 
J can't here help throwing out one Obſer vation, 
Thar it is very little Difference whether an Officer 
is actually removed from his Poſt, or receives ſuch 
Treatment, and meets with fo many Indignities as 
that he can't continue in it with Honour, The lat- 
ter is undoubtedly the more provoking Conduct of 
the two; and if this Uſage is given an Officer WhO 
is at the Head of an Army, and anſwerable for the 
DE Management 
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Management of it, it is ftill a more aggravating 
Circumſtance : And yet the above Motion was 
made and ſeconded by Men who now bluſh not at 
ſay ing, That Men cannot deny that Prerogative 
was reduc'd, and the Conſtitution reſtor'd by the Re- 
volution ; they will not venture to do this, becauſe 
the Falſehood would be too glaring. 

The next great Queſtion in this expiring Parlia- 
ment, was Feb. 26, when Mr. 5 moved to 
have his favourite Piace-Bill committed, for limit- 
ing the Number of Place-men in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, in order to ſecure the Freedom of Parlia- 


ment; which, by their Doctrine in their Pamphlet, 
is too free already. As the Arguments for this Bill 
are in every Body's Hands and Mouth; and as 
there never, perhaps, was a Point which is ſo uni- 
verſally agreed upon by all Degrees of People, ex- 
cepting Miniſterial Hirelings alone, it is needleſs 
for me to reſume them here. But the Public will 
judge what a Farce was acting when this Bill was 
with ſuch ſeeming Zeal and Earneſtneſs contending 
for, by Men who have ſince fairly own'd, * § That 
we have already all the Laws that the Wiſdom of 
Man can invent to leſſen the Operation of the Power 
of the Crown ix that way. If theſe Laws are not 
effectual, there is too much Reaſon to fear, that the 
Remedy is beyond the Power of Law, and that the 


Evil muſt ariſe from the Ambition which is incident 


to the Nature of all popular Governments, and to 
the Opulence of this Country.” jo 
On March 13, A Motion was made in a very 
full Houſe, for repealing the Septennial- Act, and 
a very long Debate enſued, in which the Arguments 
for the Motion had an evident Superiority over 
thoſe againſt it. Our Patriot and his Friends diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves in a peculiar Manner z and 
there is ſomewhat ſo extremely applicable to the 
Doctrine of the Pamphlet I have been examining 2 
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the Words of our Hero upon this.Queſtion, that I 
can't help thinking he ſpoke them with a Prophetic 
Foreſight of his own and his Friend's Admini- 
ſtration. 

Faction and Sedition, Sir, /aid he, are two 
Words that have always been made uſe of by the 
Advocates for arbitrary Power, in order to induce 
the People to give up the Privileges upon which 
their Liberties depended ; or to divert them from 
reaſuming or vindicating thoſe which had. been 
before fooliſhly given up or unjuſtly uſurp'd or 
taken from them : But it is to be hoped thoſe two 
hideous Words will never in this Country have 
their defir*d Effect.“ What Opinion can Poſterity 
entertain of a Party which eſpouſed ſuch Principles 
as theſe, and immediately u their coming into 
the Places of thoſe whom all this Virulence was le- 
velled at, trump'd up the very Words they had 
taken all this Pains to ridicule and cenſure. 

* © As in all populeus Countries, ſays tbe Au- 
thor of Faction detected, from a Variety of Diſtreſs 
ſuch Objects muſt be very numerous, (viz. they 
who oppoſe the Government thro? the Judgment 
of their own Circumſtances) ſo from the very Num- 
bers of a People alone, Fadtion always derives a 
great Advantage, ſince from the Difference of Diſ- 
poſitions with which Men are born into the World, 
ſome will infallibly ariſe from Time to Time, 
framed by Nature itſelf of a reſtleſs and diſcon- 
tented Temper ; form'd, whether they have Cauſe 
for it or not, to be as well a Torment to them- 
ſelves, as a Plague to the Society in which they 
live. Nor can Oppoſition, right or wrong, want 
even Property to gild it over and to grace it. — 
From whence the Obſervation holds moſt. true, 
That all Nations, in Proportion to their Increaſe, 
grow turbulent and faftious. The foregoing Ob- 
ſer vations are neither founded upon Truth, the Na- 
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tare of Things, nor the Experience of Mankind, 
yet they are the very Arguments uſed by Power 
againſt Oppoſition of every Sort. They are tran- 
ſcribed from the Mouths of the late A -n, 


which never failed upon any popular Queſtion to 
tell the Houſe, that the Nation was too rich, that 
Riches made them factious, and that the Oppoſi- 
tion to the Miniſtry was no more than had happen- 
ed under the beſt and mildeſt Adminiſtration that 
had ever been in England, But is Fat the ſame 
Thing with Imagination? Is ſuffering the ſame Thing 
with Wantonneſs? Is it not Fact, that half of the 
Country of England is now deſolate thro' the Ex- 
orbitancy of Taxes? Is it not Fact, that our Manu- 
factures ate almoſt quite ruined? That in many 
Places, in which not many Years ago the Rents 
were as well paid as any where in England, Land- 
lords would be glad to fel] their Eſtates to any one 
who will pay the Taxes they are rated at? Is it 
not Fact, that even ſince the lite Change of 
M - rs, the Trade and Navigation of G —— 
B has been neglected to a more ſcandalous 
Degree than they were even in the worlt Times of 
the laſt Ad ————P—-n? This Author therefore 
mult prove, that there is no Room for theſe Com- 
plaints, before he launches out into the Common- 
Places of all the Advocates for Power. He muſt 
prove that we are the rich, flouriſhing,” powerful 
People he ſuppoſes us to be, before he charges us 
with the Spirit of Fa#7ion and Sedition. | But enough 
of theſe ſhameful Tergiverſations, wherein Men 
cannot move one Step without branding themſclves 
in the Forehead with the worſt of Epithets. 5 
A Meſſage having been ſent from the Crown 
this Seſſion to enable his Majeſty to augment his 
Forces, a very ſtrong Debate enſued. Our Patri- 
ot did not ſpeak till towards the Cloſe of it; when 
he roſe up, and ſaid, in Anſwer to ſome Miniſterial 
Arguments, For God's Sake, Sir, are we eter- 
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nally to be the Dupes of Europe? If the Emperor, 
or any other Power neglects to keep their fortify*d 
Places in a proper Poſture of Defence, muſt we 
anſwer for that Neglect? Are we, for the Sake of 
preſerving the Ballance of Power in Europe, to un- 
dertake, at our own Charges, to defend every 
Power in Europe, and to prevent their being inva- 
ded or conquered by any of their Neighbours ? 
Such Arguments, Sir, I ſhould think ridiculous if 
made uſe of for perſuading us to make the leaſt 
additional Expence; but they are much more ſo 
when they are che only Arguments made uſe of for 
2 with us to make a total Surrender of our 

iberties. Surely, Gentlemen muſt think this Houſe 
mighty ready to reſign the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, when they make ſuch Propofitions, and ſup- 
pott them by ſuch Arguments.” 
Such was the Way of talking of our Hero upon 
a petty Demand, which, perhaps, in the then Si- 
tuation of Publick Affairs, was neceſſary and right: 
But how have we. ſeen this Reaſoning inverted ſince 
that Time? We have ſeen the Nation brought to 
ſupport an Intereſt no Way related to it, at the Ex- 
nce of fix Millions of Money at the Expence of 
— her very Liberties, by taking into her Pay 
near thirty Thouſand Mercenaries; at the Expence 
of all the Rules of common Prudence, which re- 
monſtrate againſt her lay ing her laſt Stake upon a 
Chance, in which ſhe has every Thing to loſe and 
nothing to gain : Nay, have we not ſeen that even 
the Men who were ſo forward to puſh the Power 
of the Crown in the late A— —Nn to the great- 
eſt Height, boggle at theſe Meaſures as too big, 
too extravagant for the Nation to ſwallow, what- 
ever the P- t might do? I ſay, have we 
not ſeen thoſe Men outbid in their Terms; and 
thoſe Undertakers who oppoſed before the ſmalleſt 
Meaſures of that Kind, boldly ſtep in, and at one 
Plunge expoſe the Publick, and its Liberties, to 
| greater 
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greater Dangers, greater Difficulties, than ſhe had 
ever experienced during the twenty Years A 
n of a hated and an obnoxious M r 
We ſee Mr. * could rail at our being at an incon- 
ſiderable Charge (the Whole, I think, not amount- 
ing to 200,000 Pound, in Favour of the Empe- 
ror) yet we have ſeen the —— of and his 
Friends voting away Millions of Pounds, and 
Thouſands of Livres in Favour of the E———r's 
Daughter. Does the Author, ſo often quoted, give 
one Inſtance by which G— B——2 can receive 
one Shilling of Benefit from all this Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure? No, he builds all upon an 
empty ridiculous trite Maxim, that the Houſe of 
Auſtria muſt be ſupported. But is not the Houſe 
of Auſtria now as able to ſupport itſelf as it was in 
the Time of the late Emperor, A great deal more 
ſo, even by the Confeſſion of theſe Gentlemen them- 
ſelves, ſince they admit that its Enemies are greatly 
reduced: Nay, can they produce any real Service 
that all our immenſe Armaments have done to thig 
favourite Houſe, more than it had actually before 
received from our pecuniary Subſidies? None. But 
enough of this. 

The firſt Seſſion of the next Parliament, which 
opened Fanuary 14, 1734-5, Was uſhered in by a 
Speech from the Throne, which gave the Parlia- 


ment no Manner of Satisfaction as to the then State 


of Affairs; nay, which left them more in the Dark 
than before. An Amendment being propoſed to 
the Addreſs upon this Speech, a ſtrong Debate fol- 
lowed, in which our Guarantee of the Pragmatic 
Sanfion was treated very Cavalierly by Mr. 
and his Friends. There was one Paſſage in our 
Patriot's Speech which I can't forbear recommend- 
ing to the Conſideration of my Reader, ſince it an- 
ticipated great Part of the Objection, which has 
been ſince ſo pertly made to his and his Friends 
favourite Conduct of entering into an expenſive 
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Land-War, and taking the whole Burthen of it 
upon our own Shoulders. The Ballance of Pow- 
er in Europe, ſaid he, is certainly of as much Con- 
1 quence to other Nations as it is to this; ; and when 
it comes to be really in Danger, it is not to be 
q ueſtioned but that we ſhall find other Powers as 
ready to join with us as we are to join with them, 
for its Preſervation : And unleſs we ſhew too much 
Readineſs to bear all Expence, it is alſo certain, 
that thoſe who are in equal Danger will never re- 
fuſe to bear their proportjonable Share of the Ex- 
pence. But if ever this Nation ſhould put itſelf up 
as the Don Quixote of Europe, we may then expect 
that moſt of the Powers of Europe, who are not im- 
mediately attach*d, will heave the whole Burthen upou 
us; and this I am afraid is too much 'the Caſe at 
preſent.“ Aye, and indeed ſo it is. For there is 
not a Syllable of this prophetic Speech which has 
not been fully and literally verified by the Conduct 
of our new M——ry, in the Share which we have 
taken in the Affairs of Germany, if it can be called 
a Share, where we are in Effect at tbe whole Ex- 
peuce. The Ballance of Power is not a Thing 
which is to be peculiarly guarded by us. No, the 
very Nature and Term of a Ballance implies, that 
it muſt regard all the Weight which is in either of 
the Scales. The Ballance ot Power. when the French 
had over-run the Queen of Hungary's Pominions, 
was, we were told, in Danger. Suppoſing it was, 
whoſe Duty and whoſe Intereſt malt immediately 
was it to recover it? Great Britain was the laſt 
Nation in Europe that could ever have ſuffer'd by 
it. The Dutch might have ſuffer'd immediately; 
the Empire of Germany might have ſuffer'd imme- 
diatelyz the Electors might have tutter*d medi- 
ately; the Crowns of Sweden and Denmark might 
have ſuffer'd, if not immediately, vert not very re- 
motely: In ſhort, there is not a People upon the 
Continent who would not have ſound the nee 
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before it could have reached Great Britain. Yet 
we did not ſee one of theſe our Neighbours, who 
were to be ſo immediately affected by this Over- 
throw as the Ballance of Power, ſtir a Foot in its 
Defence. They imagined that it either was - not 
intended to be overthrown by France, or that the 
Queen of Hungary alone, with a little pecuniary 
Aſſiſtance, was able to retrieve and maintain it. 
Perhaps they imagined, that had the Elefor of Ba- 


varia ſucceeded in his Claims, he would have of 


himſelf been a ſufficient Connterballance to the Pow- 
er of the Houle of Bourbon. But whatever was in 
this, it is certain that we became the Don Puixots 
of Europe upon this Occaſion, We boldly took 
the Whole of the Expence and Danger upon our- 
ſelves z and thereby made ourſelves Judges of our 
Neighbours Danger, which they either did not 
foreſee, or did not think themſelves concern'd to 
prevent. But we are taught other Leſſons of Po- 
litics by the ſagacious Author of Faction Detected, 
and that I may do him no Wrong, I ſhall give his 
own Words. | | 

But I think it neceſſary to premiſe, that this 
wretched Author takes it all along for granted, that 
our preſent M— -s are the Saviours of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and lays their great Merit in their reſcu- 
ing it from immediate Ruin, after being abandon'd 
by all the other Powers of Europe. This I fay with 
him is the great Merit of the preſent M——ry 
and, indeed by his Reaſoning, they can have no 
other Merit; tor the Whole of his Charge againſt 
the late A.————n conſiſts in the M rs 
giving the Houſe of Bourbon too much Weight, 
and not ſupporting the Houſe of Auſtria in Time. 
Nay, he goes farther ; and the Length he goes is 
ſo ridiculous, fo falſe, and ſo fooliſh, that unleſs 
his own Words ſerved as Evidences, A fter- Ages 
could not believe there was a Man ſo infamouſly 
abandon'd to all Senſe of Reaſon and Virtue, as to 
N | 5 aſſert, 
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aſſert, That the Grand Criterion of both Parties, is 
7 the Whigs to oppoſe the Growth of the Power of 
France, and of the Tories to advance the Intereſts of 
that Power. The puſhing for conſtitutional Secu- 
rities he. terms, an Indulgence in 8 Whig Oppoſi- 
tion; and therefore we may fairly conclude, that 


the Profeſſions of the Party about Public Spirit, Li- 


berty, and all that, have been uſed as Cloaks to co- 
ver and to palliate their Hatred of France, which 
we muſt humble, though we have not one Power 
in Europe to aſſiſt us. But this is a Digreſſion from 
the Point I had in View, which is to prove, that 
theſe Gentlemen in Effect did not make the Oppo- 
ſition to France the great Criterion of their own 
Oppoſition, as this Hair-brain'd Author aſſerts, 
This we may perceive from the above Quotation 
from our Patriot's own Speech. Now let us ſee 
their later Declarations. | 

In the firſt Place, he lays againſt the preſent Op- 
poſition a Charge, which, if it is well founded, (as 
it ſhall be made appear that it is not) they muſt 
have borrowed from his own and his infamous Con- 
duct, and that of his apoſtate Friends, The 
Charge is That they make it a Principle, to wean 
the People from their Affection to the Houle of 
Auſtria, to diminiſh their Apprehenſion, or to in- 
© creaſe their Fears of the French Power, either juſt 
as Events ſhould make it moſt convenient to do, 
To undermine the great and ſalutary Principle 
© (which, by the bye, is what our Patriot in the above 
Quotation from his Speech calls Quixotiſm) of ſup- 
< porting aBallance of Power upon the Continent, by 
6 ian. 2 of the Inability of the Nation, of the 
Folly of engaging in Wars, in which we propoſed 
to make no Acquiſition for ourſelves, (and what 
can be greater Folly?) and of the Security of this 
Nation in its Maritime Force alone, let. what 
would happen upon the Continent.“ 4 
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As this is the aggravated Charge upon the Gen- 
tlemen of the preſent Oppoſition with Regard to 
Foreign Affairs, by the Confeſſion of this Apoſtate, 
let us now confider the Figure which Maxims, di- 
rectly the reverſe of this Charge, (even ſuppoſing 
it well tounded) muſt make in the Nation. Sup- 
poſing then the Apoſtate himſelf haranguing t 
People: Gentlemen, you are to love the Houſe of 
Auſtria beiter than your Limbs, Liberties and Lives, 


for it is through the Houſe of Auſtria alone that you 


can enjoy all theſe Bleſſings, together with that of 
living under a Whig, Apoſtate, Unmaik'd, Renega 

A n. Wu are, contrary to all common 
Senſe and Evidence, always to ſuppoſe France in the 
Wrong, and upon the Catch to deſtroy you : You are 
to ſell your Coats, you are to mortgage your Eſtates, 
ou are to risk your Freedom in Support of a Thing 
called the Ballance of Power; but what kind of a 
Thing it is I don't know, any farther, than that by 
doing as I direct, you will thereby plague the Tories. 
You are to look upon yourſelves as abſolutely obliged 
to do all this, however great your own Preſſures and 
Poverty may be; and you are io do it without the 
Proſpett of the Advantage of one Shilling to your- 
ſelves : You are likewiſe to believe that your Fleet is 
not worth Two-pence for protefting you againſt a Fo- 
reign Force; and that therefore your only Safeguard, 


Jour only natural Defence, your only national Secu- 


rity, is your Standing Army. 

Thus this apoſtate Author, a proſtitute Renega- 
doe, ſo much reſembling himſelf as to deny that 
this is, in Effect, the Subſtance of the Doctrine 
contained in his Pamphlet, and that the Treatment 
he gives the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, does not 
in every Page ſpeak this to be his true and 'genuitie 
Senſe, As a Proof of this, I need but appeal to 
his own Words in ſeveral other Places; where he 
plainly lays it down, that we are to be the Don 
Quixots of all Eurape, if we expect that we "7 to 
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menced political Knight Errants) in particular 
made them flow to relolve z (though they had been 
« pretending do be about reſolving for iu Years be- 
« fore) and cheir Situation made deiperate to engage, 
* (tven they were very much in the Right not to re- 
© ſolve) till they were ſure of a ſolid Support.“ But 
what becomes of this Author's ſhameful Argument, 
drawn at once from the Backwardgels and Forward- 
neſs of the Dutch? Did the Duwh ſtir one Step, 
though their Armies had been long before augment- 
ed, and every Thing was in Readinefs for them to 
dcclare as they ſhould ſee it moſt for their Intereſt, 
till Great Britain had borne the Heat of the Day 
by her NN and the Queen of Hungar)y's Forces 
had left the, Duzch little elle to do but be idle Spec- 
tators of her Conqueſts? 
»The King of Sardinia had heartiily and gene- 
© roully ſtept into the Breach, (By- the- bye, this bs 
did before the Change of our Miniſtry, therefore no 
* Thanks to them) but his Circumſtances were, it 
poſſible, ſtill more critical.“ What made them 
more critical now than they were at the Time of his 
heartily and gencrouſly ſtepping into the Breach ? J 
hope it was not his diſcovering, that the new 
My in leſs than three Months had found 
Means to make themſelves more unpopular than the 
old one had done in twenty Years z which made him 
inſiſt upon ready Money before he would match 
one Step - 163800 
8 © The Kings of Pruſſia and Poland neither could 
have ſtopp'd if they would, nor probably would if 
they could, and muſt have deen hurried on where 
France ſhould have directed, or where their on 
Ambition have invited; if by the gathering wy 
fs | Clou 
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Cloud, a Storm had not been threatned from the 
Quarter of Great Britain, which might have cre- 
ared both Doubts and Terror as to the Event of 
this Quarrel; this was therefore the only Way to 
induce them to be more moderate and circumſpect 
in their Proceedings. It was certain, that nothing 
leſs than this could ſuſtain the drooping Spirits of 
the Queen of Hungary, and of her diſtreſs?d and 
faithful Subjects, in the deſperate Condition to 
which they were reduced; it was therefore paſt all 
Doubt that if theſe Meaſures were not purſued, ſhe 
muſt immediately accommodate with France upon 
any Terms; and that France having broken the 
only Power which could give her any Diverſion in 
an Attempt 120 Great Britain, would have been im- 
mediately at Liberty to have joined her whole Power 
with that of Spain, and to have given Law to us.“ 
Upon the whole of this Review it plainly ap- 
pears, that we thought it was our Buſineſs, though 
the very laſt People in Europe whom ſuch a Con- 
juncture could affect, to concern ourſelves in Mat- 
ters that no other People in Europe thought they 
had any Thing to do with. But will this ridicu- 
lous Author pretend, while we declare ourſelves the 
Don Quixots and Drawcanſirs of Europe, that any 
Power will put themſelves to the Trouble or Ex- 
5 — of oppoſing the Power of France, or any 
ncroachments which may endanger in any Reſpect 


the Liberties of Europe ? If they did, they would 


prove themſelves as fooliſh as we are generous. The 


Dutch have now a Hundred Thouſand Land Forces, 


they lye nearer to the Danger, and more commo- 
dious for ſtepping in to the Aſſiſtance of the Queen 
of Hungary. If ſhe really was upon the Brink of 
Deſtruftion, why did they not ſtir, ſince they muſt 
have been the firſt to have ſuffered : If ſhe had 
been ruined, their Fate muſt have been the next : 
If ſhe had ſucceeded, they would have reaped the 
Advantage. Beſides, as they lay contiguous, it 
had been eaſy to have ſtept 2 to her Aſſiſtance 2 
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(106) 
fore her Aſſairs had grown deſperate; and a ſmall 


Matter would have gone farther then to her Re- 


lief, than Millions did afterwards? The Reaſon is 
plain, becauſe they khew that we would fave them 
both the Trouble and Expence, and prevent their 
being under a Neceſſity of breaking with France, 
by -their taking Part with the Queen of Hungary. 
We had declared ſo upon the Change of the A— 
n; it was in Effect the firſt Step we took, 
ſince they were ſenſible that our terrying over 
16000 Men to Flanders put us more than Half, 
Seas over in our embarking in the War. They 
knew that we had done too much to ſtop there; 
and that we had done too little for us'to hope, that 
if we did not do more, we could do nothing with 
any Effect. They thought that if they gave us the 
leaſt Encouragement for what we did, we might 
enter a kind of a Claim upon them, as if it had 
been by this Advice we had entered fo far into the 
Quarrel; and that if they did not, or even ſeemed 
in ſome Meaſure to diſapprove of it, that they were 
at Liberty to act according to Events. Upon this 
obvious Principle it was that they turned a deaf 
Ear to all our alluring Offers and Invitations; nay, 
actually {ent over a Memorial, diſavowing all Con- 
currence in, or Approbation of, the Step of ſend- 
ing ſuch an Army into the Netherlands. It hap- 
pened that Things turned out juſt as they had fore- 
leen. They lay by without taking one Step which 
could engage them, either as Acceſſaries or Princi- 
pals. They waited .till they ſaw the Turn of the 
War: They ſaw it turn in Favour of the Queen of 
Hungary: They ſaw the Danger, both immediate 
and diſtant, diverted from themſelves by Means of 
our prodigious Armaments. They beheld us take 
a Body of Foreign Mercenaries into our Pay, which 
they looked juitly upon, as doing what they muſt 
and ought to have done, had we been as inactive 
as they. They knew that the French had already 

ſuffered 


a 


_ - (4629 
ſuffered too much from the Queen of ungary's 
Arms, both in Bohemia, in Bavaria, and the Em- 
pire, for them to pretend to do any Thing againſt 
the Dutch ;, and that in Cafe the French, even ſup- 
poling them ſucceſsful, would take their Neutra- 
lity in good Part, and lay the Blame of all their 
Loſſes upon G f -. In ſhort, they were 
quite ballanc'd, and their Conduct was to be de- 
termined only by the Event. That this was their 
Intention, and that it was a wiſe Intention, is 
blabb*d out by the Apoſtate Author I have ſo ex- 
amined, in the Lines immediately following thoſe 
I laſt quoted. This approaching Situation of 
our Affairs was but too viſible ; nor was it at all. 
extravagant, or very remote to foreſce that it would 
become much worſe ;. that ſome of the Northern 
Powers might be induced to enter into her Views; 
and that even the Dutch would at length act as In- 
ſtruments to the long premeditated Deſign of that 
dangerous People, to deſtroy the Religion, Laws, 
Liberties, and Commerce of this Nation.“ But 
why are we to ſuppoſe that Great Britain's Ruin 
was what the French Court had principally in 
View? Were not the Queen of Hungary and the 
Dutch together, perhaps with a Prince or two in 
Germany, who were too powerful to ſuffer their 
Scheme to paſs unoppoſed : I ſay were not all the 


Powers to be firſt demoliſhed? How could the 


French expect to deſtroy our Religion, our Laws, 
Liberties and Commerce, while we had a Fleet at 
Sea which "might bid Defiance to the united Ma- 
ritime Power of all Europe this Inftant ? How could 
they hope to ſucceed but by an Invaſion ; ſuppoſing 
they had had Ships to have invaded us, by what 
Means could they have got together a ſufficient 
Number of Troops down to their Sea Coaſts for 
Embarkation, without our hearing any Thing of 
the Matter, and preventing their Deſign? And had 
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they landed with a ſmall Number, that never could 
have anſwered their Purpoſe. Beſides, what an 
aukward Compliment does this Writer pay to our 
good Allies the Dutch, whom he ſuppoſes would 
have lent their helping Hand to the French for our 
utter Ruin. Pray can we ſuppoſe that they would 
have done this, unleſs they had been firſt ſoundly 
drubb'd? And can we ſuppoſe, if they had ſeen 
themſelves in the leaſt Danger, that they would not 
have done ſomewhat, if not upon our, upon their 
own Account. But this Author gives us, in another 
Paſſage of this ſtupidly perplex*'d Work, a Reaſon 
for our believing that the French muſt firſt ſubdue 
all the Continent, before they can, with any Pro- 
bability of Succels, attack Great Britain. Will 
this Nation, ſays be, be ſeduc'd to ſuch a Point as 
© not to ſee, that when the Romans gained the uni- 
< verſal Empire upon the Continent, tho* in a much 
lower Condition in their Marine than France now 
cis; the Carthaginians, the only State in Europe 
* (ho told his L p that the Carthaginians was 
© a European Sate?) potent in this Reſpect, were 
< inthe End deſtroyed * From this trite, yet miſta- 
ken Piece of Hiſtory it appears, that the Romans 
cou'd not ſubdue the Carthaginians till they bad g ot 
the univerſal Empire (as our blundering Author calls 
it) upon the Continent, And ſhall we be under 
Dread, that the French are able to do, what the 
Romans were not able to effect? Beſides, if our 
Author had known ſo much of our Hiſtory as a 
School Boy, he would have known, that the Ro- 
mans acquired this Superiority not till after great 
| Pains, great Expences, indefatigable Application, 
and dear-bought Experience. | | 

I ſhall now only touch upon that Part of the 
above Quotation which regards the Kings of Po- 
land and Pruſſia, Now it is reaſonably to be ſup- 
poſed, that neither his Poli nor Pruſſian Majeſties 
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are abſolute Ideots; and if they are nat, how are 
we to imagine that they would have ſuffered France 
to have gain'd ſo deſtructive a Power in the Em- 
pire, as muſt very ſoon, nay, immediately, have 
terminated in their own Ruin? If the Ambition of 
France has no Bounds, if her Deſigns are laid with 
tolerable Cunning or Judgment, (as I think it is al- 
lowed by our Author and his Friends that they are) 
we can't ſuppoſe, that after they had declared them- 
ſelves the common Robbers of Europe, the above 
two Princes would have tamely aſſiſted them in 
their Rapine; or that France would have turned 
her Arms upon Great Britain, while ſhe had two 
ſuch powerful Princes at her Back. Their Appre- 
henſions of France muſt have made them as jealous 
of that Power, nay more ſo, than ever they had 
been of the Houſe of Auſtria; and all the Favour 
they had to expect was, a little lengthning out 
of their Deſtruction, till the common Enemy had 
found a proper Opportunity of ſwallowing them up 
with the others. Nay, if the Aims of France had 
been ſo ſubverſive of all the Rights of Equity and 
common Juſtice, can we imagine that the Empe- 
ror himſelf, any more than the Kings of Poland 
and Pruſſia, would have ſat contentedly under her 
Tyranny, and have worn the ſplendid Livery of a 
French Emperor, in order to have qualified him- 


- ſelf for the Golden Chain of a French Slave ? Muſt 


not the Powers of the North have been affected, 
and muſt they not have united in order to oppoſe 
the Storm ? Muſt not all this have happened before 
it had poſſibly been either in the Power or Inclina- 
tion of France to have attacked Great Britain? 
Nay, give me Leave to put the Queſtion to any 
Man of common Senſe, would they not have uni- 
ted for this. Purpoſe, had they not very plajnly 
ſeen from our Conduct, that we were officiouſly 
preparing to ſave them the Labour ? But to return 
to be Detail of our Patriot's Conduct, 


I am 
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I am afraid of tiring out my Reader's Patience 
with a Repetition of the ſame Things, ſhould I 
rſue our Patriot through ali the Steps of his con- 
ſiſtent Conduct this Seſſion, ſome Part of it falling 
under the one or other of the Heads which I have al- 
ready conſidered. Only I cannot help recommend- 
ing the following Piece of Reaſoning, which fell 
from our Patriot this Seſſion, upon the Subject of 
our arming ourſelves in Defence of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, while the Dutch ſat inactive. As to the 
Balance of Power, /aid he, it ought certainly to be 
preſerved. In this, Sir, all the other Princes and 
States of Europe are as much, nay more nearly, 
concerned than we; therefore they ought to bear 
their Share of the Expence, and will certainly do fo 
when they find it neceſſary, But if upon this Pre- 
tence we run. ourſelves into every Broil that hap- 
pens in Europe, the Dutch, as well as the reſt, will 
probably heave the whole Charge upon us; they 
will neglect providing in Time even for their own 
Defence, when they find us ſuch Dupes, as to be 
ready upon all Occaſions to make that Proviſion 
for them. Whether our late Preparations have gi- 
ven them any Ground to think ſo, I ſnall not pre- 
tend to determine; but as I look upon the Dutch 
to be a very wiſe People, I muſt either conclude 
that they think ſo; in which Cale we ought not by 
any new Augmentation to encourage them in that 
Opinion, or I muſt conclude that the Balance of 
Power is not in any Danger: For though it could 
be ſuppoſed that the chiet Magiſtrates in Holland 
were inclin'd to ſacrifice the Intereſts or Safety of 
their Country, to their own Safeties, or their own 
little private Views; yet if the Balance of Power 
were in any Danger, the People would force them 
to join in the War. The Magiſtrates of that Re- 
public are not protected either by Riot- Acts, or by 
regular Troops quartered in the very ** of 
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their Country, and therefore the People might, and 
certainly would force them to do their Duty, or 
would maflacre them as they have done heretofore. 
For this Reaſon I am inclined to think that the Ba- 
lance of Power is not yet in any Danger; and if 
the Balance of Power be not yet in any Danger, 
there was no Occaſion for our being at any Ex- 
pence on Account of the preſent War. 

Does not this Extract give a full and a clear An- 
ſwer to all the ridiculous Reaſonings, which have 
ſince beer. urged, for our entering into a War without 
the Participation, nay, againlt the Conſent of the 
Dutch, who were fo far from thinking the Balance 
of Power in Danger, that they would not join, ei- 
ther the Queen of Hungary, or us, with a ſingle 
Man, till the Succels of the Auſtrian Arms, and 
our threatning Importunities prevailed with them, 
when all the Action of the Campaign was over, to 
ſend us a Corps de Reſerve. Theretore as the above 
Set of Reaſons are point blank againſt the Purpoſe 
of our entering upon a War on the ſame Account 
ſince that Time, I can't help ſubmitting them to 
the Conſideration of the Right Honourable Author 
I have ſo often mentioned, the next Time he re- 
views the following Paragraph. 

Our Miniſters acted honeſtly and wiſely (if 
they did give you the contrary Advice) vix. Ad- 
viſins his M y to enter into the Quarrel 
betwixt the Emperor and the Queen of Hungary; 
and unleſs they had been of the Principles of that 
Faction which abandoned the Cata/ontans, made 
the ſeparate Peace of Utrecht, ſacrificed their Al- 
lies, and all the Advantages of the late War, the 
Glory, Intereſt, and good Faith of this Nation ; 
and unleſs they had entertained the ſame View, 
the Preſervation of the Houſe of Bourbon for the 
Service of the Pretender, they could have given 
no other. If this Step had not been taken, by 
this Time indeed we ſhould not have had an 


Army 


„%% UA: 0.4 9--S 0 8.0 'D 


(112) 
+ Army in Handers; nor would there have been 4 
* ſingle Army in Europe, that could have ventur'd 
© to have oppoſed the Views of France.” 

If ſo, I ſhould be glad to know what Buſineſs 
we had to take the Whole upon ourſelves ? This 
Author, with all the Fury of his Heart againſt the 
Houſe of Bourbon, and the Pretender, has nos yet 
made it appear, through all his voluminous Perfor- 
mance, that it was Great Britain's Buſineſs to de- 
clare in this Affair before the Dutch; nor that any 
one Article betwixt the two Powers of Verſailles and 
Munich was concerted to the Prejudice of Great 
Britain, This he ought to have done before he 
had run out into all his ſtrain'd, fulſome Invectives 
and Panegyricks. But to proceed in our View of 
the Conſiſtency of our Patriot and his Friends. 

In the next Seſſion of Parliament, which met on 
Fanuary 1735-6; the King having hinted in his 
Speech, that he had ordered a conſiderable Re- 
duction of his Forces to be made both by Sea and 
Land, it was taken Notice of by the Oppoſition ; 
and I remember our Patriot, and his Friends who 
are now in the A n, zealouſly ſupported the 
Doctrine: That in order to give the Nation the 
due Relief propoſed by ſuch a Reduction, it would 
be neceſſary to reduce whole Regiments, ſince the 
reducing a few private Men in a Regiment, and 
not whole Corps, kept up the ſame Number of 
Officers; which was, in Effect, entailing an unne- 
ceflary and a dangerous Burthen upon the Nation : 
T hat the Advantage of reducing whole Regiments, 
was apparent to every Gentleman who ſhould take 
the Trouble of making the Calculation : For by 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Year before, a Marching- 
Regiment, conſiſting of 8 15 Men, coſt the Public 
about 15,217 J. yearly, which would be juſt fo 
much ſaved to the Public if that Regiment were re- 
duced z whereas if an equa] Number of Private 

Men only be reduced, from that and other Regi- 
| | ments, 
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ments, there would be a ſaving to the Public of the 
Pay of ſo many private Men only, which in a 
Year amounts to but 7, 4271. from whence it is 


evident that by a Reduction of 8000 Men, made 


by reducing whole Regiments, the Public would 
ſave 149, 369 J. a Year; while a Reduction of the 
fame Number of private Men ſaves but 7373, oo0 /, 
a Lear: So that the Difference to the Public was a 
ſaving of 76,3691. a Year. That tho? for the firſt 
Year or two one half of that Sum muſt nearly be 
furniſhed to Half. Pay Officers, yet theſe Gentlemen 
either dying, or being provided for in the Army 
in the Place of thoſe who die, the Nation in a ſhort 
Time would be greatly, if not wholly, eaſed of 
that Incumbrance. | 
' Tho? the Gentlemen who have apoſtatiz'd in 
other Reſpects, have not yet had any Opportunity 
of diſcovering their Apoſtacy in this; yer I did not 
think it amiſs to give them this refreſhing Remem- 
brance of their former Doctrines, as we may ſoon 
hope to ſee a conſiderable Reduction of the Forces 
now on Foot take Place. | 
A Motion having been this Year made by Mr. 
* * for referring the Eſtimate of the Navy to a ſe- 
cret Committee, a Debate enſued, in which our Pa- 
triot took Notice, That tho? the Eſtimate for the Na- 


vy are every Year laid upon the Table of the Houſe, 


yet it was very hard for any Member, from any 
Peruſal of them there, to aſcertain whether all the 
Articles of Expences mentioned in them, were ei- 
ther neceſſary or expended z or whether they may 
not be overcharged. He likewiſe took 'Notice, 
that no Gentleman could anſwer to his Conſtituents 
for loading them with extravagant and unneceſſary 
Expences. Beſides theſe Conſiderations, he com- 
pared the Nation to a Gentleman whoſe Eſtate is 
mortgaged, and who for that Reaſon has much 
more Reaſon for enquiring more narrowly into his 
Circumſtances. and Disburſements. This, Sir, 
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continued he, is our melancholy Caſe at preſent 
we cannot provide even for the current Service of 
the Year, without laying Hands upon that Re- 
venue which was long ſince appropriated to the 
Payment of old Debts; and therefore we ought 
not to approve of any Eſtimate, till we are tho- 
roughly ſatisfied of the Neceſſity of every Article. 
It is well known, Sir, ſaid he farther, that we have 
had of late ſeveral new Offices erected, new 
Poſts eſtabliſhed, and new Salaries granted, any of 
which are a Charge upon the public Revenue; and 
whatever may be the Caſe as to thoſe new Officers, 
I believe upon a proper Enquiry it will be found, 
that we have many old Offices, or Officers, that 
might be ſpared ; and many Salaries which might 
be altogether ſuppreſs'd, or very much dimi- 
niſhed.” 

Having very narrowly enquired into the State of 
the Nation at the Time when this Speech-maker 
and his Friends came to be in the Zenith of Power, 
I could not find that any Reduction was made ot 
thoſe Expences, Salaries, Poſts, or Places; I could 
not find that the Sinking Fund met with one Bit 
more Quarter from them, than it did trom their 
Predeceſſors; but I could eaſily find that the Na- 
tion's Eſtate was more mortgaged, and that there- 
fore her Stewards had greater Reaſon to have pur- 
ſued the Advice given by our Patriots. 

This Scſſion another Motion of a frugal Caſt was 
made by tne Friends of our Hero, which was, ta 
raiſe within the Year the Supplies neceſſary for the 
current Service. In the Courte of the Debate upon 
this Motion, the Gentlemen who ſupported it laid, 
* That in the preſent low State of the national 
Credit, and while the Public was ſo greatly in— 
debted, it was the moſt pernicious Thing they 
could da to run the Nation any farther in Debr, 
by creating new Funds, or to prevent that Fund, 
| which was long fince appropriated, from being 
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religiouſly applied, to the extinguiſhing yearly 
a Part of that Debt contracted before the Year 
1716.“ As this Reaſoning is more applicable 
now. than it was at the Time when this Motion 
was made, the Public cannot, without the utmoſt 
Concern, fee this ſacred Depeſitum violently ſiezed 
for the Purpoſes of a foreign War; and ſquander'd 
in ſuch a Manner, as that no Part of it can ever 
revert. to the People of Great Britain. This was 
not the Caſe with the laſt M — For under 
them, there ſtill continued a Circulation of the Pub- 
lic Money, which ſooner or later reverted to the 
Public; and however inconvenient or unwarranta- 
ble that Expence was, yet ſtill this Circulation pre- 
vented public M. ſery from being felt, 

In this Seſſion the famous Bill againſt drinking 
Spirituous Liquers paſs'd, which gave our Patriot 
and his Friends an Opportunity ot expoling to the 
Houſe the Iniquity of the Mealure of giving the 
Crown 70,000 J. additional Revenue, in lieu of 
the Sum which it is ſaid the Revenue muſt ſuffer, 
in caſe the ſaid Bill ſhould take Place, Tho? this was 
demonſtrated to be a tallacious Pretext, as plainly 
as the Power of Figures could, yet the Reſolution 
paſs'd. But with what Conſiſtency can we ſee the 
very ſame Men, who objected to this Improve- 
ment of the Revenue, now that the Cauſe actually 
has cealed from which the Deficiency happened, 
continue the ſame Sum, nay, augment the Perqui- 
ſites ariſing to the Crown from the drinking of theſe 
pernicious Liquors ? 

I ſhall not detain my Reader with any Account 
of what paſs'd the remaining Part of this Seſſion, 
ſince nothing that came betore the Party in their 
political Capacity, is of fo great Importance as to 
admit of a Repetition. But ſtil] the fame flaming 
Zeal for the Intereſts of the Country, appeared in 
all they did or ſaid : There was ſtill the fame Spirit 
of Oppoſition to every Meaſure, which, ſince they 

; Q 2 them- 
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themſelves have got into Power, they have ſo 2. 
vowedly and ſo ſnameleſsly purſued: There is one 
Thing indeed which I can't help again taking No- 
tice of, which is, that Mr. ** took no Concern 
in all the Debate and Struggle which happened by 
the Bill brought in, to inflict Pains and Penalties 
vpon the Chief Magiſtrate of Edinburgh, for the 
Part he acted in the Riot, in which Porteous, a 
Captain of the City Guard there, was hanged. This 
Porteous was a looſe Fellow, who had put to 
Death in cold Blood ſeveral innocent People who 


had been preſent at an Execution, where a few 


Brick bats had been thrown at the Hangman; and 
he was condemned by the Laws of that Country, 
after a fair Tryal, to be hanged for his Offence. 
While he was under Sentence of Death a Re- 
prieve was ordered, but the Mob took it upon 
themleives to be the Miniſters of Juſtice, which 
they accorcingly, notwithſtanding the Pardon, put 
in Execution in a very reſolute Manner. As this 
was looked upon to be a Contempt, not only of 
her Majeſty's Authority, who was then Regent and 
had granted the Repricve, but an Inſult upon the 
Military Forces which then lay near that City, the 
City ittelt was attacked in the Perſon of its Ma- 
giſtracy, and threatened 10 be disfranchiſed for not 
endeavouring to put a Stop to the Riot. The 
Gentlemen of that Country (all excepting one Mi- 
litary Man) united in Defence of their Country- 
men, without any Regard to the M Inter- 
poſition; and Numbers left the Court, which was 
very ſanguine in the Matter, upon this Occaſion. 
In ſhort, after a long and tedious hearing of Wit- 
neſſes on all Sides, it was found to be a very ſcan- 
dalous Perſecution on the Part of the M 
and he was within a Hair's Breadth of loſing the 
Queſtion entirely. For the Bill in the firit Place was 
garbl:d of its moſt important and ſevere Penalties, 
4s it had been ſent down from the Houle of EY 
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and when it came to be committed, it eſcaped 
throwing out but by the ſingle Voice of the 
——f# of the 'C--—— ee. Thus it is evident had 
our Patriot beſtirred himſelf in the leaſt, the M 
Ar Wight have received at that very Time a con- 
fiderable Blow; ſince his loſing that Queſtion would 
undoubtedly have given Spirit to 'the 1 
aud have fixed many who were intimidated, either 
by Numbers or the Fear of his Power, to have 
joined with the Country Party. But during the 
whole of that Affair, while it was in Dependence 
before the Houſe, which it was for near a Month, 
Mr. *, tho” in Town and in Health, never 
thought fit to take any Part, or to give any Coun- 
tenance to his Friends, who had thus without him 
brought that favourite Bill almoſt to an abſolute 
Negative. What his Motives for this Conduct 
might be is {till a Secret: But I ſhould be unwilling 
to believe, that he either was in Concert with the 
Mr. or ſo implacably his Enemy, that he 
was ſorry that the Bill, as ſent down with all its 
Clauſes of Severity, did not paſs z becauſe it might 
have ptovoked that People to have had Recourſe 
to violent Meaſures for their own Redreſs. 

In the Debate about the Army, in the fourth Seſ- 
ſion of this Parliament, onr Patriot diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf with peculiar Vehemence. He ſaid, That 
ik the Army were reduced, we ſhould ſoon ſee the 
Public Debts decreaſe, the Diſſatisfaction of the 
People ſubſide, and the Diſtinctions of Parties a- 
boliſhed. We ſhall then, continued be, have no 
Need of a Standing Army, becauſe there will be 
then no Neceſſity of ruling by a Party; for that 
Party amongſt us, which oppoſes thoſe good Ends, 
becomes a Faction let its Majoaity be ever ſo 
great”. CNRS 
2 5 this was the avowed Principle of the Gentle- 
men of er at that Lime, he met with 
great Applauſe from this Piſtinction, which is un- 
3 doubtedly 
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doubtedly a right one. But with what Amazement 
will Poſterity look upon the Scene which was 
tranſacted upon the Change of Affairs, when this 
Gentleman and his Friends came into Power. 
It was then that the ruling by a Party became a 
profeſs*'d Principle in Government, and an Exclu- 
ſion was given to every Gentleman who had the 
Merit of thinking, that all Party-Diſtinctions and 
Animolities ought to be aboliſhed. This was the 
avowed Plan of the Compromiſe made by our Pa- 
triot and his Friends with that Party, which they 
had ſo long repreſented as a Faction, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe it ſeemed to adopt thoſe Prin- 
ciples which they took now Care to put in Prac- 
tice in their moſt extenſive Senſe, by cramping the 
Execution of all public Poſts and Honours within 
the narrow Bounds of a Party; and thereby put- 
ting an odious Mark of Diſtin&tion upon all who 
had the Honour to adhere to their former Princi- 
ples. But we find how far the Farce of Oppoſi- 
tion was puſhed by this Gentleman in the follow- 
ing, cable Quotation from the ſame Speech. 
© I have heard, Sir, /aid he, many invidious In- 
ſinuations and Reflections thrown out againſt a cer- 
tain Oppoſition that I could name; and 1 hear a 
great Talk without Doors about Reconciliation, 
(meaning betwixt his M. and his R. H.) Sir, I 
know not any Reconciiiation I would wiſh to ſee 
except one; others I never to deſire to ſee, unleſs 
they have public Liberty for a Baſis. And, Sir, 
I think an Oppoſition upon the Principles of Vir- 
tue the only Security this Country can have againſt 
all Miniſters whatſoever, and I here openly profeſs 
my Determination always to join in ſuch an Oppo- 
tion, 

8 How well he has acted up to this Profeſſion, 
and to thoſe Principles, let his After-Condu&t de- 
clare. But let us now examine a little into the 

litical Creed of thoſe Gentlemen ſince that T _ 
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that the Reader may have again an Opportunity of 
comparing the Conſiſtency of the Conduct: For 
this Purpoſe I ſhall take the Liberty of pointing out 
a few Paſſages in the Pamphlet, I have ſo often had 
under Conſideration, and ſubmit them likewiſe to 
the Reader's Judgment. I muſt however in this 
Place obviate one Objection which may poſſibly be 
made on the Part of the Honourable Perſons con- 
cerned, viz. That it cannot be proved that they are 
concerned in the Publication of this wicked Piece. 
To this I anſwer, Firſt, That the Public, by the 
Reception they gave it, and the Treatment it met 
with from all Kinds of Readers, unanimouſly fix'd 
upon it as a profeſs'd Vindication of the Pany, 
which rendered it not at all beneath the H ble 
Perſons (even new acquired) Dignities to have diſ- 
owned, under their Hands, all Knowledge of, and 
Connivance at ſuch a Piece. Had this been a Mat- 
ter of private Suſpicion, or an idle Whiſper, it 
would have been pechaps unbecoming their Cha- 
racters to have ſtoop'd lo far as to have given any 
public Declaration of that Kind ; but as it has been 
fix'd upon them by the Voice of the whole Nation, 
of which we can with no Conſiſtence of Reaſoning 
think them ignorant, their not diſclaiming it is a 
plain Intimation of the Juſtice of the Charge. In the 
ſecond Place, the Apology for their Conduct, con- 
tained in this infamous Piece, however aukwardly, 
ridiculouſly, and ſtupidly managed, upon what 

wicked Principles and miſrepreſented Facts it reſts, 
is evidently the whole and the true Defence which 
they have to make againſt the Charge, which has 
been ſo often and fo warmly preſs'd againſt them. 
This is evident from the Facts which are. known to 
the whole Nation, from the Tenor of their Con- 
duct ſince they came into Power, and from their 
own Speeches and Declarations, both in public and 
private: Therefore, as this huge Pamphlet ſo ex- 
actly tallies with all theſe, and as the Public has 


never 
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never yet had any other V indication of the Meaſures 
which thoſe Gentlemen have purſued, or the Incon- 
ſiſtency with which they have acted, there is al] 
the Reaſon in the World for —_— it for granted, 

that this ls eter ſpeaks the Senſe of the Party, 
and that it is looked upon by them ro be their true 
and genuine Vindication. But laſtly, the aukward 
Attempt to throw the Knowledge, or at leaſt the 
Writing of this voluminous Production, from off the 
Shoulders of a certain R t H ble P——n, 
is next to a Proof, that the Public is not miſtaken 
when it looks upon this Pamphlet to be the Vindi- 
cation and Senſe of the Party. For either the Per- 
ſon who publiſhed the Advertiſement diſowning it, 
did or did not hope, that ſuch an Advertiſement 
would have its deſired Effect: If he did hope it, 
why did he not put his Name to it? Why did he 
not put it out of all Doubt, that he deſired not to 
be thought the Patron or Author of it? Why did 
be not give his Friends an Opportunity of ſaying 
flatly to any one who ſuppoſed him to be either, 
that he had Wrong done him: Inſtead of this there 
is a blind Advertiſement, ſigned by nobody, and 
adareſs'd to nobody: If the e diſclaimed has 
any Effect to the Credit of the Party, then ſay they, 
this Advertiſement came from the other Side to de- 
ſtroy the Weight that it ought to carry with it, by 
weakening or rendering uncertain the Authority it 
came from: If on the other Hand, as has really 
happened, this bold Attack upon the common 
Senſe of Mankind, this infamous Diſavowal of all 
the Principles of Virtue and public Spirit, ſhould 
meet with the Contempt, and raile the Deteſtation 
it deſerves ; then, ſay they, we are free of the 
Charge of being igs Authors; we had no Hand in 
uſhering it into the World, and we are not ac- 
countable for any Thing contained in it. But to 
ſum up the whole of this Affair. If the R-—t 


H ——ble P-——n, who is the Subject of our pre- 
lent 


( 121 ) 

ſent Review, really was the Author of the Adver- 
tiſement I have taken Notice of, why did he not 
diſown the execrable Principles contained in this 
Production ? Why did he not publickly d ſavow the 
bale, notorious, ſcandalous, falſe Facts advanced 
in ic? Why did he not give the World to under- 
{tand that he deteſted the Contents of it; and that 
the Author, whoever he was, is a medling, poſi- 
tive, pragmatical, political Fool ? Whereas, by only 
blindly diſavowing being the Author, he leaves 
the Public at Liberty to fix upon him an Appro- 
bation of all. the villainous Doctrine. Now ut is 
nothing to the Public who was the Author; whe- 
ther it was wrote by an I - or a B—-/þ No- 
bleman; Whether by a Would-be-Lord, or a real 
One; it 1s ſufficient for us to believe, that where 
there is no public Diſavowal, when there is a pub- 
lic Charge, (which has been fixed by the Right 
H -- ble P —-n himſelf by the Publication of 
the Advertiſement, if he really did publiſh it) the 
Doctrine and the Contents of the Pampalet are 
adopted and defended by the Perſon ſuſpected; 
ſince, where he had ſo fair an Te of diſ- 
claiming both, he has neglected to do it. For theſe 
and other Reaſons, I am warranted to look upon 
this Performance as the only, the beſt, and the 
moſt authentick Detence of the new A n. 


Let us then examine how ſteadily our Patriot and 


his Friends perſevered in his Reſolutions of con- 
tinuing in the Oppolition : For this Parpoſe I ſhall 
give an Extract of the Speech, which, according to 
this Author, was pronounced by Mr. ““ himſelf at 
the Fountain Tavern, and which I mult do the Ju- 
ſtice to own, is pretty much the Subſtance of what 
was then delivered. | 

* As to taking the Management, ſaid he, of 


this Affair (viz. the Change of the A a) 
© into their own Hands, the Overtures having been 
2 9 made 
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made to them, it was their Duty, and it would 
have been the Duty of any Man to whom they 
had been made, to have uſed his beſt Abilities 
to have brought about a happy Settlement, after 
the Diviſions by which this Country had been fo 
long torn, and which could no longer ſubſiſt 
without the utter Ruin of the Intereſts of this 
Nation Abroad, and the Danger of fatal Diſtur- 
bances at Home: That the ſuperficial Vulgar 
might imagine it a more proper and equitable 
Way to refer this Settlement to the Deciſion of 
the whole Party; but that no Man of tolerable 
Underitanding or Experience could cheriſh an 
Idea ſo impracticable and abſurd : That Govern- 
ment was not yet reduced to ſuch a Point, as to 
ſurrender at Difcretion, eſpecially to ſuch an Ene- 
my who had dec ared publickly they would give 
no Quarter: That Government neither would, 
could, nor 6ught to be taken by Storm; and that 
it behoved Gentlemen to conſider what muſt in- 
evitably.be the Conſequence of ſuch an Attempt. 
As to the partial Diſtribution of Employments to 
the Whigs, that as far as their Intereſt ſhould 
hereafter extend, they would uſe it faithfully to 
his Majeſty, and their Country, by recommend- 
ing ſuch to ſerve him, whoſe Principles they 
knew had been miſrepreſented, and who were 
true to his Family, let their Appellations be what 
they would. In fine, they begg'd of them to 
conſider how falſe a Step they had already made, 
and that this paſſionate and groundleſs Diviſion 
would infallibly give new Courage to the Party 
they had juſt ſubdued.” 

Thus we ſce that Oppoſition, in which this Gen- 


tleman determined immortally to perſevere, becomes 
a deſperate and a wicked Step, as ſoon as his 
Friends and he were to be oppoſed. But to quote 
every Page of this execrable Pamphlet, which is 
repugnant to, and inconſiſtent with the Principles 
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of the former Oppoſition, would be to fill theſe 
Pages with an uſeleſs tedious Repetition of the 
groſſeſt Abſurdities, Lies, and Contradictions. 
However, that we may lay open as much of this 
Maſs of fœtid Rottenneſs as the Public can uti 
bear, without the Air being infected with ſuch an 
abandoned Sink of Corruption, I will take the Li- 
berty to purſue my Review of forme other Decla- 
rations to the ſame Pur poſe as thoſe I have alrea- 
dy taken Notice of. | 

The penetrating Author of Fain Deleted has 
laid it down as an indiſputable Truth, That the 
Grand Criterion of the Whigs, is to oppoſe the 
Growth of the Power of France; and of the To- 
© ries, to advance the Intereſts of that Power.“ 
Tho? it does not ſo very properly come within the 
Compaſs of my preſent Undertaking, as I had firſt 
ſchemed it, to examine this Doctrine, which a- 
mounts to no leſs than a ſpitting in the Face of the 
Public; yet as it has been long bandy'd about 
amongſt our Patriot and his Friends, and has ſince 
been avowed in Print, as the beſt (nor could there 
indeed be any other) Excuſe for the wretched De- 
fection which our M——--s have made from all 
their former Principles; I ſay, ſince this is the Caſe, 
I ſhall beſtow a few Lines in examining this Pro- 
polition. 

In the firſt Place, then, our Author ought to 
have made a fair Review of all the Steps taken by 
the Tories for advancing, and by the Whigs for 
pulling down the Power of France. This might 
have been eaſily done by collecting a few Facts 
which have paſt, during the Sitting of thoſe Parlia- 
ments, which are commonly diſtinguiſhed by the 
Names of Hhig and Tory Parliaments, Inſtead of 
this, he tells us a Story of a Cock and a Bull, 
That the Republicans and the Whigs always 
s voted together; but that the former, unleſs in 
R 2 Times 
* P. 5. | 
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© Times of extreme and rare Neceſſity, were de- 
« ſerted conſtantly by their Auxiliaries the Whigs, 
© before they could bring their Scheme to any ma- 
ture Effect.“ This Paſſage, by-the-bye, is of that 
frothy unmeaning Kind, which is generally diſt in- 
guiſhed by the Appellation of Nonſenſe, How- 
ever, we ſhall for once ſuppoſe that our Author 
had a Meaning, and that he wanted to tell us, That 
the Whigs and Republicans were in King William's 
Time link'd together, but that the Whigs never 
would conſent to a Republican Form of Govern- 
ment, I thould be glad to know how our Author 
came by this Anecdote. I will venture to ſay, that 
he had it not from any Hiſtory of the Times, nor 
any political Tract of any Authority now extant; 
and I believe I could affirm, that he cannot have it 
of his own Knowledge. For whoever is the Au- 
thor, be hea B--/ or an [—b Nableman, he 
could not have any perlonal Opportunity of obſer- 
ving the Conduct of the Tories in thoſe Days. But 
as this is the weak frivolous Hinge, upon which the 
whole of this putrid Lump of M-—--- | Rhetoric 
reſts, I muſt, in order to expoſe it, effectually pur 
the Author in Mind, that no Man in Ezgland be- 
ſides himlclt, I believe, ever looked upon the Di- 
ſtinction betwixt Tory and Whig, in the Light he 
docs. The advancing or not advancing the Inte; 
tereſts of Fance, never was once hinted at, 1s a Cri- 
terion of either Party. Nay, I will go ſo far as to 
ſay, that the Tories have done greater Things a- 
gainſt France, than the Whigs have ever done. 
Not that the latter wanted Good- Will, but it ſo 
happrned, that they had not the ſame Opportuni- 
ties. Is it not notorious, that the Grand Allliance, 
which was formed for reducing the Power of France, 
was farmed by King William, by Advice of a Tory 
Adminiſtration, and the Approbation of a Tory 
Parliament? Is it not notorious, that the Treaty 
pf Partition was broken by a Tory Parliament, 

has: „ which 
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which laid the Foundation of the great War which 
ſucceeded ? Is it not notorious, that it was by the A.- 
ſiſtance and Advice of a Tory Adminiſtration and 
Parliament, that Queen Anne went into the vigo- 
rous Meaſures againſt France in the beginning of 
her Reign? Was not the Duke of Mar/borough, 
when he was put at the Head of the Britiþ Armies, 


a Tory? Was he not obnoxious to the Whigs on - 


chat Account, and were not almoſt all the Miniſters 
of that Time Tories? Did not the Parliament then, 
tho? perhaps as Tory a Parliament as we ever had, 
enter into the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions and Addreſſes, 
againſt France? Did not the Queen herſelf, by their 
Advice, act with a Spirit which reduced that Power 
to the loweſt Ebb? All therefore that this execra- 
ble Author can produce to juſtify his filly Charge, 
is the Peace of Utrecht ; for I will venture to ſay, 
before that, that there was not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
one Party's favouring France more than another; 
and all the Emulation on that Head was, how to 
expreſs their Zeal in the ſtrongeſt Terms againſt 
Fraice. But it is well known, that when the 
Peace of Utrechi was made, there was not the leaſt 
Conſideration pretended in Favour of France, All 
the Arguments urged for it were drawn from the 
unequal Burthen which this Nation was obliged to 
bear in the War, by the Defects of the other Al- 
lies, who never furniſhed their Quota's : The Event 


of the Emperor's Death, which made the Union of 


the Imperial and the Spani/þ Crowns more ſormi- 
dable in the Perſon of the late Emperor, than that 
ot France and &cain, could prove in the Perſons of 
two Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon; and laſtly, 
the Inability of the Nation, now far gone in Debt, 
to ſupport the Expence of lengthening out the War. 
As to the Reaſons why this became the capital Di- 
ſtinction betwixt the two Parties, theſe were en- 
tirely perſonal. The Duke of Maribcrough found 


the Sweets of being at the Head of an Army which 


gave 
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gave him a dictatorial Power, and Opportunities 
of amaſſing Riches, beyond what any Subject of 
Great Britain ever amaſs'd in ſo ſhort a Time; and 
therefore he ſought to prolong his Command, as 
long as poſſible, which he could not when the War 
was ended, From this Principle the Enemy was 
attacked when they were ſtrongeſt, and conſequent- 
1y where they could longeſt hold out. The Tories, 
who were in earneſt about humbling France, ef- 
fectually diſliked this; and, without coming to any 
open Breach with the General, for a long Time 
their leading Men contented themſelves with ex- 
preſſing, in their private Capacities, their Diſlike 
of the Manner in which the War was carried on, 
and the Indulgencies ſhewn to the Allies, who left 
the great Burthen of the whole upon the Shoulders 
of Great Britain, who was leſs than any other 
Power concerned intereſted in the Event. The 
Duke of Mar/borough and his Frggds, who I be- 
lieve were likewiſe in earneſt about reducing France, 
provided they could get it done their own Way, 
rceived their Diſcontent which was ariſing, and 
therefore ſtruck in with the Whigs, who upon this 
Occaſion were glad of being fortified by ſo ſtrong 
a Support, as the Credit and Intereſt of ſo great a 
Man, made it theCriterion of their Party to ſupport 
the Duke of Aariborough in his Scheme of redu- 
cing France, This rendered it neceſſary for the 
other Party to ſupport their Scheme; and, rather 
than carry on the War in ſuch a Manner as might 
undo the Nation for raiſing a few private Men, to 
make Peace, This Incident, the Conſequences of 
which were never intended ta reach farther than the 
articular Juncture in which it happened, firſt gave 
Pic: to thoſe wicked Diſtinctions which have been 
ſince ſo well improved to keep up a Spirit of Pat- 
ty, and which it was the profeſs'd Deſign of the 
late Oppoſition to remove. For this Purpoſe, and 
to ſhew the wicked Views of thoſe who 2 
voure 
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vovred to perpetuate our unhappy Diviſions, the 
late Oppoſition, which was compoſed principally 
of Tories, took every Opportunity of heartily and 
earneſtly recommending the depreſſing the Power 
of France; and a very great Pen, in Conjunction 
with our Patriot, in a Series of Papers, laboured 
to prove, that a firm Coalition of all Parties was 
the only Way to ſecure the Liberties of Great Bri- 
tain ; that ſuch a Coalition already in a great Mea- 
ſure {ubſiſted, and that all the Difference now a- 
mongſt Parties conſiſted entirely in Diſtinctions, 
which either were not well underſtood, or induſtri- 
ouſly kept up for the worſt of Purpoſes. In this 
they had ſo good Succeſs, that the People already 
began to lay aſide all other Diſtinctions, beſides 
that of Court and Country; and in Conſequence of 
all this, our Patriot, in the ſame Speech I laſt quo- 
ted, took Notice, that, As the Diſtin&tion betwixt 
Whigs and Tories is now in Effect aboliſhed, I 
hope ſoon to ſee the People know no other .Deno- 
minations of Party amongſt us, beſides thoſe of 
Court and Country, The Honourable Gentleman 
(meaning the M r who had juſt done ſpeak- 
ing) talks of the Eſtabliſhment, the Government, 
and the Adminiſtration ; but, Sir, I know of no 
Eſtabliſhment, I know of no Government, I know 
of no Adminiſtration that ought to be kept up, but 
for the Preſervation of the Liberties of the People: 
For it is not Two-pence Matter to me whether the 
Prince's Name, under whom I am to be enſlaved, 
is Thomas, James, or Richard; IT am ſure I ſhall 
never be a Slave under George,” : 
From this Quotation the Reader will eaſily con - 
ceive the Principles of the then Oppoſition. This 
was the Senſe of the Party at that Time; and it 
was upon this Foundation that the Coalition for 
which our Patriot, and his noble Friend who was 
the Author of The Diſſertation upon Parties, ſo ear- 
neſtly recommended it to the Public. He will ſee 
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here, that the main Queſtion betwixt the Court and 
the Country, or the Oppoſition and the Miniſtry, 
was not, whether France ſhould be weakened, or 
ſtrengthened z nor whether the Houſe of Auſtria 
was lupported or not: Theſe Queſtions were never 
looked upon as any other than ſecondary to the 
great End of procuring to the People a ſtrong and 
a ſufficient conſtitutional Guard againſt the Influ- 
ence of Power, which was of late much increaſed, 
that it threatened the Subverſioh of public Liberty. 
The Forearance we ſhew*d to France, and the 
Coldnets we diſcovered tor the Intereſts of the Em- 
peror, were indeed much complained of, as was the 
whole of our Conduct in foreign Affairs; but it 
was {till underſtood by all the Nation, that this 
proceeded from the Fear which the Miniſter was 
under, of acting with Vigour, either as a Friend 
or an Enemy, leſt his engaging in a War ſhould 
ſhake him in his domeſtic Power. It never was 
underſtood, as it a Change of our Adminiſtration 
of foreign Affairs, would effect any Change in what 
the People ſo much wanted and expected; I mean 
in the corrupt Exerciſe of Power, and the Abuſe 
of an immenſe public Revenue: But it was ſtill un- 
der ſtood, that as foon as this was effected, the other 
would follow of courſe; fince we knew that the 
Miniſter had no other Reaſon for his meanly truck- 
ling to France, but to ſecure his own Power. It 
was extremely indifferent to the People in what 
Manner we ſtood with regard to foreign Affairs, 
as long as the great Points, which they had been ſo 
long ſtruggling for, were not effected; and they 
were fure that as ſoon as they were carried; what- 
ever Miniſtry ſhould come in would, for their own 
Sakes, make themſelves independent of all foreign 
Conſiderations, and act with a due Regard to the 
Honour of their Country ; becauſe they could have 
no View in doing otherwiſe, but what mult be im- 
mediate Ruin to themſelves, 
| Theſe 
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Theſe Conſiderations, which are ſtrengthen'd b 
the Writings of the Party in thoſe Days, are, 
hope, ſufficient ro convince the Public, with how 
abandon'd, how ſcandalous a View, the Pamphlet 
I have been examining was wrote. It will ſhew 
them, that there is no Doctrine ſo infamous, no 
Fact; ſo falſe, which the Author, the Patrons, and 
the Protectors of it, will ſtick at in order to delude 
the Pcople into a tolerable Qpinion of their Con- 
duct. But tho? theſe Reflections were not to fall 
from any Pen, I believe there is no Man in England 
who had ever the leaſt Opportunity of eonverſing 
in Public far the twenty Years immediately prece- 
ding the late Change of the A n, who does 
not remember, that every Profeſſion, every Queſ- 
tion, every Action of the Party had a Tendency di- 
rectly oppoſite to what this deteſtable Pamphleteer 
attempts to inſinuate. But nothing can raiſe ſo 
juſt a Deteſtation of him as his own Words. * | 
Our Condition, /ays he, (meaning in the Time 
of the late Miniſter) inſenfibly grew very deſpe- 
rate both at Home and Abroad ; and yet the 
People feemd inſenſible of this to ſuch a Degree, 
and made ſo conſtant a Choice of thoſe he re- 
commended, that moſt Men thought their Spi- 
rit greatly N and broken, and that it was 
neceſſary to rouſe them from the Lethargy they 
ſeem'd to be in. This honeſt Apprehenſion 
made them not afrajd to animate the People by 
Diſcourſes of a Republican Turn: The Liber- 
ties of Europe were upon the Brink of irretrieva- 
ble Ruin ; and if thoſe were laſt, the Liberties 
of Britain could not ſtand. Any Means that 
were not more dangerous than immediate Ruin 
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Change: The Means they uſed, far from ſeem- 
ing dangerous, appeared ſafe to them, and to 
J have a Tendency to bend the People from that 

- 2 8 * Piles 
Pag. 127, 128. 


were thought lawful to be uſed to effect this 
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Pile, which, upon all our late Diforders, had ap- 
peared to caſt dangerouſly another Way.—But 
their Zeal undoubtedly hurried them too far in 
this Reſpect. We have ſpoken freely of the Faults 
and Errors of the late Miniſter ; we ſhall not ſcru- 
ple to ſpeak with the ſame Freedom of the Op- 
poſition to him. This was at leaſt an Error, if 
not a Fault in them; and the Public at this Hour 
feels its bad Effects. For the People have taken 
* that which was the Means, to be the End and 
View of the Oppoſition.' 

Can the worſt, the moſt erpbitter'd Foe of 
our preſent M--—rs fay worſe againſt them 
than what is imply'd in this infamous Apology 
for their Conduct? Or can the loweſt Drudge of 
Faction, writing for or againſt any Point, as he is 
hired or paid, more palpably contradict all he has 
ſaid before, than this Author does the whole ef his 
frothy Performance? In effect, he owns, that the 
Extremes of Jhig and Tory end in Republican and 
Jacobite. The Republicans, ſays be, who are 
the Leaders of the Vbig Faction, are in this 
Country little more than //higs over-heated by 
Oppreſſion and an extravagant Abuſe of Power.“ 
Now I believe every Man of common Senſe un- 
derſtands by a Republican, one who in his Princi- 
ples is for the Government being in the Form of a 
Commonwealth. If ſo, does not this as neceſſa- 
rily imply an Abolicion of the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Houſe of anover, as Facobitiſin it- 
ſelf does? Nay, does it not imply a much wi- 
der and more thorough Alteration of all the Sy1- 
tem of our Conſtitution, both Civil and Eccleſiaſ- 
tical, than can be effected by any Change of Ga- 
vernors, if the Government continues to be monar- 
chical ? Therefore, is there not all the Reaſon in 
theWorld to be as much on our Guard againſt, and 
as much to deteſt a Republican as even a Jaca- 
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bite? But to ſet this aukward Apology in its true 
Light; let us ſuppoſe that the Perſons who were 
ſtrongly, by their Manner and Diſcourſe, ſuſpect- 
ed of Jacobiriſm, had been taken into the A--——-n 
upon the late Alteration z and that they had pur- 
ſued the very ſame Conduct with our preſent moſt 
upright M ——y , would not, mutatis mutandis, 
the very ſame Apovgy have done extremely well 
for the Jacobites? Might not the Apologiſt ſay, 
that even Jacobitiſm is a Means that is leſs dangerous 
than immediate Ruin, That therefore it is lawful 
to be uſed to turn out a Miniſter ;, ſince, far from 
ſeeming dangerous to them, it appeared ſafe, and to 
have a Tendency to bend the People from that Pile 
which caſt dangerouſly another Way! 

Is not an Apology of this kind branding all Op- 
poſition, and the Leaders of the late Oppoſition, 
if thoſe who have got into Power were Leaders of 
it, with the molt odious of Appellations ? Ef 
cially ſince, as our Author obſerves, * It is very dif. 
ficult for the Generality of Men to diſtinguiſh of 
* what Species Oppoſition may be; for both the 
* Republican Principles and the Jacobite Views be- 
ing long ſince ſufficiently detected, and being 
therefore both become deteſtable to all honeſt 
Men, both the one and the other are extremely 
careful not co avow their reſpective Purſuits.” 
And yet our conſiſtent Author tells us, towards the 
latter End of his Performance, that his Friends did 
avow their Purſuits, for they were not afraid to ani- 
mate the People by Diſcourſes of a Republican Turn. 
But it is no Wonder, if, conſidering the Length 
and the Confuſion of the whole Pertormance, the 
Author forgot, when he drew towards the Enel, 
what he had ſaid in the Beginning. I cannot 0 
better than cloſe theſe Remarks with another Ex 
tract from the ſame Speech of our Patriot upo 
Standing Armies. yy Eſtabliſhment, ſaid bc. 
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of the Crown in his Majeſty's Perſon and Family, 
can only be fecured by our ſecuring the Rights of 
the People. This, Sir, is the Charter by which 
his Majeſty holds his Crown; and whoever ſepa- 
rates the Intereſts of the People from thoſe of the 
Eſtabliſhment, muſt be either ignorant of our Con- 
ſtitution, or a Fraitor equally to his Prince and his 
Country. For this Realon, Sir, it is evident to me, 
that if the Pretender had an Agent in his Majeſty's 
Councils, or in this Houſe, that Agent would em- 
ploy all the Force of his Tongue and Lungs, he 
would even out-vote a Miniſter, and out-ſpeech a 
Placeman, in his Zeal for this Reſolution: Nor 
could there be a more effectual Way thought of to 
promote that Perſon's Intereſt, than our agreeing 
to bridle the Kingdom with 18,000 Men.” 

Having now, I hope, fufficiently demonſtrated 
the Inconſiſtency of the Conduct of our Patriot and 
his Friends, and the Inſufficiency, Weakneſs, and 
Wickednelis of this aukwardApologiſt, down to the 
Time of the Conteſts with Spain, we ſhall now 
8 to that Period which firſt began to embar- 

aſs the Miniſter with Difficulties, which were inſur- 
mountable, thro* the great Stiffneſs of the Spaniſh 
Court, which wou'd not ſtoop ſo far from the 
Haughtineſs of its own Demeanour, as to tempo- 
rize a little with him, till he could get the Parlia- 
ment to approve of certain previous Steps, which 
might make the moſt ſcandalous Peace go down. 

The firſt Point, according to our Author, which 
the Nation expected ſhould have been done in this 
Affair, after the manifold Injuries we had received 
from Spain, was, * The diſclaiming all Right to 
* ſearchour Ships in the American Seas, under Pre- 
© tence of their carrying en a contraband and an illi- 
© cit Trade: Now, continues he, as there neither 
© ever was, nor is, any Treaty ſubſiſting between 
© the two Nations, whick either ſpecifies, intimates, 


® OC 


Pag. 28. 


( 133) 
© or ſuppoſes any ſuch Things as contraband 
Goods; and as, if the Pretence ſhould be allow- 
ed of an illicit Trade, our Ships muſt be expo- 
ſed to be rummag'd and confiſcated by the Spaniſh 
« Veſſels ; this was abſolutely a Condition (ne qua 
non) without which we never could end our Dif- 
« ferences with that Nation.? 

The Author in the above Quotation has been 
guilty of an Error, which plainly diſcovers with 
how little Caution he writes; and if read by a Fo- 
reigner, who wou'd be at pains to look into the 
Treaties betwixt Spain and us, would make him en- 
tertain a very indifferent Idea of the Juſtice or Wiſ- 
dom of this Nation, He ought to have known 
that there is no Treaty now ſubſiſting betwixt us 
and Spain, but what does ſpecify, intimate, and ſup- 
poſe contraband Goods, but that thoſe Goods are 
ſpecify*d to ſignify the Proviſions of War which 
are intended for ſuccouring the Enemies of either of 
the contrafting Powers. Nay, the Treaties have 
been fo clear upon this Head, that they mention 
every Particular that can come under this Head, 
Therefore what our Author perhaps meant was, 
that there is no particular Species of illicit Trade 
expreſly provided againſt by the Treaties now ſub- 
ſifting betwixt us and Sain. This is in part true, 
but not as it is expreſs'd by our Apologiſt. By the 
Treaty of 1667, there is a Clauſe which ſpecifies 
the Nature of the illicit Trade betwixt Great Britain 
and Spain; but we are to remember, that this Trea- 
ty was made for the European as well as the A. 
merican Dominions of both Powers. But indeed 
in the American Treaty, which was concluded in 
1670, there is no mention made of illicit, tho? 
there is of a contraband Trade. The Reaſon of 
which is, that by an * Article of the laſt mention'd 
Treaty, all Trade betwixt the two Nations in Ame- 
rica is abſolutely prohibited: Therefore, while ſuch 
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a Prohibition ſubſiſted, it could never be preſumed, 
that there could be any Object of illicit Trade. I 
have thought proper to clear up our Author's Blun- 
der in this Reſpect, becauſe, as he profeſſes to 
write upon Facts, and to ſpeak the Senſe of the Gen- 
Yemen, who, to their immortal Honour, oppoſed 
the Convention, ſome ignorant or uninform'd Peo- 
ple may be drawn in to think that thoſe Gentlemen 
had maintained that Poſition. 

The Circumſtances attending the Examination 
of this Affair in the Houſe of Commons, are too 
recent in every one's Memory to require any parti- 
cular Review here. I ſhall therefore confine my- 
ſelf to the Share which our Patriot and his Friends 
had in them, and the famous Meaſures which many 
Gentlemen in the Minority reſolved upon, when 
the Convention was approved of in Parliament. 

Our Differences with Spain were at that Time of 
ſuch a Nature, that the Queſtion was not about any 
particular Branch of Trade, or any Difference abour 
particular Rights; but affected the very Being of 
all our American Colonies, and conſequently the 
whole of the Trade of Great Britain, the principal, 
and-indeed, the only profitable Branch, of which 
was then our American Trade. The Merchants 
had long and ineftectually complained, till the 
Danger became ſo preſſing, that Mr. * * and his 
Friends found favourable Opportunities in the 
H ie of C s of making ſeveral very em- 
barraſſing Motions againſt the M -r, for ha- 
ving Papers laid before the Houſe, relating to our 
Negotiations with Spain. But all their Eloquence 
availed little againſt Numbers. The conſtitutional 
Principles upon which theſe Motions were made, 
are beſt learned from our Patriot's own Words: 
We have in this Kingdom, /ays he, ſeveral Coun- 
cils; we have a Privy Council, a Cabinet Coun- 
cil, and for ought I know, a more ſecret and lefs 
numerous Council till, by which the other two are 
| directed : 
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directed: But the Parliament is his Majeſty's great 
and chief Council. It is the Council which all Mi- 
niſters ought, both for their own Sakes and their 
Maſters, to adviſe his Majeſty to conſult with, 
upon every Affair of great Weight and Impor- 
tance.“ As theſe Reaſons for conſulting the Par- 
liament upon every important Step relating to Peace 
or War, are as well founded as the Conſtitution of 
Parliament itſelf, we may hope to ſee them ever 
prevail. But the Rights of Parliament don't ex- 
tend only to an Enquiry into the Fitneſs of Mea- 
ſures before they are undertaken, but to an A 
robation of them after they are executed: The 
Lone Part of the P——ry Rights ſeem to have 
been forgot by the Friends of our Patriot, ſince 
they became M rs. We have ſeen Meaſures 
of the greateſt Importance concerted and executed, 
without waiting for either the Advice or Approba- 
tion of P t, We have entered as Auxilia- 
ries, but acted as Principals, in a War of far great- 
er Importance than that with Spain. We have pro- 
voked the moſt powerful and the moſt dangerous 
Enemy this Nation has, beyond the Poſſibility of 
a Reconciliation; we have laviſhed in this Quarrel 
a third Part of all the current Coin in the King- 
dom; and all this without one Ally to embark 
with us in the ſame Cauſe, or the leaſt Proſpect ot 


bettering ourſelves in one Shilling, ſuppoſing every 


Thing to. be as ſucceſsful as our moſt ſanguine 
Wiſhes can ſuggeſt: All this, I ſay, has been 
done without conſulting the Parliament, at leaſt 
as to the Lengths that have been gone, ,and 
the offenſive Meaſures that have 'been 2 
Whether our Patriot and his Friends were in ear- 
neſt or not, with regard to the frequent Motions 
which they made for Papers, I cannot take upon 
me to ſay ; only I will venture to affirm, that it 
never came into their Heads to imagine that the 
Mr would agree to any ſuch Motions z nay, 
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J believe they thought that he muſt be a Fool and 


a Madman if he did ; ſince we have ſeen the like 


Motions, upon more important and urgent Emer- 
encies, ſet aſide, fince they themſelves came into 
Power. They by their Conduct haye ſet a Prece- 
dent for all cir oc Oppoſition, to leave no 
Queſtion unmoved for, which they think can di- 
ftreſs the A n, or put it under Difficul- 
tiesz no Matter with what Juſtice, or with what 
Proſpect of Succeſs, they may be attended. 
As the Rupture with Spain ſeemed now unavoi- 
dable, our Patriot brought in a Bill, for the more 
effetually ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of biz 
Majeſty's Subjects to America. This Bill was a Re- 
vival of a like Bill which paſsd in Queen Anne's 
Time; it was meant as an Encouragement to Sea- 
men, and to Adventurers and Privateers to N 
the Enemy by annoying their Ships, ſiezing u 
their Territories, and making Pele cents upon the 
Poſſeſſions; the Property of which when "aan 


was to be veſted by the Crown in the Adventu- 


rers. he = Party thought this Bill would preci- 
pang y into an unavoidable War, 
Parties 7270 great Addreſs; the one to puſh, 
and the other to ward it off. It was very late in 
the Seſſion, very few Members were in Town, and 
moſt of thoſe who were, were ſuch as were per- 
ſonally concerned in a Bill about the Coal Trade. 
This gave a Handle for a Piece of Parliamentary 
Jockyi on the Side of the Court, which our Pa- 
triot too l ſo very ill, that he flew out into ſome 
perſpnal Invectives againſt the M r, and ano- 
ther Honourable Me mber in a conſiderable Poſt 
under his Majeſty. Howeyer, at laſt, the Bill 
was brought in, and the M —— --r laid himſelf out, 
with all his Party, to oppoſe it in the moſt effectual 
Manner; that is, to drop it. For this Purpoſe 
almoſt all the young Gentlemen of his Party were 
engaged ro harangue againſt it in ſet Speeches, 


which 
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which they did, and were anſwered by our Patriot, 
and his Friends. As their Arguments are applica- 
ble to a great many different Exigencies of Govern- 
ment, belides that on which they were pronounced, 
we ſhall give an Extract of a few of them, which 
may be very fitly now applied againſt themſelves, 
But previous to this, I muſt give the Reader Parr 
of a Speech, made by the M—— r upon this 
Occaſion 3 becauſe a great deal of the ſubſequent 
Conduct of both Parties depended upon that Speech, 
and the Effects it had are far from being over even 
at this Day. | | 

© I know, Sir, how far Miniſters are accounta- 
ble for the Counſels they give their Sovereign, and 
how far this Houſe in former Times looked upon 
them as anſwerable for the Conduct of the Sove- 
reign; and I think, Sir, they ſhould be anfwera- 
ble.—' Tis but a mean Excuſe for a Miniſter, when 
any wrong Step is made in Government, that he is 
not accountable for the Events of Meaſures that 
never were adviſed by him, and in which he was 
over-ruled by his Superiors, I have always diſ- 
dained theſe mean Subterfuges; and with what Face 
can I again appear in this Houſe, if full and am- 
ple Satisfaction is not made us, or at leaſt, if we 
don't do our utmoſt to obtain it; either by fair and 


peaceable Pains, or by exerting all our Strength, 


in caſe a War becomes neceſſary? If my Country 
ſhould call me to an Account, I would very will- 
ingly take upon me the Blame of every Step that 
has been made by the Government, ſince I had the 
Honour to enter into the Adminiſtration. As to 
the common Notion of a Miniſter's being afraid to 
enter intoa War, I do not underſtand upon what 
it can be grounded. For my Part, I never could 
ſee any Cauſe, either from Reaſon or my own Ex- 
perience, to imagine that a Miniſter is not as fafe 
in Time of War, as in Time of Peace. Nay, 
Sir, if we are to judge by Reaſon alone, it is the 

T Intereſt 
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Intereſt of a Miniſter, conſcious of any Miſma- 
nagement, that there ſhould be a War ; becauſe by 
a War the Eycs of the Public are diverted from 
exumining into his Conduct; nor is he accountable 
for the bad Succels of a War, as he is for that of 
an Adminiſtration. 

* I remember, Sir, when I was a young Man, 
nothing, gave a greater Pleaſure than voting for a 
War with France; I thought it ſounded well, that 
it was Heroic, and for the Glory of my Coun- 
try. But, Sir, how fatal in ſome Reſpects have 
the Conlequences of that War, juſt and neceſſary 
as it was, been to Britain? I halle dreamt that at 
this Day we ſhould, by Means of that War, be 
groaning under ſuch a Load of Debts. I little 
dreamt, Sir, that the noble Reſolution the Parlia- 
ment then made was to coſt us ſo dear, or that we 
were to purchaſe our Glory at an Expence, which, 
after ſo many Years, would render it extremely 
1nconvenient for us to enter, even into the molt ne- 
ccſſary War, For which Reaſon, Sir, tho' I am 
as ablolutely bent upon a War as any Gentleman, 
if Satisfaction cannot be obtained by other Means, 
yet I think it would be very imprudent for this 
Houſe to take any Steps that may prevent the 
Concluſion of a fate and houourable Peace. This 
Bill, in the Views I now have of it, muſt be at- 
tended with that Effect; and tho?, as I ſaid before, 
I ſhall not give it my abſolute Negative, yet, 
Geatlemen muſt excuſe me, if it does not meet with 
my Concurrence, till I hear the Reaſons anſwered 
which I have advanced againlt it.“ 

I hope the Importance of the above Quotation 
will excuſe the Length of it: For it was upon this 
Speech that the Gentlemen of the Oppoſition pro- 
cecded to throw the whole Blame of the Conven- 
tion, and the puſilanimous Conduct of the War, 
upon the M—— —r. The Speech itſelf was too 
recent in the Minds of every Body, for him to de- 
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ny it; and his Words were ſo full, and ſo ſtrong, 
that he could not mince them. The honeſt Part 
of the Houſe conſidered this Declaration of his in 
two Lights; firſt, as a frank and fair Avowal that 
he was the firſt M———r ; and next, as an ex- 


an Enemy the juſt Rights of Great Britain, it was 
treaſonable; and that as the M —r had taken 
the whole upon himſelf, there were juſt Grounds 
from his own Words, for a Parliamentary Impeach- 
ment upon it. A great many of the honeſt Party 
in the Houſe were really for puſhing the M ——-r 
to Extremity, in order to ſatisfy the People, to fer 
a uſctul Example of Puniſhment, which might de- 
ter all future M ———s from the like Abuſe of 
Power : Therefore they thought that it was a 
mocking of public Juſtice, to addreſs his M—-y 
for removing him trom his Preſence and Councils, 
when there was ſo manifeſt Evidence for inflitinz 
| a much higher Cenſure. 


T 2 Thus 


E cellent Handle for calling him to an Account in 
a caſe of any Miſmanagements, either of the Peace, 
F or the War. Our Patriot and his Friends ſeem'd 
* to join in this Opinion, and both in Public and in 
e Private took all Opportunities of declaring, That as 
y the M r had taken the whole of the Manage- 
l ment of the Nation's Affairs upon his own Shoul- 
ders, and made himſelf anſwerable for the Succeſs 
e of every Meaſure, they would take Care his own 
1 Declaration ſhould condemn him. When the 
e Convention appeared, and proved to be the de- 
» teſted Thing it was, his own Words were repeated 
4 to him, and loud Proteſtations were made, That 
” his Inſolence never ſhould be forgiven; Thar his 
a Power was become too dangerous to be any longer 
> bonne with; That it had ſacrificed the Honour, 
3 the Intereſt, and the Independency of the Nation: 
G Nay, our Patriot, I think, went ſo far as to lay, 
- That as the Convention had in Effect given up to 
8 
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Thus the Oppoſition was divided betwixt thoſe 
who treaſured up this Declaration in their Minds, 
in order to make a proper Uſe of it when Occaſion 
preſented 3 and thoſe who made a great Noiſe 
about it at the Time, but were reſolved never to 
take any farther Notice of it. 
The next Seſſion of Parliament, however, opened 


with the deteſtable Convention, and a moſt plauſible 


arrogating Speech of the Miniſter recommending it. 
It was taken in Pieces by the Minority, and proved 
to be deſtructive of all our Trade and Intereſt. Mr. 
* ® was very copious upon this Head; but even then 
a great many of the cleareſt- headed and moſt ſenſible 
People began to ſee his Views. For ſome Gentle- 
wen in the Oppoſition were immediately, while the 
Spirit of the Nation was up, for founding an Im- 
peachment upon this Convention, which was of 
ſuch deſtructive Conſequences, that it might have 
been puſhed even into High Treaſon, The M— 
r's own Words, whereby he made himſelf an- 
ſwerable for the Conduct of every Thing, were re- 
cent in every Body's Memory; and it would have 
been next to impoſſible for him, either to have de- 


nied or explained them away. But this did not at 


at all ſuit with the Views of our Patriots, A Se- 
ceſſion was thought of. This Meaſure was agreed 
to as being a kind of a filent Proteſt. It carried 
with it the Appearance of a juſt and noble Way 
of Proceeding, and undoubtedly was the honeſteſt 
and wiſeſt Step that the Oppoſition, in the then 
Juncture of Affairs, could have thought of. But 
then it ought to be remembered, that our Patriot 
was in a Manner forced into it. It was propoſed 
and urged by the Gentlemen who have ated con- 
ſiſtently, and continued firm in the Oppoſition ; 
and nothing but the Dread he was under of ſeein 
himſelf abandoned through mere Diſtruſt, would 
have prevailed upon him to have agreed to it. At 
laſt it was reſolved upon, though by no Means una- 
nimouſly. 
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nimouſly. An eminent Patriot, who has ſince 
ſtept into the chief Place of the late M er. 
kept the Houſe, together with ſeveral of his 
Friends; and the M Party exulted migh- 
tily in the Folly and ineffectual Conſequences ot the 
Meaſure itſelf. Such of the Country Party who ſtay'd 
in the Houſe were very much inſulted for not follow- 
ing their Friends ; and ſome Threats were thrown 
out, as if the Law might conſtrue ſuch a Proceeding . 
into an Act of Treaſon, or at lealt Sedition. The Thing 
itſelf however, upon the whole, had ſeveral good 
Effects; it rendered the Miniſtry very cautious how 
they proceeded 3 nay, put them upon puſhing ſe- 
veral popular and beneficial Laws, during the Re- 
mainder of the Seſſion. The People without Doors 
were likewiſe alarmed to a great Degree ; but when 
they ſaw that the Numbers of the Seceders were ſo 
inconſiderable, and the Part) ſo much divided, 
ſome began to think that the whole was a Farce, 
and that their Intereſts had been betrayed. The 
M-—--] Party upon this treated the Seceders as 
a Pack of Runaways, and no Coſt or Pains were 
ſpared to expoſe them to the Contempt and Hatred 
of the Public. This Inſolence, on the Part of Pow- 
er, procured them a great many Friends, and a 
well-rimed Addreſs to the Pegple, in which our 
Patriot had a principal Hand, produced great Ef. 
- fefts in Favour of the Seceders. As this Piece way 
the Pamphlet of the Party, and is drawn up in the 
molt pathetic Terms, I can't help giving the Read- 
er a ſhort Extract or two out of it, that he may 
thereby have a farther Opportunity of comparing 
their former, with their preſent Sentiments, 

After enlarging upon the Fitneſs of a Place-Bill, 
and putting every Argument for it in the ſtrongeſt 
Light it admits of, he proceeds: «© The Ne- 
« ceſlity therefore of a Law for reſtraining the Num- 

* ber 
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ber of Place-Men that may ſit in Parliament, ap- 
« pearing thus obviouſly requiſite to our future Pre- 
ſervation, you may poſſibly ask me, how ſo 
great a Good may be procured through your In- 
© fluence, 

To this I anſwer, that if fully convinced of its 
© abſolute Neceſſity, you reſolve to contribute your 
« utmoft Efforts to obtain it, you cannot ſurely 
* fail in fo virtuous an Attempt. 

For not to repeat the Weight that your united 

Petitions would have on your Repreſentatives, or 

the Inſtructions which you have 20 a Right to 
give them, the Time will ſoon come when a new 

Parliament mult be choſen, and it will then be 

in your Power to make each Candidate's Aﬀec- 

tion to this moſt falutary Law a Teſt of his Me- 
rit, and how far he is worthy of the Truſt he ſo- 
licits. By theſe Means it will be poſſible, if it 
ſhould appear to be your general Sentiments, to 
compoſe a Majority of the next Parliament of 
fuch Gentlemen, as are honeſt enough, not only 
to acknowledge the Neceſſity of this Law, but 
alſo to exert their utmoſt Endeavours effectually 
to obtain it. 

Such were the Sentiments of our Patriot and his 
Friends, at that Tiche, with regard to a Place- 
Bill, which has met with ſo little Quarter from their 
Apologiſt, the Author of Fa#ion Detefied. The 
next Thing I fhall take Notice of in this Pam- 
phlet is, our Patriot's Calculation of the Revenue 
which is neceflary for fupporting the Dignity of this 
Government in Time ot Peace. Were our Debts 
paid, /s be, and our Affairs managed with pro- 
per OEconomy, the whole annual Expence, in 
Time of Peace, need not exceed 1,170,000 l. 
this Sum being eſteemed by the Whigs, at the 
End of the laſt War, fufficient for all the neceſ- 
«.fary Purpoſes of Government.“ To prove this 
Calculation, he refers us to a Pamphlet that ap- 
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peared in the Year 1712, ſuppoſed generally to be 
wrote by an intimate Friend of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole's ; where the neceſſary Expences are calculated 


thus, | 
The Civil Liſt, 700,000 l. 
Guards and Garrifons, $350,000 /. 
Ordinary of the Navy. 120,000 17. 

But I ſhould be glad to know of theſe Gentle- 
men, how the Nation can expect ever to be in this 
deſirable Situation, if ſhe {till continues, inſtead of 
paying off, to contract new Debts ; ang if this pa- 
thetic Addreſs was proper then, whether a much 
more pathetic one upon that Subject might not be 
equally proper now, 

The Seceſſion however ſtill continued, and in 
the Interval of the Seſſions of Parliament the Court 
thought proper to declare War againſt Spain, which 
gave our Patriots the faireſt Opportunity they could 
deſire of returning with Honour to their Duty in 
Parliament. Several vigorous Motiors were made: 
The Bill for the Encouragement of Trade in Ame- 
rica, which had been rejected before, was now 
again brought in; and offer many Alterations and 
Contractions, which many thought were given into 
too calily by our Patriot and his Friends, it paſs'd 
into a Law, In ſhort, this Seſſion was entirely 
ſpent in ſparring Blows betwixt the Oppoſition and 
the Miniſtry. Our Patriot and his Friends made 
uſe of a great deal of Parliamentary Jockeyſhip, 
and embarraſs'd the Adminiſtration ſo much, that 
they were obliged to drop a Bill for regiſtring the 
Number of Seamen ; which, if it had paſs'd, would 
have given a great Addition of Power and Influ- 
ence to the Crown. There is one particular Inci- 
dent which happened this Seſſion of Parliament, that 
I can't avoid taking Notice of in this Place, ſince 
it ſerves to prove how ineffectual ſome of the boaſt- 
ed Laws now in Being are for the Purpoſes to which 
they were intended. The Author of Fadlion De- 
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tefted, * in enumerating the ſeveral Advantages 
which attend the Act paſs'd in Queen Anne's Time, 
for the better Security of her Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government, and of the Succeſſion to the Crown 
of England in the Proteſtant Line, mentions, a- 
mongit other ſalutary Conſequences of this Act, 
That it is thereby provided, That from and afler 
| the Diſſolution of that Parliament, no Perſon who 
ſpall bave in his own Name, or in the Name of any 
Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for him, or for his Bene- 
fit, any 'new Office, or Place of Profit whatſoever 
under the Crown, which at any Time bereaſter ſhall 
be created or erefted, nor any Commiſſioner or Sub- 
Commiſſioner of Prizes, and Secretary or Receiver 


for the Prizes, any Comptroller of the Accounts of 


the Army, any Commiſſioner of Tranſports, any Com- 
miſfioner of the Sick and Wounded, any Agent for 
any Regiment, nor any Commiſſioner for Wine Li- 
cences, nor any Governor or Deputy Governor of any 
of the Plantations, nor any Commiſſioners of the 
Navy employed in any of the Out-Ports, nor any 
Perſon baving any Penſion from the Crown during 
Pleaſure, ſhall be elected, ſit, or vote as a Member 
of the Houſe of Commons, Now theſe Regulations 
and Proviſions, one would think, are very poſitive 
and expreſs; yet there was an Inſtance this Seſſion 
of Parliament, of a 4 Gentleman having a Seat in 
the Houſe, who then poſſeſs'd a Place, confeſſedly 
cteated ſince the Term preſcribed by this Act. A 
Motion was made by a noble Lord for ordering a 
new Writ for the Borough which this Gentleman 
ſerved for; and I do believe if the Motion had 
been ſupported with as much Vigour by our Pa- 
triot, as it was made with Spirit by the noble 
L d, it would have been carried; which muſt 


have given the Cauſe of the M -r a great 


Blow, as there were ſeveral other Motions to have 


been made of the ſame kind. But under Pretence 


that 
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that the Poſt of Secretary to the C—t of Aſ- 
ſ— nts for the Relief of poor Widows of Sea- 
Officers, was not fill'd up immediately by the Crown, 
(tho? it was admitted that the Crown nominated the 
Aſſiſtants themſclves,) the Motion was dropt by a 
great Majority. We ſhall not purſue our Review 
of this Seſſion any farther, it being fill'd with many 
Motions of Courſe, which the Minority made, arid 
which were as often ſet aſide by the other Party. 

The next Seſſion was open'd by a Speech from 
the Throne, which ſhew'd a good deal of Spirit; 
and the Minority ſtill continued to puſh for Papers 
and other Queſtions, which were till rejected by 
Numbers : But now it became an Article in the 
Political Creed of our Patriot and his Friends, that 
it was right to keep the Miniſtry ſtill alarm'd by 
frequent Motions, no Matter with what Proſpect 
of Succeſs ; becauſe the ſetting aſide ſuch Motions 
ſpread their Unpopularity and heighten'd the pub- 
lic Odium; and, on the other hand, to oppoſe 
whatever came from the M ; that they might 
prevent his doing any Thing that was popular. 

We now proceed to the laſt Effort in this Par- 
liament againſt the M r, I mean the famous 
Motion for removing him from his Majeſty's Pre- 
ſence and Councils for ever. A Mation of this 
kind had been long talk'd of and expected; but 
there happened great Differences in Opinion, as to 
the Manner in which it could be executed. Theſe 
may be divided principally into three Diviſions 3 
_ firſt, our Patriot, and his Friends who have ſince 
ſtept into Power upon the Wrecks of the M ——-r, 
confin'd their Views entirely to the having him re- 
mov'd out of his Poſts, and diſplac'd from that 
Influence and Rank he held in his Majeſty's Coun- 
cils. Thus they were for ſetting him gently down, 
and thereby keeping a Door open for the like En- 
joyment and Exerciſe of Power in their own Per- 
ſons, and ſetting a Precedent of Impunity, by ſuf- 
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fering the M r to ſpend the Remainder of 
his Time in a comfortable Retreat from the Fatigues 
of Power: The beſt Reward which the greateſt 
Patriot can hope for, after a whole Life ſpent in 
the Service of his Country, The next Difference 
of Opinions upon this Head, was that of thoſe who 
were in earneſt to have the M r brought to 
exemplary Juſtice, but were for beginning their 
Proceeding in this Manner; becauſe, faid they, if 
we can once remove him from his Poſts, and the 
Influence he has in the Government, it will be then 
eaſy to take other Steps, in order to bring him to 
a full and a fair Tryal : Therefore, continued they, 
the preſent Motion is to be look'd upon only as in- 
troductory of others of greater Conſequence, and is 
meant only to bring him down to ſuch a Level as 
that he may not over-top the Juſtice of his Coun- 
try. The laſt Claſs (I mean thoſe Gentlemen who 
were known under the Denomination of Tories, 
were for the Meaſure, ' but thought that it was both 
unjuſt and ineffectual for the Purpoſe propoſed. It 
was unjuſt, becauſe the Motion rended to inflict a 
Cenſure upon a Man before he had been regularly 
convicted as a Delinquent ; and they thought it in- 
effectual, becauſe, if it went no farther than a bare 
Removal, it was a Reward rather than a Puniſh- 
ment; and they knew'the Sentiments of the Gen- 
tienen who took the Head in this Affair too well 

to believe them in earneſt, f 
A grcat many Meetings and Conſultations were 
held how tv ſettle their Procedure, but without Ef- 
fect; for the Jaſt- mention'd Gentlemen were for a 
fair Impeachmem, as they never could be at a Loſs 
for Matter, when the Convention, together with 
the Declarations often repeated by the M——r in 
the Houſe, were remember*d. But this, not at all 
ſuiting with the Views of our Patriot and his Friends, 
they took a Reſolution to puſh it in the way of a 
Motion; upon the Preſumption that when it came 
: to 


66 
to an Iſſue the other Gentlemen would never deſert 
their old Friends : They were, however, deceiv'd. 
While the latter declar'd themſelves loudly for an 
Impeachment, but were againſt a Motion, Mr. * * 
and his Friends work'd upon the ſecond Claſs of 
Gentlemen I have mention'd, (and who were ſin- 
cere in their Profeſſions) ſo far, that they came into 
the Belief, that this Motion was. only intended as an 
introductory Step for compleating that Vengeance 
which Mr. “* had ſo often, and then but ſo lately 
denounc'd againſt the M -r. Thus Mr.“ “and 
his Motion-making Friend took the Head in this 


great Affair; and the Motion was ſeconded by ano- 


ther R t H————ble Perſon, who has ſince ac- 
cepted of a very conſiderable Place under the Go- 
vernment. But the Tories were not to be brought 
over in that Manner; accordingly Mr, S u, 
who was then at the Head of the Gentlemen who 
paſs under that Term, declar'd to his Friends that 
he would not join with the Motion; and others of 
them not contented with being merely neutral, ſtay'd 
to ſpeak and to vote againſt it. This greatly diſ- 
concerted the whole Oppoſition; and it was, fairly 
ſpeaking, owing to the Obſtinacy and ſecret Views 
of our Patriot and his Friends : This is demonltra- 
bly proved by the Sequel of their Conduct when 
they came into Power, which it they never had done, 
they might have continued with Succeſs to throw 
the Blame and Odium of the Whole upon the To- 
ries, But as we have ſeen that theſe Gentlemen who 
had the Lead in the Motion actually carried their 
Reſentments no farther than the bare diſplacing the 
M rr, we may from that eaſily judge of their 
Views and Intentions, Nay, when Meaſures were 
taken, before the ſame Gentlemen pull'd off the 
Mask, for bringing this great Delinquent to Jul- 
tice, we ſaw them throw that Mask off, when by 
the Zeal of their well-meaning Friends, who had 
join'd them in the Motion, they could no longer 
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wear it with Safety to that Delinquent, or con- 
ſiſtently with their own private Views. On the 
other hand, almoſt all thoſe Tories who had ac- 


rually deſerted this Queſtion, or, to uſe Mr, * ”s 


own Expreſſion, who ſneak'd upon that Occaſion, 
continued in a firm and determin'd Oppoſition to 
the Meaſures as well as the Perſons of the late 
A n; and all the #/>igs to a Man 
who were brought to truſt our Patriots from the Pro- 
feſſions of their Sincerity, expreſs'd their Deteſta- 
tion of theſe Practices ſo much the more ſtrongly, 
in proportion as they had been deceived them- 
ſelves, and had been brought into a different Opi- 
nion of Mr. $S— and his Friends. | 

The bad Succeſs of this Motion threw the M -——r 
into a Lethargy of Power, out of which he did not 
awake till he found he had dream'd away his Inte- 
Teſt in the Nation. For imagining that the Breach 
betwixt the Tories and the M bhigs upon this Occa- 
ſion was too great to be made up during the Time 
of electing a new Parliament, he thought that it 
wou'd grow daily wider; nay, he was ſo weak as 
to imagine that the former would even declare far 
him rather than act any longer with their Whig- 
Coadjutors; ſo very much was he miſtaken in the 
Motives of that Tenderneſs which thoſe Gentlemen 
had expreſſed in the Affair of the Motion; and fo 
very ill did he judge of the Temper and Spirit of 
the People upon that Occaſion, The Weſtminſter 
Election, which was boldly undertaken by about 
a Score out of twenty thouſand Inhabitants who had 
Votes as Electors, was the firſt Step which prov'd, 
that the Spirit of the People, if artfully and rightly 
manag'd, may prove too ſtrong for the ſtrongeſt 
Influence of Corruption and Power. 

This Election happen'd to fall juſt at the very 
Criſis which was to determine all the Elections 
throughout the Kingdom. It had ſo often gone 


| in favour of the Court, and the Influence of Power 


was 
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was fo great over its Inhabitants, that it was look'd 
upon as ſure an Election for the M ——-r as any 


in the Kingdom. The great Service, therefore, 
which the Handful of independent Inhabitants ori- 


ginally did, was, that by the critical Stand which 


they made, ſuch honeſt Electors throughout the 
Kingdom as were deſponding, thro' the bad Suc- 


ceſs of the Motion, came now to recover their Spi- 
ritsz and thoſe who were before irreſolute were 
fix d, and aſham'd of not beſtirring them ſelves 
after they had ſo noble an Example ſet them. This, 
1 ſay, would have been of the utmoſt Service to 
the Cauſe of the Oppoſition, had not the Electors 
met with the Succeſs they afterwards did meet with. 


But let it never be forgot, that ſome of thoſe Gen- 


tlemen who were molt truſted to in the Manage- 
ment of this Affair, have been heard to declare, 
That when our Patriot and his Friends were ap- 


plied to for their bare Countenance, when it was 


thought proper to form a Meeting for obtaining 
Redreſs of their Injuries in a Parliamentary Way, 
he and they not only refuſed it, becauſe the Thing 
had not been carry*d on by his Direction and that 
of half a Dozen of his Friends, but they declar'd, 


that if they had come to vote, they would have 


voted againſt Admiral Vernon for Sir C. V. Tho? 
this was a diſcouraging Declaration, yet it did not 
at all damp the Spirit of the Gentlemen concern'd, 
who continued ta carry on their Meetings with great 
Zeal, and a good deal of Succeſs. 

Soon after this, an Incident happen'd, which gave 
thinking People a ſtrong Suſpicion of our Patriot. 
It was thought a proper Meaſure by the Grand In- 
queſt of the C—y, of which Mr, * * was C n, 


to preſent the Preſence and Violences of the Military 
Power at the Time of cloſing the Poll-Books for 
the Election. This Preſentment was indeed carry'd, 
but with the viſible Reluctance of the C——-n 
and when it was carry'd, it was conceiv'd in ſuch 
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wear it with Safety to that Delinquent, or con- 
ſiſtently with their own private Views. On the 
other hand, almoſt all thoſe Tories who had ac- 
tually deſerted this Queſtion, or, to uſe Mr, * s 
own Expreſſion, who ſneak'd upon that Occaſion, 
continued in a firm and determin'd Oppoſition to 

the Meaſures as well as the Perſons of the late 
A n; and all the 1/higs to a Man 
who were brought to truſt our Patriots from the Pro- 
feſſions of their Sincerity, expreſs'd their Deteſta- 
tion of theſe Practices ſo much the more ſtrongly, 
in proportion as they had been deceived them- 
ſelves, and had been brought into a different Opi- 
nion of Mr. 8 r and his Friends. 

The bad Succeſs of this Motion threw the M , 
into a Lethargy of Power, out of which he did not 
awake till he found he had dream'd away his Inte- 
reſt in the Nation. For imagining that the Breach 
betwixt the Tories and the M bigs upon this Occa- 
ſion was too great to be made up during the Time 
of electing a new Parliament, he thought that it 
wou'd grow daily wider; nay, he was ſo weak as 
to imagine that the former would even declare far 
him rather than act any longer with their Whig- 
Coadjutors ; ſo very much was he miſtaken in the 
_ Motives of that Tenderneſs which thoſe Gentlemen 

had expreſſed i in the Affair of the Motion; and fo 
very ill did he judge of the Temper and Spirit of 
the People upon that Occaſion, The Weſtminſter 
Election, which was boldly undertaken by about 
a Score out of twenty thouſand Inhabitants who had 
Votes as Electors, was the firſt Step which prov'd, 
that the Spirit of the People, if artfully and rightly 
manag'd, may prove too ſtrong for the ſtrongeſt 
Influence of Corruption and Power. 

This Election happen'd to fall juſt at the very 
Criſis which was to determine al the Elections 
throughout the Kingdom. It had ſo often gone 
in favour of the Court, and the Influence of Power 


was 
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was fo great over its Inhabitants, that it was look'd 
upon as ſure an Election for the Mr as any 
in the Kingdom. The great Service, therefore, 
which the Handful of independent Inhabitants ori- 
ginally did, was, that by the critical Stand which 

» t--y made, ſuch. honeſt Electors throughout the 
aingdom as were deſponding, thro' the bad Suc- 
ceſs of the Motion, came now to recover their Spi- 
ritsz and thoſe who were before irreſolute were 
fix d, and aſham'd of not beſtirring themſelves 
after they had ſo noble an Example ſet them. This, 
1 ſay, would have been of the utmoſt Service to 
the Cauſe of the Oppoſition, had not the Electors 
met with the Succeſs they afterwards did meet with. 

But let it never be forgot, that ſome of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who were molt truſted to in the Manage- 
ment of this Aﬀair, have. been heard to declare, 
That when our Patriot and his Friends were ap- 

plied to for their bare Countenance, when it was 
thought proper to form a Meeting for obtaining 
Redreſs of their Injuries in a Parliamentary Way, 
he and they not only refuſed it, becauſe the Thing 
had not been carry*d on by his Direction and that 
of half a Dozen of his Friends, but they declar'd, 
that if they had come to vote, they would have 
voted againſt Admiral Vernon for Sir C. V. Tho? 
this was a diſcouraging Declaration, yet it did not 
at all damp the Spirit of the Gentlemen concern'd, 
who continued ta carry on their Meetings with great 
Zeal, and a good deal of Succeſs. 

Soon after this, an Incident happen'd, which gave 
thinking People a ſtrong Suſpicion of our Patriot. 
It was thought a proper Meaſure by the Grand In- 

_ queſt of the C- y, of which Mr.“ * was C n, 
to preſent the Preſence and Violences of the Milita 
Power at the Time of cloſing the Poll-Books for 
the Election. This Preſentment was indeed carry'd, 
but with the viſible Reluctance of the O — n; 
and when it was carry'd, it was conceiy'd in ſuch 
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a Manner, as by not making it perſonal, defeated 
great Part of the Effects expected from it. Yet, 

8 about this Time the Public Faith of our Patriot 
became a little doubtful, it muſt be own'd he had 

ſtill Friends, many of whom, I believe, meant well, 
who in all Companies, and upon all Occaſions, took 
his Part; nor was it ever found that they were un- 
deceived, till he pull'd off the Mask, and left no 
farther Room for ſuſpecting bis Integrity. While 
this Affair of the Jeſtminſter Election was drawing 
the Attention of the World, the Elections over the 
other Parts of the Kingdom fell out much more 
againſt the M r's Intereſt than the moſt ſan- 
guine Enemy he had cou*d have imagin'd : But till 
upon the Meeting of the Parliament the A 
An had a Majority. The Affair of the Election 
of a C———n of the C tee of E—ns did in- 
deed give the Country- Party ſome freſh Spirits; but 
it was ſoon found that the Majority upon that Oc- 
caſion aroſe from the perſonal Regard they had for 
the Perſon propoſed; and that they fell back to the 
M-——r upon other Queſtions. 

When the Affair of the /7: — Election came 
on, our Patriot was ſuggeſted as the proper Hand 
for preſenting it; but he endeavour'd to ſhuffle it 
off from himſelf : However, as the Gentlemen who 
propos'd this were moſt of them in Parliament, he 
could not refufe the Office, without giving them 
very alarming Reaſons for ſuſpecting his Sincerity : 
Accordingly he did preſent it ; and after exami- 
ning the Grievances complain'd of at the Bar of 
the Houſe, it was found that a moſt notorious 
Violation of the Rights of Election had been com- 
mitted by the Military Power; the Election was 
declared void; the Returning Officer cenſur'd ; 
and the Juſtices who had ſigned the Warrants for 
the Preſence of the Soldiers, were ordered to attend 
the Houſe when the Holidays were over, 
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During this Interval of the Holidays, our Patriot 
and his Friends had Leiſure to look about them. 
They found, by the Succeſs of the Weſtminſter E- 
lection, that the M r could never be able to 
get a Majority of this Parliament to ſtand by him in 
every dirty Jobb: They knew that many Electi- 
ons were depending, which, if determined againſt 
the Ct, muſt throw the Majority actually againſt 
him. But what embarraſs'd them moſt was, their 
having a Proſpect of too great a Majority againſt 
the Ot. This Majority they were afraid would 
prove intractable, which might diſconcert all their 
Schemes of a zarrow Comprehenſion; and of go- 
verning by a Cabal of their own, It was therefore 
their Intereſt to make up Matters under-hand with 
the M -r; and by the Mediation of a Right 
H — ——ble Perſon, the following Plan was a- 
greed on. 

That the M r ſhould be ſet gently down : 
But that, in order to effect this, it was neceſſary for 
Mr. * *, Sc. to carry the ſame Appearances of Op- 
poſition to him as before, and to make uſe of the 
lame Shew of bringing him co Public Juſtice : Thar 
this Appearance was to continue till he came into 
imminent Danger ; and that in the mean Time they 
ſhould manage Matters ſo, as to prepare a ſuffici- 
ent Number of their own Friends, who ſhould ci 


- ther embarraſs and perplex. Matters fo, that ſhould 


make it extremely difficult to come at Matters or 


' Proofs for bringing him to any Account: Or if this 


could not be done, they were to declare openly in 
his Favour; but that in all Events they were to 
wear their old Mask of Patriotiſm, as long as poſs 
ſible. That the Poſts of ** * *, Ce. ſhould be 
diſpoſed of to *, Sc. And that“ * ® ſhould 
have the T—le of * * *, it being thought incon- 
ſiſtent with his former Profeſſions to accept of any 
Poſt, unleſs it ſhould happen afterwards to be for 
the Benefit and Advantage of himſelf and lis Friends, 
-to 
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to keep an obnoxious Perſon out: That the ſaid * *, 


See thould uſe their utmoſt Credit and Influence 


with their Party, to induce them to give up the 
controverted Elections of **, and it the Candi- 
dates ſhould drop the ſame, to have a Power of 
promiſing to have them provided for in the Re- 
venue: And in order to give a Colour for pre- 
tending that there is an Alteration of Meaſures, as 
well as of Perſons, that the Queen of Hungary 
ſhould be aſſiſted with all the Power of Great Bri- 
tain; for which Purpoſe 16,000 Hanoverians, and 
6000 Heſians, were to be immediately taken into 
Pay, at ſuch Rates as ſhould be preſcribed. 

Theſe were the principal Articles of the Com- 
promiſe ; but their greateſt Difficulty was, how to 
deal with their old Friends, fo as to keep them eaſy 
in the mean Time. For this Purpole Mr. * 
took Care to promiſe, vow, and ſwear, that every 
Thing ſhould be ſ{cttled upon the BRoAD-BOT TOM; 
and appeared ſo very ſincere, that he did not ſcru- 
ple owning he had made up Matters with the 
C—-t; but proteſted by all that was ſacred, he 
ſhould take no Step without a common Concert. 
Even Tears were not wanting to confirm his Aſſu- 
rances, and one of the chief Reaſons why the Party 
truſted . him at that Time, when the Adjournment 
of the Houſe was agreed to upon the M ——--'s 
leaving it, was becauſe they could not conceive 
how any Man could diſregard his own Character 
ſo far as to ſwerve from ſuch Aſſeverations. How- 


ever, that they might take all the Precautions poſ- 


ſible, he ſubmitted to be accountable for every Ste 


he ſhould take, to a certain Perſon of the higheſt 


Quality and Eminence, who is fince dead ; and 
who then undertook to anſwer for his Conduct and 
Fidelity. | | 
By ſuch Arts it was that Mr, * * brought a 
Majority of the well-meaning Oppoſition over to 
agree to an Adjournment of the Houſe at that ” 
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tical Period, which was, in Effect, the whole of the 


important Service he did to the late A — 
and the Prejudice he was of to the Oppoſition, For 
by this Means the Friends of the late M — —r 


had Time to recover the Conſternation they were 
under, their new Friends had Time to ſettle them- 


ſelves in their Preferments, and they both knew 


that when the latter were added to the former, they 
were an Over- Match for any Oppoſition, 

When the other Operations of the Political Cam- 
paign came to be concerted, it was found neceſſary 
to preſerve ſti} the Appearances of Meaſures with 
their old Friends; which they did from a double 
Motive. Firſt, they were afraid of throwing them- 
ſelves entirely into the Hands of their new Allies, 
who ſceing them ſeparated from their old Friends, 
might have reunited and forced them into what 
Terms they ſhould have demanded; and which 
they of Neceſſity muſt have complied with, becauſe 
they muſt have loſt all Credit and Power with their 
old Friends. In the ſecond Place, it gave them 
an Opportunity of ſounding the Party, and.bring- 


ing over every Man who was ambitious enough of 


Preferment to forſake his Profeſſion ; and thus 
their Party would be ſtrengthened, and then new 
Allies brought into a Dependance upon them, at 
leaft during the Time of the Enquiry into the late 
M r's Conduct. Upon this Footing it was 
that a Motion for an Enquiry was made; in which 
Mr.“ * delir*d to be excuſed, pretending that the ma- 
ny perſonal Altercations he had had with the M 
r, and the Denunciations he had made againſt 
him, rendered it very indecent for him to ſit as one 
of the Inquiſitors into his Conduct. A Committee 
however was choſen, of which the Majority cer- 
tainly meant well, and were indefatigable in their 
Enquiries. But after the firſt Report was made, it 
was found ncceſſary to pals a Bill for indemnifying 
thoſe Perſons who ſhould be Evidences againſt the 
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Mtr. Even this Part of the Farce was 


gone through by our Patriot and his Friends. But 
the Bill was loſt in another Place. In the mean 


Time this Scene of Diſſimulation was not ſo artfully 


carried on, but that a great many, both without 


and within Doors, began to ſuſpect the Sincerity 
of their Behaviour. Accordingly, when the Bill 
was loſt, a Motion was made, which, if ſucceſsful, 
muſt have ruined the New M s to all Intents 
and Purpoſes. It was calculated to know by what 
Means the ſaid Bal was loſt, A Motion was ac- 
cordingly made for ſearching the Journals of the 
H—-- of P-—s, and this Motion proved the 
Touchſtone of the Party, If the Motion was not 
agreed to, it was plain that all that had been done, 
was not only ineffectual, but would expoſe thoſe 
who had been moſt active in it to the Reſentment 
of their exulting Enemies, It proved that the 
Houſe of C s had, in Effect, no Power of 
Enquiry, ſince no Evidence can be had of thoſe 
Facts which are proper Subjects of Enquiry, but 
from the Teſtimony of the Accomplices ; and this 
ſeemed to have been the Fort to which the late 
M— r, and his Friends, all along truſted, 
The new M s, notwithſtanding all that was 
urged upon this Head, voted againſt the Queſtion 
and accordingly we were enabled, from the Divi- 
ſion of that Day, to judge of the whole Strength 
of their Party. Not but our Patriot had long be- 
fore that Time given ſtrong Indications of his Diſ- 
poſition to ſcreen the Guilty, by making a long 
Apology in the Houſe in Favour of the /———r 
] ——es, who, notwithſtanding the declaredViola- 
tion of the Rights of the Subject they had been 
guilty of, were diſmiſs'd with a Reprimand, 

The Repeal of the Scptennial Act was a Mea- 
ſure which our Patriot, and his Friends had long 
and earneſtly contended for: He himſelf had voted 
for the Alteration of Triennial into Septennial Par- 

liaments, 
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liaments, and therefore his being for reſtoring the 
former carried with it the greater Weight, as it had 
an Appearance of Sincerity, in not being aſhamed 
of Repentance. The Party had ſeveral Times di- 
{tinguiſhed themſelves upon this Occaſion; and the 
Public, tho' they were by this Time fully con- 
vinced of their Intentions and Views, were now 
impatient to ſee what Devices or Shifts they could 
fall upon to reconcile ſo ſtaring an Inconſiſtency of 
Conduct. But they were by this Time far above 
all the Drudgery of preſerving Appearances any 
longer : They voted plum, without putting them- 
ſclves to the Trouble of any Apology. 

The next favourite Motion 1 ſhall take Notice 
of is that of the Place-Bill, which we have already 
ſeen was the ſtrong Teſt of Merit of the whole 


Party with the Nation; and their earneſt Endea- 


vours to obtain it induced the People to truſt them 
ſo long. A certain Rt H le Perſon, 
whoſe Province it was almoſt annually to bring in 
and ſpeech for the ſaid Bill, was amongſt the firſt 
co oppole it; giving this very modeſt Reaſon, 
That ic was a right Bill in the Time of the late 
M- r, but would be a very improper one 
now.“ (viz. when he had the Honour of being in 
one of the late M r's Poſts) But a M— 
r humourouſly read over to him in the Houſe 
one of his own Speeches, and the Reader may 
judge of the Effects which it produced. 

We ought before this Time to have taken Leave 
of our Patriot in the Sphere of a C——r, and 
we are now to conſider him in another Light; un- 
placed, and unpenſioned perhaps, but in Poſſeſſion 
of a P. t, which could it be transferred for Stock 
in Change-Alley, would bring in fifty Thouſand 
Pounds: Add to this, all his Friends amply pro- 
vided for; but what Share he has had in the Di- 
rection of Public Affairs, I ſhall not determine. 
Be that as it will, it is pretty certain that the 
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ed Reſolution of accepting no Pe of Power or 
Profit, has been for ſome Time broken through; wit- 
neſs a late Application for a conſiderable E-- -t 
which was previouſly engaged to another, and flat- 
ly refuſed to him. Upon the whole, we ſhall take 
Leave of the Public, by ſubmitting this ſhort De- 
tail of the Conduct of the Party to its Conſidera- 
tion, to judge of the Conſiſtency of the Conduct of 
Men, who, as we have ſcen, fo earneſtly contended 
for the Liberty of the Subjects, the Preſer vation of 
their Property, and the Independency of the Con- 
ſtitution under a M — 1, which all Poſterity 
would have held in Deteſtation, had it not had ſuch 
Succeſſors; under whom we have not ſeen any one 
of the terrible penal Laws, which afforded them 
ſo juſt Grounds of frequent Complaint and Oppo- 
fition, ſo much as attempted. to be repealed, We 


have ſeen the Public Expences and Public Debt 


increaſe inſtead of being diminiſhed; and we have 
ſeen this great and free xm become an 
Acceſſion. to a petty Ee. 


Such are thy Triumphs, thy Exploits, O ——! 
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